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Saturday…………………..…...8:30 am 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters……………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas………………………………………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..…………………………………..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……...…………………………..………………………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda………………………………………...………....Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………...…………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….……………………………….…...…...Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………......…………...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello……………………………………………………………….....……….Sacristan 

Karen Duke………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com……………………………...……………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito…………………………………………………...…………..Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…………...…………..Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky………………………………………………………....……….Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………...………..……….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid. com…………………………...Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell…………………………………………...………..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………………………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach…………………………………………………..….…………………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...…...………………...Ext. 105 

August 18, 2019                                                                                                   Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                           2                                                                     August 18, 2019 

From Our Pastor 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope you had a great time at the Eucharistic Procession, Assumption Mass and 
picnic with Ss. Robert & William.  It was a great way to come together.   
 
We have a few more weeks of summer!  I hope they are great.  Our last outdoor 
Mass at the Shrine will be Sunday, September 1.  Then on September 8 we will 
return to the 9 and 11 am Mass schedule for Sunday mornings.  I appreciate you 
all being flexible on the times.  As I mentioned in May, I want to “evaluate” the 
“summer schedule” and see if we should do it next summer.  At the same time I want to evaluate the Sunday 
Mass times in general to see if we here at SJC or SRW should adjust so we do not have the same Mass times.  
Right now, both SRW and SJC have a 9 and 11 am Mass.  I think we should consider offering four different 
Mass times to offer an option for people.  Over the next year or so, I will be asking the Parish Councils to 
consider this question, get input from all of you and then make a recommendation to me.  We are blessed to 
have enough priests and ministers to sustain these four Masses, we just may need to be a bit wiser in the 
actual times. 
 
Next weekend we will be promoting the 40 Days for Life Campaign.  On their website they state: 

“40 Days for Life is a community-based campaign that takes a determined, peaceful approach to showing 
local communities the consequences of abortion in their own neighborhoods, for their own friends and 
families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate with God in the carrying out of His plan for the end of 
abortion. It draws attention to the evil of abortion through the use of a three-point program: 
 Prayer and fasting Constant vigil  Community outreach 
The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 40-day periods to transform individuals, 
communities … and the entire world. From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain to the disciples 
after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees the transformative value of His people accepting and 
meeting a 40-day challenge.” 

 
As we try to comprehend the excessive violence in our world, I certainly think we need to look to gun control, 
video games that promote violence (I think this is a huge one!) and hatred and division and how we can stop 
these atrocities in our world.  However, I once again will state it all starts with how we view life from its first 
moment of existence.  We as a world, and as a country, MUST protect every human life from the moment of 
conception.  I firmly believe that if we could as a human race agree to this and at all costs, protect a human life 
from this sacred moment, then I think the rest would start to fall into place.  We would still have a lot of work 
to do with gun control, violence, etc.  But I guarantee our world would become a better place if we could 
respect life and God as creator and ruler over human life.  Sure there will still be unexpected and unwanted 
pregnancies, but if we saw these as opportunities and as gifts from God, no matter what the circumstances, 
then could you imagine how awesome our world would be?  This is why I am such a big advocate for 40 Days 
for Life.  We have to stop this holocaust of mass murders of the most innocent of God’s creation…a baby in his 
or her mother’s womb!   
 
I would like to share with you a prayer I wrote for 40 Days and encourage you to join me in praying it: 
 

Continued to page 3 
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Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and 
empowered by, our 
sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 

Outdoor Shrine 
Mass 
Every Sunday, through 
September 1, we will 
celebrate Mass at our 
Outdoor Shrine at 7:30 am. If 
the weather is inclement, this 
Mass will be held in the 
Church.  

Fr. John’s letter continued… 
 

Good and Gracious God, Creator and Father of all humanity, we 
praise you for the gift of human life.  We know that it is your 
immense love that breathes life into each and every human 
being from the moment of natural conception until the moment 
of natural death.  For this we honor you! 
We implore your intercession to change the hearts and minds of 
all who do not see the dignity and humanity of each human 
being from the moment of conception. 
We implore your graces upon all who work to change hearts and 
minds especially through prayers and witness. 
We implore the intercession of the most Holy Family, Jesus, 
Mary & Joseph that every Mother and Father may be graced 
with the beautiful parental love that you model for us.  We ask 
all things through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

 

The St John of the Cross (First) Friday Adoration Group met recently to 
discuss ways to tell others what they have found in Adoration. One 
member created a piece for the bulletin I’d like to share with you: 
 

