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 October 20, 2019                                                                                           Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

St. John of the Cross Parish 
140 Richmond Road 

  Ss. Robert & William Parish 
367 E. 260th Street 

4:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

M, W & F, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
T & TH, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel) 

Weekday Masses M, W & F, 12Noon (Church) 
T, 8:00 a.m. (Church) 
Th, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
Sat., 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Saturday, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Confessions Saturday, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

First Friday of each month,  
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 24 hours/day, 7 days/week in  
Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

216.289.0770 
www.sjceuclid.com 

info@sjceuclid.com 

Information 216.731.1515 
www.srweuclid.cc 

info@srweuclid.cc 

10th Anniversary Closing Mass 

Saturday, November 16 
 

See page 4 for details. 

http://www.sjceuclid.com
mailto:info@sjceuclid.com
http://www.srweuclid.cc
mailto:info@srweuclid.cc
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is hard believe how fast time is flying!  October has been a very full month 
around here and lots of great things are happening.  We had wonderful talk by Sr. 
Melannie on Hope.  She was a gifted speaker and really inspired/strengthened my 
own virtue of hope.  Her parents were founding members of St. Felicitas and she 
was in the 6th grade when the school opened.  She was happy to see the plaque 
with her parents’ names on it and fondly remember many of the founding families.   
Every so often a comment/concern from a parishioner gets back to me that I feel is important to address in my 
letter.  The comment was made (I am paraphrasing) that it seems we are leasing out all our meeting spaces 
and there may not be any rooms left for the parish to use.  This is a fair comment and I am happy to address it.   
I offer the following thoughts: 

First and foremost, this parish and all its assets exist for the purpose of bringing souls to Jesus Christ.  It is 
focused on the Sacraments, most especially Sunday Eucharist, faith formation for all ages and outreach 
and service opportunities.  I keep this principle/reality in mind with every decision I make.   

We have a very large campus and regular costs (utilities, insurance, maintenance, landscaping, snow 
removal, etc.) are well over $250,000 year.  We run a pretty tight ship and these costs are just reality.   

Our parish has shrunk in size over the years.  We are just not the large parish we once were.  We have 
around 600 families and very few young people.  (This is not unlike what most parishes in the U.S. and 
Europe are facing). 

While we have about 26 ministries and groups (This is AWESOME!); only about 1/3 of them need 
“meeting” space.  Several of them like music ministry, liturgical ministry, etc. use the church proper 
and several of them are outreaches that happens off campus.   

To my knowledge no group or ministry has been told they cannot meet because there was no room.  All 
meetings/events have been accommodated.  The exact space desired may not be available but we do 
find a place.  If you or a ministry you know has not been able to use a space at the campus, please let 
me know.  I am not aware of any.  The reality is very rarely do we have more than one ministry/event 
happening at one time.   

Several of our tenants can and will let us use their spaces for various ministries.  For example, Dragon Fly 
Art Studio, Covenant Baptist and the Knights of Columbus allow us to use their rooms for PSR classes.   

Over the last five years, the collection has decreased significantly.  Mostly because of declining 
membership.  We have had to supplement that income with leasing income.  Currently, we receive 
over $110,000 in income from leasing.  This is very significant income and allow us to run a near-
balanced budget and keep significant financial reserves in the bank. 

 
So…I hope these thoughts can help you better understand the rationale for leasing out a significant portion of 
our campus.  My hope and prayers are that through our AWESOME parish and the work and ministry, most 
especially PRAYER, we will be bursting at the seams and no longer must be in the leasing “business.”  I’m not 
cut out to be a Landlord!  Bottom line-don’t worry.  Our number one priority of the parish is the people 
entrusted to our care and we will make sure all have a place.  
 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church. 
 

