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Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

St. John of the Cross Parish 
140 Richmond Road 

  Ss. Robert & William Parish 
367 E. 260th Street 

4:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

M, W & F, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
T & Th, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel) 

Weekday Masses M, W & F, 12Noon (Church) 
T, 8:00 a.m. (Church) 
Th, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
Sat., 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Saturday, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Confessions Saturday, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

First Friday of each month,  
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 24 hours/day, 7 days/week in  
Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

216.289.0770 
www.sjceuclid.com 
info@sjceuclid.com 

Information 216.731.1515 
www.srweuclid.cc 
info@srweuclid.cc 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Mass will be held at 9:00 am on Thursday, November 28. This 
is an opportunity for our St. John of the Cross family to gather 
and offer our prayers of gratitude for all of God’s blessings in 
our community this past year.  

http://www.sjceuclid.com
mailto:info@sjceuclid.com
http://www.srweuclid.cc
mailto:info@srweuclid.cc
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving week!  We certainly have many things to be thankful for this 
year.  As a parish we had an awesome celebration of our 10th Anniversary, and 
the closing Mass and dinner were no exception.  It was so great to have Bishop 
Perez with us.  He radiates such a spirit of peace, joy & hope.  He absolutely loves 
our music ministry and has told me he can sense this is a very special parish!  I 
also really enjoyed watching the video at dinner of what you all like about SJC.  
This will be available on our website soon so if you missed it, check it out.  
Parishioners in a few sentences shared what they love about our parish.   
 
Thank you so much to all on our committee who worked hard to plan the various events of the 10th 
anniversary.  I do not want to list all their names because I fear I would leave someone off.  However, please 
know that so many people worked so very hard from the Opening Concert, Opening Mass, Speaker Series, 
Service projects, Lake County Captains game, Homecoming, Pasta with Padres and more.  We also thank those 
who worked on the spirit ware, cookbooks, placemats, notecards, history book and more.  Just thank you and 
what an excellent way to mark 10 years of hard work establishing a new parish identity.   
 
As we move into the future and the next 10 years of the life of our parish, I really look forward to what the 
Lord has in store for us.  I shared with Bishop Perez that I hope to be here for the next 10 years to help move 
us forward along with Ss. Robert & William.  He seemed agreeable.  I have been working with a strategic 
planning committee to plan a vision and goals for the next 10 years.  We will have some concrete goals for the 
next 5 years as it is hard to plan for 10 years, but we will be thinking where we will be in 10 years.  The first 
part of this plan is to hear from all the stakeholders in our parish, especially the parishioners.  We will do this 
in two ways.  First, we have a survey.  The survey will be done at all Masses the weekend of December 7 & 8.  
It will be a paper survey in the pews.  For those who are more tech savvy, it will be available on our website as 
well.  This survey will give us some valuable information to understand your hopes, dreams and beliefs about 
SJC.  Second, in the winter sometime we will have some sort of “listening” sessions.  We are still developing 
what these will look like, but they will be interactive.  Bottom line, I do not want to make any plans in a 
vacuum.  My hope is to bring everyone to the table and hear from as many people as we can.  Please plan on 
being at Mass the weekend of December 7 & 8 to take the survey or watch for it on the website. 
 
Thank you so much for your response to the Increased Offertory Program.  I am truly amazed at your 
generosity.  Thank you also to the people who took the time to write notes about why they were able to or 
not able to increase their giving.  I took all of them to heart.  My hope in this is that each person would pray 
and reflect on their giving and make an appropriate response.  You all did this and I am a proud shepherd!   
 