The Voice of Jesus 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, Come to me and rest, be at peace; live in 
my light! “Ask yourself, Have I heard His voice, in my ear, in my heart, at 
the core of my being“ saying “come to me and I will refresh you with 
living water?” How much time do we spend as part of our day, week, 
and month alone with Jesus in worship and prayer? Well, when a person 
decides to spend a moment in the presence of the Holy Eucharist in 
adoration this invitation is fulfilled. In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus 
found His disciples asleep and said, “Could you not spend one hour with 
me? (Mt 26:40).”  How about half an hour; what about 15 minutes (this 
writer)? On another occasion, Jesus enters the home of Martha and 
Mary where Martha states: Lord, do you not care that my sister has left 
me to do all the work? Jesus responds: “There is need of only one thing 
and Mary has chosen the better part which will not be denied her.” (Lk 
10: 38) And which is this better part? Mary sat at the feet of Jesus 
clinging to His every word saving grace, resurrection, and eternal life. – 
So, consider this: Jesus abides in the tabernacle to be exposed and 
adored, but moreover says to us, “I’ve been waiting for you, my 
beloved; I’m always here looking for you.  I love seeing you for I adore 
you as well. Won’t you come stay with me for a moment?” 
 

For more information on Our First Friday Adoration, please call Nancy, 
our Spiritual Care Minister at the Parish Office.   
 

Make it a great week!  See you in Church! 
 

Peace, 
Fr. John 



Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

Monday, August 19 Weekday 
8:00 am (JB) Jim Brown 

Tuesday, August 20 St. Bernard 
6:30 pm (JB)  Anna Pepock 

Wednesday, August 21 St. Pius X 
8:00 am (EM)  Robert Kravos 

Thursday, August 22 The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:00 am (AM)  Jane DePalma 

Friday, August 23 Weekday 
8:00 am (AM)  John & Anna Sustar 

Saturday, August 24 St. Bartholomew 
4:00 pm (AM)  Joseph, Mary, & Nancy Radachy 

Sunday, August 25 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:30 am (AM)  John Raycher & Family 
10:00 am (EM)  Emma Stanley 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well.

Please notify the Parish Office when a name can be removed from this list.

Scripture 
Readings  
for the Week 
 

Sunday: 
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
Psalms 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b] 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Luke 12:49-53 

Monday: 
Judges 2:11-19 
Psalms 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 
43ab and 44 [4a] 
Matthew 19:16-22 

Tuesday: 
Judges 6:11-24a 
Psalms 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 
9b] 
Matthew 19:23-30 

Wednesday: 
Judges 9:6-15 
Psalms 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a] 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Thursday: 
Judges 11:29-39a 
Psalms 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a 
and 9a] 
Matthew 22:1-14 

Friday: 
Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22 
Psalms 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 
9bc-10 [1b] 
Matthew 22:34-40 

Saturday: 
Revelation 21:9b-14 
Psalms 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 
[12] 
John 1:45-51 

Next Sunday: 
Isaiah 66:18-21 

Psalms 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15] 

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

Luke 13:22-30  
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Evelyn Adamczak 
Noella Burrows 
Matthew Dolenc 
Constance Durrah 
Mary Frain 
Margaret Hasto 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 
Doris Kowalski 

Lucille Kucharski 
Marie Lipold 
Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 
Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 
Carla Moore 
Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 
Linda Palko 
Joan Raddell 

Pat Rossoll 
Martha Rymer 
Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Christia Schutt 
Rose Simek 
Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 
Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon  

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 
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Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 

 

Our Deepest 
Sympathies to the 
Family of Kenneth Major 
May they know the peace and 
comfort of God’s love and find 
strength in the support of 
friends, family and our parish 
community. 

Satan the Accuser (Part 3 of 3) 
For the past two weeks we have been discussing the 
discernment of spirits as taught by St. Ignatius and its 
relation to Satan as the accuser.  When I am assisting 
people through mental health issues such as anxiety 
and depression, I often see people symptoms spiral 

out of control because of a negative interaction with another person, a 
mistake they made, etc.  For example, the accusatory voice, whether it 
be from Satan or our self, starts small with, “You failed.”  Then it 
becomes, “You failed again.  You always fail.  Why can’t you stop 
failing?  What’s wrong with you?  No one fails as much as you do.  
You’re always going to fail!”  Before they know it, their symptoms are 
unbearable, and they find themselves in a dark place.  Does this sound 
like God’s encouragement for us to become holier individuals?  No.  
This is the work of the evil one.  The goals of God and Satan are exactly 
the opposite.  One is hope, the other is despair.  One is love, the other 
is solitude.  Satan does such a good job of this that we often feel like 
we are the only ones struggling and suffering.  When you pray, pay 
close attention to the movements of your heart.  If you are scared, feel 
hopeless, or despair, it is likely not from God and is coming from the 
accuser himself.  If you are filled with hope, confidence, joy, peace, and 
love, it is likely from God and can be trusted.  It takes great practice 
and possibly a spiritual director to learn the discernment of spirits.  
Keep in mind, we are barely scratching the surface right now when it 
comes to the teachings of St. Ignatius.  If you are interested in learning 
more, I highly recommend “The Discernment of Spirits: An Ignatian 
Guide for Everyday Living” by Fr. Timothy Gallagher.  I pray that you 
will find ways to silence the voice of the accuser in your life and better 
hear and understand the Spirit of God.  See you next week! 
With Prayers……………………………………………………………………...Luke Brown 

