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          Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Feast of the Immaculate Conception!  Because the Second Sunday of 
Advent takes precedent, the feast is transferred to Monday, December 9.  We 
will celebrate the Feast at 8 am on December 9 in the Church.  It is a Holy Day 
but not one that obliges Mass attendance since it is on a Monday.  The Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception recognizes the awesome reality that Mary was 
conceived without the stain of Original Sin.  She is the first disciple, the first 
one to say YES to follow the Lord.  We pray that through her intercession we 
came to also say YES to Christ every day of our lives.  One of the great ways to 
grow in our relationship with our Blessed Mother is to pray the Rosary.   
 
I am hosting a Mini-Mission this Sunday and Monday, December 8 and 9 at SS. Robert & William.  It is meant 
for parishioners of both SJC and SRW.  It starts at 7 pm and will go for one hour and will be held in the Church.  
It will focus on the Mass be an opportunity for me to walk you through the two major parts of the Mass and 
help you to come to know more what we are doing and why we are doing it.  There will be an opportunity for 
Q & A as well.  Give yourself the gift of knowing more about the Mass this Advent.   
 
As you make your plans for Christmas, please plan time for Mass and Confession:   
 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 
Masses are at:  4 pm & 10 pm 

 
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25 

Mass is at:  10 am 
                       

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  Vigil 
(New Years), Tuesday, December 31 

Mass is at 4 pm 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(New Years), Wednesday, January 1 

Mass is at 10 am 
                           

Confessions 
Saturday, December 21:   2:30-3:30 pm 

Sunday, December 22:      12:00-1:30 pm 
Monday, December 23:    10:00-11:00 am and 7:00 – 8:00 pm  

 

Make it a great week!  See you at the Mission. 
 
Peace, 
 

Fr. John 



Monday, December 9 Immaculate Conception of Blessed  
8:00 am (JB) Virgin Mary 
  Joey Petrigash 

Tuesday, December 10 Advent Weekday 
6:30 pm (JB)  Jim Czaplicki 

Wednesday, Dec. 11 Advent Weekday 
8:00 am (EM)  Matthew Evanetich 

Thursday, December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
6:30 pm (AM)  Edward Kriz 

Friday, December 13 St. Lucy 

8:00 am (AM)  Marcey Kaluza 

Saturday, December 14 St. John of the Cross 
4:00 pm (AM)  Burrello Family 

Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent 
  9:00 am (EM)  St. John of the Cross Parish Family 
11:00 am (JB)  Joseph Loparo 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Evelyn Adamczak 
John Ballard 

Noella Burrows 
Matthew Dolenc 

Constance Durrah 
Mary Frain 

John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 

Nick Kaluza 
Lucille Kucharski 

Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 

Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 

Joan Raddell 

Pat Rossoll 
Jerry Scarniench 

Judy Schmidt 
Christia Schutt 

Rose Simek 
Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 

Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 

Pray for the Sick of the Parish and 
their Caregivers 

Please notify the parish office when a name can be removed from this list. 
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Gospel Meditation 

 
Today we continue the "joyful 
expectation" of the birth of 
Christ in history, the present, 
and the future. Today we hear 
the words of John the Baptist 
calling people of his time to 
repentance. Now, this baptism 
that John was calling people to is 
not the same baptism that we 
Christians celebrate. However, 
John's baptism is at the root of 
our Christian baptism. John's 
baptism had its roots in the 
"oblation washing" of the Jewish 
people before undertaking 
anything of great importance. 
Christian baptism is a sacrament 
to wash away original sin so as 
to enter sinless into the Christian 
community. It is the one 
sacrament that is celebrated by 
all Christians, even those 
Christians who are not in 
communion with Rome. 
Johns enjoins us to "prepare the 
way of the Lord." His call is to be 
taken in the widest sense. This 
preparation is a personal 
preparation, and is also a 
communal preparation. We are 
called to make sure we are ready 
to meet the Lord, and this 
means that we need to make a 
difference in the world to make 
it better, to make it more 
peaceful, and to make it more 
just. We are called to protect 
each other's dignity and share of 
our abundance with others so 
that each may live a life that is 
centered on helping others. 
 
Prepare the way! 



Parish News & Events Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and 
empowered by, our 
sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 

The holidays are upon us and I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving 
and beginning of Advent!  A common complaint I hear around this time 
of year is that people are struggling with family members.  Old grudges 
are present, new additions may not be accepted, some family 
members may choose to not be present, and tensions can be at an all-
time high.  When these struggles are present, they can take away from 
the entire holiday spirit of generosity, hospitality, and focus on Christ.  
They can also leave us with deep wounds and feelings of rejection and 
failure.  The impact is often felt on our mental health and spiritual lives 
as well.  The difficult part for me as a counselor is that there is never a 
simple answer to these issues.  The only thing we can do is continue to 
do our best to love others despite the differences that arise between 
us.  Sometimes that means continuing to welcome those family 
members that are challenging or do things that we don’t agree with.  
At times it means setting healthy boundaries and laying some ground 
rules for the upcoming event such as refraining from discussing 
political topics, using the event as an opportunity to confront 
someone, or gossiping about other family members.  It may sound 
cliché, but do not let family struggles keep you from focusing on the 
significance and meaning of the holiday.  Also, remember that you are 
not the only family that has these issues.  As with most of these things, 
people don’t often talk about them and we can feel like we are the 
only family that struggles.  As we approach the holidays, consider 
praying and discerning how to best handle potential familial struggles, 
and remember that my door is always open to discuss these issues and 
brainstorm potential solutions.  Please know of my prayers for you and 
all of your families during this Advent season. 
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Mini-Mission on the Mass 
with Fr. John  
Join Fr. John on December 8 and 9 at 7 pm in 
the church at Ss. Robert & William for a “Mini-
Mission” on the Mass.  He will go through the 
Mass, part by part, to help you come to know 

and love the Mass more.  Please invite a friend or family member to 
join you.  This will last one hour each night.  It will include Q & A, so 
bring a question about the Mass to “stump” FJB.  This is for both Ss. 
Robert & William and St. John of the Cross. 