Peace, 
Fr. John 



Monday, October 21 Weekday 
8:00 am (JB) Paul Shouse 

Tuesday, October 22 Weekday 
6:30 pm (TK)  Anna Pepock 

Wednesday, October 23 Weekday 
8:00 am (EM)  Jim Proctor 

Thursday, October 24 Weekday 
6:30 pm (TK)  Ferdinand Krecic 

Friday, October 25 Weekday 

8:00 am (AM)  Annie Kaluza 

Saturday, October 26 Weekday 
4:00 pm (AM)  Darlene Brokamp 

Sunday, October 27 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  9:00 am (AM)  St. John of the Cross Parish Family 
11:00 am (EM)  Ferdinand Krecic 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Gospel Meditation 

“Render a just decision for me against my adversary.” Today’s Gospel 
features a persistent widow who ekes out justice from a notoriously cold-
hearted judge. Why does she win the day? “Because the widow keeps 
bothering me.” Jesus’ recommendation to the disciples is to be persistent in 
prayer, because surely God the Father is far more attuned to their needs 
than this judge. If only it were that easy, right? We’ve all experienced the 
unanswered prayer, the silence after our cries. When this continues, 
sometimes it can be difficult to have faith in God or believe He answers 
prayers. It can be easy to lapse into a sense of His distance. We want Him to 
do something “fair,” which — in our limited view — typically means that 
something works out in our favor. 
There are, of course, many legitimate cries for justice. We live in a fallen 
world filled with flawed human beings. We hurt each other, sometimes 
grievously, and our efforts to remake the world in our image can result in 
unjust, inhumane systems. Faced with the problem of evil, we may wonder 
how God will “secure the rights of his chosen ones.” Sometimes, He may 
well seem “slow to answer them.” 
In the face of these very real questions, it’s important to recall the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, that God’s thoughts “are not [our] thoughts.” His ways 
are not our ways. God respects the freedom He has given us. When we see 
what free will has wrought, perhaps we question God’s better judgment! 
Yet somehow, we hear that He mysteriously works all things for our good. 
No matter what situation we find ourselves in, we are always free to love. 
We are invited to be persistent in our prayer, to continue bringing our 
concerns before God in trusting surrender. We are invited to love well in the 
circumstances we find ourselves in, to be a light in the darkness. No matter 
when — or if — our prayers are answered the way we would like, we are 
nonetheless invited to witness to “faith on earth.” 
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Pray for the 
Sick of the 
Parish and their 
Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczak 
Noella Burrows 

Matthew Dolenc 
Constance Durrah 

Mary Frain 
Margaret Hasto 

John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 

Lucille Kucharski 
Bob Lucas 

Joe Matejka 
Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 

Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 

Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 

Martha Rymer 
Jerry Scarniench 

Judy Schmidt 
Christia Schutt 

Rose Simek 
Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 

Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon 

 

 
 

Please notify the Parish 
Office when a name can be 

removed from this list. 

Remember our elderly and 
homebound in prayer as well. 



29th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                           4                                                                    October 20, 2019 

Parish News & Events 

Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of 
God as one family, we are 
rooted in, and empowered 
by, our sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 

10th Anniversary Closing Mass & Dinner 
You are Cordially Invited to the Closing Mass & Dinner for the 10th 
Anniversary of St. John of the Cross Parish. 
Join us for the 4 pm Mass on Saturday, November 16 at 4 pm where Bishop 
Nelson Perez will preside and preach.   
It will be followed by a Potluck Dinner in our Community Center. 
The parish will provide the main dish and beverages.  Families with a last 
name A – G are asked to bring a dessert, H – R a side dish and S – Z, a 
salad.   Also, please bring a bottle of wine or six pack of beer to share!   
You can drop off your food in the Community Center prior to Mass.  Please RSVP with the number attending 
and what you are bringing to Anita or Karen in the parish office at 216.289.0770 or kduke@sjceuclid.com 

Soulcore 
Please consider joining our next SoulCore session, to be held on 
Saturday, October 26, at 9:30 AM in Room 10 of the Saint John of the 
Cross Community Center. Karen Hostoffer will lead us through an hour 
of SoulCore, a prayer experience that combines the prayers of the 
rosary with core strengthening, stretching and functional movement. 
There is no cost, but a suggested donation of $10, for those who are 
able. For more information, contact Anney Roach at 
aroach@sjceuclid.com. 