Please join Fr. Andrew and Deacon Tom for Mass on Thanksgiving at 9 am.  I am sorry I will not be here as I will 
be at SRW.  It was on Thanksgiving 2009 that I was announced as the new pastor of the new parish, Ss. Robert 
& William so that is a very special day for me there.  But please know you and your loved ones will be in my 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church! 
Peace, 
Fr. John 



Monday, November 25 Weekday 
8:00 am (JB) Bruno Kotarski 

Tuesday, November 26 Weekday 
6:30 pm (JB)  Richard Urbancic 

Wednesday, Nov. 27 Weekday 
8:00 am (EM)  Jim Proctor 

Thursday, November 28 Weekday 
9:00 am (AM)  Anna Pepock 

Friday, November 29 Weekday 

8:00 am (AM)  Frank Kaluza 

Saturday, November 30 St. Andrew 
4:00 pm (AM)   Bill Carrick 

Sunday, December 1 First Sunday of Advent 
  9:00 am (EM)  John & Mary Rogelj 
11:00 am (JB)  Newt & Ginny Baker 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Evelyn Adamczak 
John Ballard 

Noella Burrows 
Matthew Dolenc 

Constance Durrah 
Mary Frain 

Margaret Hasto 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 

Nick Kaluza 
Lucille Kucharski 

Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 

Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 

Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 

Christia Schutt 
Rose Simek 

Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 

Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon 

 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 

Pray for the Sick of the Parish and 
their Caregivers 

Please notify the parish office when a name can be removed from this list. 
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Gospel Meditation 
 
When we acknowledge that Jesus 
is our King, we imply that we are 
His subjects. It is so difficult for us 
to be subjects, for when we pray 
"Thy kingdom come," that means 
His will, not ours, is to be done 
(see Mt 6:10). When we enthrone 
Jesus as our King, we must 
necessarily dethrone ourselves. It 
is even more challenging for a 
citizen of the USA to be a subject. 
Our country is founded on the 
rejection of subjection to the King 
of England. Many people have 
come to the USA to escape from 
being subjected to kings. Our 
form of government is an 
alternative to being subjected to 
kings. We have made a 
"declaration of independence" 
from subjection to kings.  
Moreover, if we subject ourselves 
to King Jesus, we subject 
ourselves to a crucified King. If a 
king made us prosperous and 
victorious, we may be able to 
tolerate being his subjects. But 
why would we accept a King Who 
wouldn't protect us from 
suffering and death? A crucified 
King probably would not make it 
a priority to preserve the 
American lifestyle. He could "ruin 
everything." If Jesus insisted on 
being our King, and we insisted 
upon preserving our own 
independence, we probably 
would have no alternative but to 
crucify Him. 
What will you do with Christ the 
King? Will you sneer (Lk 23:35) 
and jeer at Him (Lk 23:36) or fear 
and draw near Him? Will you 
revile Him (Lk 23:39) or subject 
yourself to Him? 



Parish News 

Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of 
God as one family, we are 
rooted in, and empowered 
by, our sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 

Last week, we discussed the effects that pornography use has on our 
mental health.  Today, let’s talk about the effects that pornography has 
on relationships.  Jesus told us that if a person has looked upon anoth-
er with lust, that person has already committed adultery in their heart.  
Jesus created our hearts- he knows what’s good for them and what’s 
bad for them.  Pornography almost always starts small and we think it’s 
not a big deal and it’s not hurting anyone since we are viewing it pri-
vately.  When people frequently use pornography, over time they often 
report decreased attraction to physical intimacy with their spouses.  
Pornography use is essentially an adulterous relationship outside of 
marriage that has understandably drastic effects.  Individuals who find 
out that their spouse or significant other looks at pornography often 
say that they feel cheated on and that they’re not good enough.  This is 
just a small example of some of the drastic affects that pornography 
can have on marriages and relationships.  In my line of work, I have 
witnessed many couples struggle to repair the damage done by por-
nography.  St. John Paul II said, “In short, the problem with pornogra-
phy is not that it shows too much of the person, but that it shows far 
too little.”  I think what he was saying is that pornography shows the 
physical act, but not the commitment, love, sacrifice, and sacrament 
that is meant to be present in marriage.  If pornography is a struggle 
for you, now is the time to do something about it.  Talk to a counselor, 
find support groups, manage your time online, and pray.  Next week, 
we will be looking at what parents can do to protect their children 
from pornography use. 

Advent Communal Penance Service 
Monday, December 2 at 6:30pm 

at Ss. Robert and William 

St. John of the Cross Parish, together with Ss. Robert and William 
Parish, will celebrate our annual Advent Communal Reconciliation 
Service at Ss. Robert and William on Monday evening, Dec. 2, at 6:30 
pm. We will join together in prayer, seeking the peace that comes 
with the endless mercy of our God, and will also have the 
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please join 
us in receiving God's forgiveness and grace as we begin to look 
forward to the coming of Emmanuel —God's most precious act of 
love and mercy for us.   
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Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the parish office. 

