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Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

8:00 am (Chapel) 
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy 4th Sunday of Lent!  We are about halfway through Lent.  Hopefully 
your Lenten journey has been a good one and your prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving is going well.  If not, there is still plenty of time to restart and get 
back on track.  As in last week’s Gospel about Jesus’ encounter with the 
Samaritan woman, today’s reading has many allusions to Baptism. The 
washing of the man in the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian Baptism. 
Through the man’s encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his 
sight is restored, and his conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind 
gradually comes to a greater understanding about who Jesus is and what it 
means to be his disciple, while the Pharisees (those who should see) are the ones who remain blind.  As we 
continue our journey through Lent may we begin to see who Christ is more clearly in our own lives. 
 

It hard to believe in that just a month I will be celebrating my one year anniversary of coming to St. John of the 
Cross Parish.  It has been a great year and I feel very blessed to have been assigned here by the Bishop.  I can 
say that I feel very much at home and daily thank God for this blessed opportunity and experience.  As we 
move forward into the second year I am sure lots of great things await us.   
 

Today, Sunday, March 31 from 1 to 3 pm the rectory at St. John of the Cross will be open for you to come & 
see.  As you know the priests that serve both parishes (Fr. Thom, Fr. Tim and me live at St. John of the Cross 
Rectory).  We want to open up our home for you to see and visit.  You can come anytime to look around and 
enjoy a snack.   
 

Two important events for 10th Anniversary that I want to draw your attention to and have you mark your 
calendars: 
On Good Friday, April 19, we will have a Fish Bake.  It starts at 4:30pm and goes until 6:45 pm.  It will be a 
simple meal but a time to come together in fellowship and community.  We encourage you to attend the 3 pm 
Passion Service, then come enjoy a meal.  I would really encourage you to invite a friend or two.  More 
information on how to get tickets are on page 4 of this bulletin. 
 

On Saturday, June 22, we will have our first (and hopefully annual) Homecoming!  This will be a celebration, 
community builder and fundraiser.  Our hope is that we can get people who once called St. Felicitas, St. Paul 
and/or St. John of the Cross a parish home to “come home.”  Many have moved on and moved away but a 
great time to come celebrate and reconnect to the parish family.  We encourage current parishioners to begin 
inviting family and friends to mark the date and plan on attending.  It will start with the 4 pm Mass, then we 
will have food, drink, games, raffles, music, dancing, and more.  Just a great evening.  So mark your calendar 
and spread the word.   
 

On another note, Counseling services are available for parishioners of SJC at no charge with a counselor from 
Catholic Charities and our parish Wellness Minister.  Luke Brown is a licensed professional counselor available 
to see individuals and couples of all ages who desire to work on mental health issues and self-improvement 
while, if desired, integrating their spiritual life.  If you would like to set up an appointment, please call Luke at 
216-289-0770 (ext 106) or email him at lbrown@sjceuclid.com. 
 

Make it a great week.  See you in Church. 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

mailto:lbrown@sjceuclid.com


Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

Monday, April 1  Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am (TR)  Christopher Antenucci 

Tuesday, April 2  Lenten Weekday 
6:30 pm (TK)   Denise Yezza 

Wednesday, April 3   Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am (JB)   Jim Brown   

Thursday, April 4  Lenten Weekday 
6:30 pm (TK)   Suzanna Jukic    

Friday, April 5   Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am (TK)   Leo Burrello  

Saturday, April 6   Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm (TK)   John & Margaret Walsh 

Sunday, April 7   5th Sunday of Lent 
  9:00 am (TR)   Minka Kmetich 
11:00 am (JB)   St. John of the Cross Parish Family 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well.

Please notify the Parish Office when a name can be removed from this list.

Scripture 
Readings  
for the Week 
 

Sunday: 
Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 

Psalms 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a] 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Monday: 
Isaiah 65:17-21 
Psalms 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a 
and 13b [2a] 
John 4:43-54 

Tuesday: 
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12 
Psalms 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8] 
John 5:1-16 

Wednesday: 
Isaiah 49:8-15 
Psalms 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 
[8a] 
John 5:17-30 

Thursday: 
Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalms 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 
[4a] 
John 5:31-47 

Friday: 
Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22 
Psalms 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 
23 [19a] 
John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalms 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]
John 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalms 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]
Philippians 3:8-14 
John 8:1-11  
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Beverley Argento 
Noella Burrows 
Matthew Dolenc 
Constance Durrah 
Mary Frain 
Margaret Hasto 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Doris Kowalski 

Marie Lipold 
Mary Jane Lowery 
Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 
Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 
Carla Moore 
Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 
Linda Palko 

Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 
Martha Rymer 
Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Rose Simek 
Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 
Abbie Vernon  
Marilyn Wagner 
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Parish News & Events 
It’s starting to warm up!  The weather has been up 
and down, but some of these warm days sure lift a 
person’s spirits.  It’s interesting to see how many of 
my clients start feeling better in the springtime and 
can’t put their finger on why they feel better.  While 
it is always a combination of factors, I usually give a 

lot of credit to the weather for their newfound peace & joy.  As the 
ground starts to thaw, we smell the beautiful nature outside for the 
first time in months.  As the sun comes out more, our moods are often 
lifted by the warmth and brightness.  Finally, our natural tendency to 
spend more time outside results in more exercise and better physical 
health.  God made nature incredibly beautiful and He wants us to 
partake in and enjoy the gift that it is.  Consider keeping a close eye on 
the nature around you this Spring.  Don’t let it pass you by.  Watch as 
life that was once dormant comes back to life as the ground is healed.  
As a culture, it seems like we spend more and more time indoors.  I 
think that our mental health will only suffer the more we lose that 
connection to nature.  As it gets warmer, consider making a walk or a 
visit to the park a part of your daily routine.  Bring a Rosary along if you 
want to spend some time in prayer.  You may just find that you worry 
less, feel better, and encounter God in ways you hadn’t before. 
With prayers……………………………………………………………………….Luke Brown 

Wellness  
Minister 

SJC Fish Bake on Good Friday 
Come to the Community Center, April 19 (Good Friday) , 4:30 pm—6:45 pm 
$10 pre sale tickets-return form below by April 17 
$12 per person (Children 10 and under: $6) at the door 
Baked Batter-Dipped Alaskan Pollock, Baked Atlantic Cod, Fries, Mac-N-Cheese, 
Coleslaw, Clam Chowder, and Beverage. Take Out available for $12 per person. 

Pre Sale Fish Bake Tickets; $10 
 
 

   Name:  

 

   Phone:  

 

   Email:   

 

   Number of Tickets:                         x $10 each =  

Return to  

Parish Office  

before April 17.   

Stations of the 
Cross  

Every Friday after 8:00 
am Mass, April 5 and 12  
We are invited to walk with 
Christ, and what more fitting 
path could there be than the 
pathway of the cross?  Consider 
praying a “station” each day in 
Lent.   
Let us set out on this spiritual 
journey pausing at each station 
to meditate on the self-giving 
love of Christ that can become 
our own lifestyle of love. 
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Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 

Adult Ed Series 
Join our priests for an opportunity to go deeper in their faith on 
Tuesday evenings at 7PM in the chapel. The topics are based off of 
your suggestions and interests: 

4/2—Defending and living the faith in a world opposed to it  
          (Fr. John Betters) 
4/9—The Mystery of suffering: sharing in the cross of Christ  
          (Fr. Tim Roth) 

Holy Week Schedule  

Palm Sunday   April 14 
Vigil Mass   4:00 pm 

Sunday Masses   9:00 am &  11:00 am 
 

Tenebrae   April 17 
Service of Lights   7:00 pm 

 

Holy Thursday   April 18 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper   7:00 pm 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

until 10:00 pm 
 

Good Friday   April 19 
Passion Service   3:00 pm 

Stations of the Cross 7:00 pm 
 

Holy Saturday   April 20 
Blessing of the Easter Food   1:00 pm 

Easter Vigil   7:30 pm 
(No 4:00 pm Mass on this day)                   

 

Easter Sunday   April 21 
Masses   8:00 am & 10:00 am Adoration of the 

Blessed 
Sacrament 

Friday, April 5; 9am-4pm 

"The time you spend with Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament is the best 
time you will spend on earth. Each 
moment that you spend with Jesus 

will deepen your union with Him 
and make your soul everlastingly 

more glorious and beautiful in 
Heaven, and will help bring about 

everlasting peace on earth."                                                       
—St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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More News & Events Parish Activities 
Schedule 

Monday, April 1   

6:30 pm Art & Environment (C) 
6:30 pm Passion Bible Study (G) 
7:00 pm Communications Mtg.
 (Rm.10) 

Tuesday, April 2 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm  Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bereavement Support 
 (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo #3 (G) 

Wednesday, April 3 

7:00 pm Choir (C) 

Thursday, April 4 

Friday, April 5 * 

8:30 am Stations (SHC) 
9am-4pm Adoration (SHC) 
8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, April 6 

8:30am-12pm  Jesus Day (SRW) 
9:30 am Solecore (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, April 7 

9:15 am PSR (PC) 
9:30 am 1st Communion Parent 
 Meeting (SHC) 

C-Church          G-Gym 
P-Parish Office      PG-Parish Grounds 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10 in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 
 
* Day of Abstinence 
** Day of Fast & Abstinence 

Your Financial Stewardship 

Last Week Giving .......................................................................... $4,357.25 
Maintenance Giving ..................................................................... $1,612.00 
Online Giving ................................................................................... $986.00 
Online Maintenance Giving ............................................................ $220.50 
Total ..................................................................................... $7,175.75 

Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 
R.H. Hospital Wednesday, April 3……………………………….…………...Marla 

Grande Pointe Sunday, April 7………………………………..….....…Eric & Jeff 

Counters 
Monday, April 8…………………………………………………………….……“A” Team 

Bocce Sign Ups  
Bocce Sign Ups for Women’s 
(Wednesday nights) and Mixed 
Couples (Friday nights) leagues 
forms are in the gathering area. 
For more information please call 
Joanne Myeress at 216-261-
4190 or Barb Grauel at 216-486-
5276. 