What do you like about SJC?  What does SJC mean 
to you?  
We are working on a video for our 10th Anniversary 
celebration November 16.  Bill Olson, our Youth 
Minister, will be available to record your 30 second 
– 1 minute video clip.  Bring a piece of paper and 
have written out what you want to say.  Two simple 
questions: What do you like about SJC? 

What does SJC mean to you? Stop in Meeting Room 2 of the Church 
Gathering Space after 4 pm Mass next Saturday, October 26 or 
between 10 am and 11 am on Sunday, October 27. 

Join us for our Eucharistic Holy Hour 

on October 21st from 6:30-7:30 pm 

in the Church as we pray and sing 

psalms, consider in silence His 

presence, and listen to a reading from Sacred Scripture. The focus this 

month is “Embracing as Christians the Virtue of Hope”. 

mailto:kduke@sjceuclid.com
mailto:aroach@sjceuclid.com
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Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 

Did you know that, according to some studies, the 
number one reason for divorce is financial stress?  
When I read these statistics a few years ago, I was 
shocked to discover how much of an impact financial 
stress and worry have on mental health and 

relationships.  Managing money responsibly seems to come so 
naturally to some people but not to others.  Some people naturally 
spend very little money while others can’t seem to stop themselves 
from spending money on fast food, shopping, and entertainment.  
Luckily, managing money is a skill that can be learned.  A good start 
would be to consider picking up a book on budgeting and financial 
management from some of the big names in finance like David Ramsey 
and Avery Breyer.  Another step could be talking to a financial expert in 
the area who can help you set up a budget, plan for retirement, and 
meet your financial goals.  When people are worried about money, it 
becomes hard to focus on things like goals, relationships, hobbies, and 
self-care- all the things necessary for mental health.  While Jesus calls 
us to give to the poor, avoid greed, and live simply, we need to have a 
respect for money and understand the importance of having it, caring 
for it, and spending it wisely.  If you find yourself worried about money, 
consider taking steps to expand your financial knowledge like reading, 
listening to podcasts, or consulting professionals. 
With Prayers……………………………………………………………………...Luke Brown 

Wellness  
Minister 

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 

R.H. Hospital Wednesday, 
October 23……..………...Chris B. 

Grande Pointe Sunday,  

October 27………………....…Matt 

Counters 

Monday, Oct. 28…….”C” Team 

St. John of the Cross  

Tree of Life 
To help commemorate our 10th anniversary, we 
are creating a memorial piece called the SJC Tree 
of Life. This tree will hang in the Gathering Space 
and will serve as a testament, for generations to come, of the love of 
and commitment to our beloved parish. We are asking each 
parishioner to consider obtaining a “leaf” on the tree with a $125 
donation. Your leaf can display your family name(s), honor a 
graduate of St. Felicitas or St. Paul, remember a deceased 
parishioner, etc. We will install the tree in October, and Bishop Perez 
will bless it when he is here for Mass on Saturday, November 16 at 4 
PM. Order forms can be found in the kiosk or on our website. 

Thank you to the 8 volunteers who spent their 
Saturday morning helping out at Maggie's Place.  You 
are a credit to yourselves, our parish and 
Christianity!  It was a rewarding way to help celebrate 
our 10th Anniversary.  See you in church!  
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Parish News & Other Events 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 
PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message 
with your request. We can also 
offer prayers of thanksgiving. All 
information will be kept 
confidential. 

The 1969 graduates of St. Felicitas Grade School would like to share a memory from 
their school days. There was a very beloved and gentle janitor by the name of 
Walter Todd. He was so kind to everyone. He always made time to speak to 
everyone and would occasionally hand out bubblegum, of course on the condition 
that we did not chew it in school!  One of my classmates shared that she left her 
milk money at home and Wally gave her the money to buy the milk that day. 
Michele Obama once said that everyone in our early education from the teachers to 
the janitor taught us to value everyone's contributions and treat everyone with 
respect. To honor Mr. Todd, a small tree has been planted back by the Shrine area 
and marked with a plaque acknowledging this wonderful man. 

