
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        “Without the sense of God’s will we narrow down our lives to the material 

world. We are like misers crouching over their hoards and never seeing the skies; 

indeed we may narrow our prison still further, seeing in everything only the image 

of ourselves. 

        But once we are made aware of the greatness of events as expressions of 

God’s love, once we see and live their sacramental value, then we are liberated into 

a greater life, the winds of eternity blow about us, and the infinite skies are our 

home, and we too walk the eternal hills.”                                                                  

                                                                                                    Gerald Vann 

        This past Thursday, I had the honor and the privilege of celebrating the 

Sacrament of Confirmation with 52 of the young people of our Parish and our 

School.  I watched them enter in their brilliant red robes and together with their 

sponsors, parents, grandparents, families and catechists offer praise to God in song 

and prayer, listen to His Holy Word and then stand to renew their baptismal 

promises that, for most, were said by their parents and godparents on the day of 

their baptism several years ago.  Since that time, as their parents promised, they 

have grown in the faith, found nourishment in the Eucharist, strength in prayer and 

joy in assisting others in their need.  They then came forward, together with their 

sponsors, to be called by the special name they had chosen for Confirmation, to be 

sealed with gift of the Holy Spirit, anointed with the Holy Chrism, and receive the 

Peace of the Spirit that they then shared with me.  As the gifts of Wisdom, 

Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord came 

upon them, they were “liberated into a greater life” and as the breath of the Holy 

Spirit came to dwell within them they became aware of the meaning and power of 

this sacramental event as a wonderful expression of God’s love.  Like Lazarus in 

today’s Gospel they were called forth by Jesus out of the prison of darkness, the 

tomb of death and were set free to walk with Jesus on the way of discipleship, 

home to the Kingdom.  How blest are they!  How blest are we! 

“I will choose Christ, I will choose love, I choose to serve.                                                                                    

I give my heart, I give my life, I give my all to you.” 

May you have a Spirit-filled week.                                                                 

Father John 