Wellness  
Minister 

2019-2020 Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 
The new PSR year is quickly approaching! 
Classes will begin on Sunday, September 15, 
and will be held weekly from 9:15-10:45 AM in 
the Community Center. Children, grades K-6, 
are welcome to join. Registration forms, which 
are due by Friday, September 6, can be found 
in the Parish Office, or in the kiosk in the 

Gathering Area of the Church. Additionally, a mandatory orientation 
meeting will be held on Sunday, September 8, at 10:15 AM in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel. For additional information, contact Anney Roach 
at aroach@sjceuclid.com. 

mailto:aroach@sjceuclid.com
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Your Financial Stewardship 
Last Week Giving ......................................................................... $3,826.21 
Last Week Maintenance Giving ...................................................... $981.00 
Last Week Online Giving ................................................................. $296.00 
Last Week Online Maintenance Giving............................................. $13.00  

Faith Direct July, Second Half ...................................................... $2,419.00 
Faith Direct July, Second Half Maintenance ................................... $865.00  
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, August 19 

Tuesday, August 20 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm  Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 

Wednesday, August 21 

6:30 pm Ministry of Consolation
 (MR2) 

Thursday, August 22  

Friday, August 23 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, August 24 

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 
 (Rm. 10) 

10:00 am PSR Catechist Meeting 
 (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, August 25 
 

C-Church  G-Gym 
P-Parish Office PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 

Visiting Eucharistic 
Ministers 
R.H. Hospital Wednesday, 
August 21…………………...Marla 

Grande Pointe Sunday,         
August 25...…Kathy & Celeste 

Counters 
Monday, Aug.26. …..“C” Team 

Lending Library 
Are you wondering why there is a tall bookcase in the Gathering Space? 
Soon, it will become a Lending Library with no library card required. 
More information will follow in the coming weeks when the collection 
of books and electronic media will be organized and readied for 
circulation.  The Metal Shelves near the entrance will still house free 
materials for you to keep or pass along to others.  

Parish News & Other Events 

SJC Music Ministry CD 
The Music Ministry of Saint John of the Cross produced its very first 
recording! They are now available at the parish office during the 
weekdays and they will also be available at the end of the weekend 
masses. The CDs are a gift the Music Ministry was pleased to prepare 
and to donate for our 10th Year Anniversary Celebration, but you are 
welcome to leave a free-will donation. We hope the songs you will 
listen to may be a valuable source behind your reflections and prayers. 
Further, we hope they can bring you joy. 

R.C.I.A. 
Are you curious about the Catholic faith? Or do 
you know someone who is? If so, RCIA, the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults, may be a great 
fit! Throughout the year, RCIA participants are 
introduced to the Catholic faith through group 
sessions that involve discovery, discussion, and prayer.  
For more information, please contact Anney Roach at x105 or 
aroach@sjceuclid.com. 

mailto:aroach@sjceuclid.com
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St. John of the Cross Tree of Life 
Leaf Order Form 

 

 

 Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State & Zip:  ______________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  ____________________________________________   
 

Email:  _______________________________________________________________
  
 
Leaf Inscription: 

 

 
 
Payment:   Check or Cash  

$125. ea.   
 Credit Card Number: ________________________________________  Exp. Date: _________ 

 
  CCV:  _______________ 

                                

                                

Daylong Conference will Focus on Racial Justice 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland, in 
collaboration with the Catholic Diocese of 
Cleveland is hosting a conference centered on the 
recent USCCB pastoral letter on racism entitled, 
Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love. 
Join Bishop Nelson J. Perez, Diocese of Cleveland, 
for a listening session and a day of conversation 
addressing systemic racism within the Church and 
in the community.  
Saturday, September 28, 2019  
from 9:00 AM - 4:00pm 
Registration Begins: 8:30am 
Location: John Carroll University 
 1 John Carroll Boulevard  University Heights, OH 44118 
Visit catholiccommunity.org/racial-justice for registration. Call Cary Dabney, director of the Office of Ministry 
to African American Catholics, 216-696-6525, ext. 3020, for more information. 
If interested in car pooling contact Deacon Tom at DeaconTom@SJCEUCLID.COM or call  
216-289-0770  Ext 112 

https://www.catholiccommunity.org/events/2019/09/28/open-wide-our-hearts
mailto:DeaconTom@SJCEUCLID.COM