A Month of Remembrance 

In November, the Church takes time to remember in prayer those who 
we have lost during the year. As a special way to honor the deceased 
friends and family of St. John of the Cross parishioners, we will create a 
photo display to remain in the gathering area throughout the month of 
November.  If you have lost someone special this year, please email 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com or drop off their photo so we can include them 
in our prayers. The collage can include deceased who are either 
parishioners or non-parishioners. Photos that are dropped off can be 
on regular paper or photo paper. Please submit all photos by Oct. 28. 

A Good Read – “The World’s 
First Love: Mary, Mother of God” 
Of the 73 books Bishop Fulton 
Sheen wrote, this one was his 
favorite. One critic stated, “With 
the world situation as 
challenging as it is today, this 
book is truly prophetic.” Sheen 
explains “how Our Lady can help 
us in dealing” with these 
problems. We welcome Catholic 
books and media items you want 
to donate to our Lending Library. 
We suggest that you do not offer 
treasured items in case they are 
lost in lending. There are baskets 
to the left of the chairs in which 
you can deposit items. Thank 
you for participating in helping 
our Library grow. 

Moms after Mass Speaker 

On Tuesday, October 29, Moms After Mass will be hosting Catholic 
speaker, Meg Hunter-Kilmer.  Meg is a “hobo missionary.” After 2 
theology degrees from Notre Dame and 5 years as a high school 
religion teacher, she quit her job in 2012 to live out of her car and 
preach the Gospel to anyone who would listen. Fifty states and 25 
countries later, this seems to have been a less ridiculous decision than 
she initially thought. She blogs at www.piercedhands.com, though 
she's much more prolific on Instagram and Facebook. She will be 
speaking at 9:30 AM in the Ss. Robert & William Church about “Finding 
Our Identity in Christ.” 

PIN Ministry 

The weekend of October 26-27, the P.I.N. Fund donation envelopes will 
be in the pews. Please consider helping your fellow parishioners who 
are in need. Buying groceries or paying utility bills is often helpful, for 
example. Checks should be written to Saint John of the Cross Parish. 
Please write P.I.N. on the note line. Prayers and donations are 
appreciated. 
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Your Financial Stewardship 
Last Week Giving ......................................................................... $4,168.60 
Last Week Maintenance Giving ................................................... $1,473.00 
Last Week Online Giving ................................................................. $165.00 
Last Week Online Maintenance Giving ............................................ $13.00  
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, October 21 

7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture 
 Study (Rm. 10) 

Tuesday, October 22 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm  Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 

Wednesday, October 23 

Thursday, October 24 

Friday, October 24 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, October 26 

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 
 (Rm. 10) 
9:30 am Soulcore (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, October 27 

9:15 am PSR (PC) 
 

C-Church  
G-Gym 
P-Parish Office  
PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters………………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas……………………………...…………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..……………………………...……..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……..………………………..…………………...………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com………………………...……………………...…………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda……………………………………...………………..Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...………...……….………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….…………………………….…...………....Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………......………….……...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello…………………………………………………………….....……………..Sacristan 

Karen Duke……………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito………………………………………………...………………….Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com………………………………...…………...………………….Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky……………………………………………………....………………Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………..…………..….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………..…………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid. com………………………………..Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell………………………………………...…………..…..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com…………………………...………………..……………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach………………………………………………..….………………..………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…...…………………..…...Ext. 107 

This is my Home...We are Family Program 
Thank you to all parishioners who have completed and submitted your Commitment Card to the church. As 

a reminder, all commitments need to be submitted to the church no later than Sunday, November 03 in 

order to be accounted for in the final Summary Report. Please complete and submit your card to the 

church even if you are unable to make a change to your current level of giving. For those registered 

parishioners not currently supporting the church with regular offertory gifts, please consider a monthly gift 

to support the needs of our parish. 