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 

R.H. Hospital Wednesday, 
November 27….………….Regina 

Grande Pointe Sunday,  

Dec. 1……………………...…...Matt 

Counters 

Monday, Dec. 2...……”B” Team 

Annual Giving Tree 
The Saint John of the Cross Giving Tree, 
sponsored each year by the Social Justice 
Ministry, will be on display beginning  
at the 9:00 am Mass on Nov. 28, 
Thanksgiving Day. This is always a 
phenomenal event and WE THANK YOU for 
thinking of others during the Christmas 
season! If you plan to take tags for 
donation, here are some suggestions for 
gifts: 
BIRTHRIGHT (pink tags): There is a need for 
diapers in sizes 3, 4 and 5. All sizes of 
clothing are needed from newborn through 
18 months especially snowsuits and winter 
jackets, along with blankets, baby wash, 
lotion, shampoo and BPA-free bottles. DO NOT WRAP. 

CATHOLIC MINISTRY TO THE INCARCERATED (gold tags): First-class 
postage stamps are needed. 

LEGION OF MARY (yellow tags): Word-search puzzle books, hand soaps, 
slipper socks, shaving lotion, pocket tissues and small cuddly stuffed 
animals for home-bound seniors are needed. Place all in one bag 
indicating male or female. 

ST. ALOYSIUS HUNGER CENTER (blue tags):  t-shirts, sweatshirts, socks, 
gloves and hats are needed. DO NOT WRAP. 

THEA BOWMAN CENTER (orange tags): Gift cards from Giant Eagle, 
Walmart, and McDonalds are needed. Place gift cards in the offertory 
basket or drop them off at the Parish Office. 

ROSE MARY GROUP HOMES (white tags): Specific items requested by 
the residents will be on the tree. Please wrap individually. 

PADRE TOMAS, PADRE HAROLD & PADRE ROGER IN NICARAGUA (lilac 
tags): monetary donations accepted. 

GENERAL GIFT CARDS (green tags): Giant Eagle, Walmart, Marc’s, Kohl’s 
and Target used for parishioners in need and to fill in missing gifts for 
the already mentioned organizations. 

Giving Tree Instructions:  Attach the tag to the matching 

gift. Place the gifts under the trees. Place gift cards and stamps in 
the offertory basket or drop off at the parish office. All items will be 
immediately sorted and taken to the organizations. We don’t want 
to miss anyone’s Christmas party.  All gifts must be returned no 
later than Sunday, December 15, 2019 at noon.  
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REUNITING. REFLECTING. REDIRECTING. REDEDICATING. 
An update from the Hands United in Hope and Love ministry  

November 2019  

 Inspired and energized by a four-day trip to Nicaragua in mid-September, we are pleased 

to share with you an update on our Hands United in Hope and Love ministry. It was an 

emotionally charged trip on many levels and our first in more than two years, as an 

unsettled political climate had forced us to suspend our group visits with parishioners from 

St. John of the Cross and St. Mary-Chardon. Most importantly, however, it provided an important opportunity to:  

 Reunite with our friends and partners. Everywhere we went, we felt that we were back home. We were greeted 

with hugs and tears of joy from our friends in Chacraseca, had an opportunity to meet with Padre Harold at 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and spent time with Padre Tomás at his new parish in León. We were relieved and very 

thankful to find that the political climate in Nicaragua has improved and life is returning to normal on the streets 

of León.  

Reflect on the many successes of our ministry. We saw clear evidence of how your generous Giving Tree and 

Lenten Almsgiving donations and your support of occasional emergency appeals have made a difference in 

Nicaragua. Your willingness to offer a helping hand and the resources for Padre Tomás to keep his school open 

provided a safe haven for the children during the months of unrest. One of the highlights of the trip was the 

opportunity to celebrate the completion of the new Chapel of the Divine Child (Niño Divino) with a very grateful 

community in a remote area of Chacraseca. Speaking on their behalf, one woman expressed heartfelt thanks for 

making their dreams come true! They were excited that we came for a visit and said they are looking forward to 

someday celebrating mass together with their friends from Ohio.  