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 
Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception is 
Monday, 
December 
9.  (Normally 
December 8, but 
moved to Monday, December 9 
because December 8 is Second 
Sunday of Advent this year.)  It is 
still a Holy Day but does not 
oblige Mass attendance because 
it is on a Monday.  We do hope 
you can attend.  Mass will be at 
normal times for a Monday.   



Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 

Our Deepest 
Sympathies to the 
Families of Ray Lousin 
Margaret Hasto 
May they know the peace and 
comfort of God’s love and find 
strength in the support of 
friends, family and our parish 
community. 

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 

R.H. Hospital Wednesday, December 11…..……………..……………...Marla 

Grande Pointe Sunday, December 15……………………...Kathy & Celeste 

Counters 

Monday, December 16 ………………………………………………………”A” Team 

St. John of the Cross Tree of Life 
To help commemorate our 10th anniversary, 
we are creating a memorial piece called the 
SJC Tree of Life. This tree will hang in the 
Gathering Space and will serve as a 
testament, for generations to come, of the 
love of and commitment to our beloved 
parish. We are asking each parishioner to 
consider obtaining a “leaf” on the tree with 
a $125 donation. Your leaf can display your 
family name(s), honor a graduate of St. 
Felicitas or St. Paul, remember a deceased 
parishioner, etc. Order forms can be found 
in the kiosk or on our website. 
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Annual Giving Tree 
The Saint John of the Cross Giving Tree, 
sponsored each year by the Social Justice 
Ministry, will be on display. Please be 
sure to stop and pick a tag.  This is always 
a phenomenal event and WE THANK YOU 
for thinking of others during the 
Christmas season!  
All gifts must be returned no later than 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 at noon.  

Mass of Wisdom 

Dear parishioners and friends, last weekend we started the new mass 
setting called “Mass of Wisdom”. Starting with the second Sunday of 
Advent, there will be a copy of the Mass of Wisdom’s booklet at the 
beginning of each Gather’s hymnal in the pews. Make sure that you 
and the people next to you know about it and… sing along! At the end 
of mass, please make sure to put the booklets back at the beginning of 
the hymnals. Thank you very much and may God Bless you, your 
families, and your friends during this Advent season…….……..Francesco 



Parish News & Other Events 
Protecting God’s Children 
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children” program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform 
everyone about the protection of children from sexual abuse. To report any past or present suspected 
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel 
associated with the Church, please contact the Diocesan Response Service Office at 216-334-2999 or via 
email at response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org . You are also asked to immediately inform local 
authorities about inappropriate behavior.   
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2019 Fall Campaign of 40 Days for Life. God blessed the cam-
paign and we know 738 babies, mothers and families were spared from abortion, including 4 babies in our 
communities, and 5 more abortion workers converted. Praise God! Cumulatively over the 12 years of 40 Days 
for Life, there have been 16,742 babies spared from abortion, 196 converted abortion workers, and 104 
abortion facility closures. Praise God! We look forward to praying with you from February 26 – April 5 in the 
2020 spring campaign. God bless you and thank you. 
John Noall, campaign director - 40 DFL/Cleveland/Bedford Hts/Painesville 

mailto:response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org


Your Financial Stewardship 
November 24 Giving……………………………………………………….……….$5,695.00 

November 24 Maintenance Giving……………………………………………..$485.00 

Last Week Giving.. ....................................................................... $4,123.00 

Last Week Maintenance Giving ................................................... $1,366.00 

Faith Direct November, First Half ................................................ $2,579.50 

Faith Direct November, First Half Maintenance ......................... $1,318.50  
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, December 9 

7:00 pm KofC Meeting (PCL) 
7:00 pm Social Justice (MR2) 
7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture 
 Study (Rm. 10) 

Tuesday, December 10 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm  Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 
7:30 pm Strategic Plan Group 
 Meeting (P) 

Wednesday, December 11 

7:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 (MR2) 

Thursday, December 12 

7:00 pm Spiritual Life and 
 Evangelization (MR2) 

Friday, December 13 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, December 14 

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 
 (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, December 15 

9:15 am PSR (PC) 
 

C-Church  
G-Gym 
P-Parish Office  
PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters………………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas……………………………...…………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..……………………………...……..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……..………………………..…………………...………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com………………………...……………………...…………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda……………………………………...………………..Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...………...……….………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….…………………………….…...………....Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………......………….……...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello…………………………………………………………….....……………..Sacristan 

Karen Duke……………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito………………………………………………...………………….Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com………………………………...…………...………………….Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky……………………………………………………....………………Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………..…………..….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………..…………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid.com…….…………………………..Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell………………………………………...…………..…..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com…………………………...………………..……………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach………………………………………………..….………………..………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…...…………………..…...Ext. 105 
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Our next SoulCore session will be held on Saturday, January 4, at 9:30 AM in Room 
10 of the Community Center. For more information contact Anney Roach at 
aroach@sjceuclid.com  

mailto:aroach@sjceuclid.com