Our next SoulCore session will be 
held on Saturday, April 6, at 9:30 
AM in Room 10 of the Community 
Center. Karen Hostoffer will lead 

us through an hour of SoulCore, a prayer experience that combines 
the prayers of the rosary with core strengthening, stretching and 
functional movement. This exercise movement is NOT yoga and has 
no roots in Eastern spirituality. SoulCore was developed to be fully 
Catholic in spirituality. There is no cost, but a suggested donation of 
$10, for those who are able.   For more information contact Anney 
Roach at aroach@sjceuclid.com.  

Posture at Mass 
Bishop Perez  has sent three 
brief articles in regards to the 
diocesan policy of posture at 
Mass. These articles will be in 
the next three bulletins. The 
first article can be found on 
page 7.  

mailto:aroach@sjceuclid.com
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It's Sunday morning. We rise, get dressed, gather up the kids, get into the car and travel to our local parish. We 
nestle into our usual pew, say a brief private prayer and stand when it's time to sing the opening hymn. We follow 
the usual routine. We faithfully fulfill our obligation. 
But what ancient ritual have we begun?  What awesome mystery have we entered into? 
Liturgy is the official public worship of the church. Our most important liturgy is the Mass, but we have other 
liturgies, such as funerals, blessings and all our sacramental rites. 
The word  liturgy  comes  from  a  Greek   word, leitourgia - "the  work  of  the  people." The  work is actually 
God's  work and he invites all of us to participate in it (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1069). 
Liturgy, by its very nature, is communal. We enter into relationship with the Trinity and with one another. We 
also enter into relationship with others all over the world who are gathering around the altar of Christ's word and 
Eucharist. The assembly is not a collection of people praying in the same place, but a community of people, who 
"express in their lives and manifest to others the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the 
church" (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 2). And it is this mystery of Jesus Christ that is the only "theme" of 
any liturgy. 
The Paschal Mystery is the life, passion, death, resurrection and glorious ascension of Jesus Christ and our 
participation in it! Perhaps it's that second part that we least understand - that "dying he destroyed our death 
and rising he restored our life" (Easter Preface I). Each liturgy, then, is a work of our ongoing redemption. We 
follow Christ's command to "do this in memory of me." But we do not simply remember what Jesus has done for 
us. With Christ as the head of every liturgical celebration, it is a remembering that makes present - anamnesis. 
"To accomplish so great a work [our ongoing redemption] Christ is always present in his Church, especially at its 
liturgical celebrations" (SC 7). Christ is present not only in the person of his minister ... but especially in his 
eucharistic elements. He is present in the sacraments and in his word "for it is Christ himself who speaks when 
the holy Scriptures are read ..." (CSL 7). Christ is present, too, in our assemblies, for he promised wherever two or 
more are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them" (Mt 18:20). 
And so, we gather -Jesus, you and me. We address our prayers to God the Father, the source of all Liturgy. We 
acknowledge all that he has done for us and give him thanks and praise (CCC 1081). We are inspired by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. And we seek God's continuing favor through his Son, Jesus Christ. We pray with words that 
express and foster our faith. 
These prayers are both ancient and new. They are crafted carefully, based upon the principle of lex orandi, lex 
credendi- "the words of our prayer are the words of our belief." We never pray anything that we don't believe, 
and we don't believe anything that is not expressed in our prayer. For example, Pope Pius XII proclaimed the 
dogma of the Assumption in 1950, based on the fact that the Church had long celebrated it in its liturgy. That's 
why words matter; that's why we adhere to the text. 
There is always a "tension'' in the way we pray -a good kind of tension that comes from fullness. We are thinking 
in the past, present and future. We speak about the "already" and the "not yet." We are remembering what God 
has done for us, acknowledging what he continues to do for us now, and anticipating what we will experience in 
the heavenly kingdom. 
The liturgy has other "languages" besides the spoken word. In signs and symbols, in posture and gesture, in 
silence and in song, in our buildings and our art, we give expression to the faith we share. 
We have been invited to this liturgy by the living God. We have encountered him in a special way and been 
sanctified by his grace. We have been nourished by word and sacrament, the ordained minister and by each 
other. And we are dismissed until we can all meet again - perhaps next week, perhaps in the heavenly kingdom. 
We are reminded to "Go in peace to love and serve the Lord." Some of you may remember the Latin words that 
ended our Mass, ite missa est, "Go, it is the sending." From that word missa we get "mission'' our duty to go out 
and spread the Good News and to serve the Lord. From that word, too, we get "Mass “a liturgy which empowers 
us to do so. 

—Written by Rita A. Thiron and originally appeared in Faith Magazine, April, 2010 for the Diocese of Lansing. 