Redirect the focus of our efforts. We had a very informative and rewarding meeting with the new Bishop of León, 
Rene Socrates Sandigo Jiron. He expressed his gratitude for the gift of the partnership 
and for our continued commitment to the people of Nicaragua. The Bishop encouraged 
us to focus on the poorest of the poor in Nicaragua, while being mindful not to create a 
culture of dependence. He stressed that we can best serve the poor through the gift of 
our love, prayers and a helping hand up – not through handouts. He provided us with 
invaluable insight, guidance and direction for our growing partnership.  Clearly, it was a 
result of this invitation from the Bishop that we were introduced later that day to Padre 
Roger, pastor of The Divine Child Jesus Church in the impoverished community of El 

Viejo-Chinandega, about 35 miles north of León. Padre Roger explained that 100 students attend grades K-6, but 
because his parish community is so poor, they cannot afford to pay the teachers’ salaries or maintain the building. 
To emphasize the situation, he pointed out that each teacher is supposed to receive $25 per month but instead 
they have been paid in only rice and beans for the last 14 years! And in a school serving 100 students, there are 
only two functioning toilets.  
Going forward, our partnership with Sacred Heart of Jesus Church and our support of Padre Tomás’ school will 
continue, but our primary focus this year will be to extend a helping hand to the Padre Roger’s struggling school. 
Our hope and prayer is that your support of this year’s Giving Tree and next year's Almsgiving will provide funds 
to help restore the small school and assist Padre Roger with his teachers’ salaries.   
Rededicate ourselves and our ministry. Being able to assess firsthand the situation in Nicaragua gave us the 

confidence that we could once again make plans for another group mission trip. As our plans take shape, we 

humbly ask for your continued prayerful and financial support and ask that you please continue to pray for 

healing and peace and justice for our friends in Christ in Nicaragua. If you are interested in learning more and 

perhaps joining us on our next trip, please contact Dale George at maridalegeo@msn.com.  As always, muchas 

gracias for all that you do to support our efforts on behalf of the people of Nicaragua!                                                                   

Dale and Marie George              Hands United in Hope and Love ministry  

mailto:maridalegeo@msn.com


St. John of the Cross Tree of Life 
To help commemorate our 10th anniversary, we are creating a memorial piece 
called the SJC Tree of Life. This tree will hang in the Gathering Space and will serve as a testament, for 
generations to come, of the love of and commitment to our beloved parish. We are asking each parishioner 
to consider obtaining a “leaf” on the tree with a $125 donation. Your leaf can display your family name(s), 
honor a graduate of St. Felicitas or St. Paul, remember a deceased parishioner, etc. Order forms can be 
found in the kiosk or on our website. 

Your Financial Stewardship 
Last Week Giving ......................................................................... $3,793.85 

Last Week Maintenance Giving ................................................... $1,083.00 

Faith Direct October, Second Half ............................................... $2,993.00 

Faith Direct October, Second Half Maintenance ......................... $1,020.00  
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, November 25 

7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture 
 Study (Rm. 10) 

Tuesday, November 26 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm  Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 

Wednesday, November 27* 

Thursday, November 28* 

9:00 am Thanksgiving Mass (C) 

Friday, November 29* 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, November 30 

9:30 am Soulcore (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, December 1 

9:15 am PSR (PC) 
 

* Parish Offices Closed 
C-Church  
G-Gym 
P-Parish Office  
PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters………………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas……………………………...…………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..……………………………...……..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……..………………………..…………………...………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com………………………...……………………...…………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda……………………………………...………………..Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...………...……….………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….…………………………….…...………....Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………......………….……...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello…………………………………………………………….....……………..Sacristan 

Karen Duke……………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito………………………………………………...………………….Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com………………………………...…………...………………….Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky……………………………………………………....………………Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………..…………..….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………..…………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid.com…….…………………………..Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell………………………………………...…………..…..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com…………………………...………………..……………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach………………………………………………..….………………..………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…...…………………..…...Ext. 105 
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