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Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

St. John of the Cross Parish 
140 Richmond Road 

             Ss. Robert & William Parish 
           367 E. 260th Street 

4:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass            4:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses            9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

M, W & F, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
T & Th, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel) 

Weekday Masses            M, W & F, 12Noon (Church) 
           T, 8:00 a.m. (Church) 
           Th, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
           Sat., 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Saturday, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Confessions            Saturday, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

First Friday of each month,  
8:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration            24 hours/day, 7 days/week in  
           Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

216.289.0770 
www.sjceuclid.com 
info@sjceuclid.com 

Information            216.731.1515 
           www.srweuclid.cc 
           info@srweuclid.cc 

http://www.sjceuclid.com
mailto:info@sjceuclid.com
http://www.srweuclid.cc
mailto:info@srweuclid.cc
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope you had a great Christmas season.  While our church decorations 
will stay up one more week, until the celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord, the official Christmas season ends with the feast of the Epiphany.  
We celebrate the Wise Men seeking to see the Christ child and bringing 
him gifts.   
 
I hope and pray you are having a wonderful Christmas celebration.  Our 
Masses were absolutely beautiful and I loved every minute of them.  The 
church looked beautiful, the sounds of the music were angelic, the filled 
pews inspiring and the communal celebration of the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ into our world that celebrates his birth were just AWESOME!   
 
Thank you so much to everyone who worked so hard to make our 
celebration so special.  Terri Burello who coordinates all that happens in 
the church and did a great job.  Francesco Binda and the music ministry 
have been practicing for weeks to prepare and that really showed in 
their wonderful music.  Thank you to all the Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, 
Altar Servers, and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.  We 
could not have done it without you. 
 
Thank you also for your generosity always, but especially with the 
Christmas collection.  It is always very much appreciated.  I am always 
humbled at the most generous nature of so many.  We will have totals 
of all the recent collections in the January 19 bulletin.  
 
Thank you so much for your most generous response to the Giving Tree.  
We have helped a large number of families and individuals have a great 
Christmas.  You all never cease to amaze me with your generous spirit.   
 
And most importantly, thank you so much for all the cards, goodies and 
gifts to the staff and me.  We loved them very much.  You all spoil us!  
But please know we appreciate it and we consider it such a gift to be 
able to serve all of you at this parish and to help build up the kingdom of 
God here in our little corner of Euclid.   
 
Make it a great week! 
 
Peace, 
 
Fr. John 

Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and 
empowered by, our 
sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 



Monday, January 6 Christmas Weekday 

8:00 am (JB) Frank Kaluza 

Tuesday, January 7 Christmas Weekday 
  6:30 pm (JB)  Suzanna Jukic 

Wednesday, January 8 Christmas Weekday 
8:00 am (EM)  Thomas R. Wetzel 

Thursday, January 9 Christmas Weekday 
6:30 pm (AM)  Kay McMahon 

Friday, January 10 Christmas Weekday 

8:00 am (AM)  St. John of the Cross Parish Family 

Saturday, January 11 Christmas Weekday 
4:00 pm (AM)  Carol Smigelski 

Sunday, January 12 Baptism of the Lord 
  9:00 am (EM)  Robert Kravos 
11:00 am (AM)  Lois Carmosino 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Evelyn Adamczak 
John Ballard 

Noella Burrows 
Matthew Dolenc 

Constance Durrah 
Mary Frain 

John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 

Nick Kaluza 
Lucille Kucharski 

Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 

Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 

Joan Raddell 

Pat Rossoll 
Jerry Scarniench 

Judy Schmidt 
Christia Schutt 

Rose Simek 
Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 

Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 

Pray for the Sick of the Parish and 
their Caregivers 

Please notify the parish office when a name can be removed from this list. 
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Gospel Meditation 

We may walk many roads when we 
search for God, and He leads us all the 
while. The men we honor today were 
not Jews. The Messiah wasn’t coming 
for them, not in the minds of Jesus’ 
contemporaries. These men were 
astrologers. They were adept at reading 
portents in the sky, a practice 
condemned in the Mosaic covenant. 
Still, to the best of their knowledge and 
awareness, they were seeking the 
truth. This truth led them to journey 
from their own homeland to honor a 
king they’d never met, one they 
couldn’t be sure truly existed. “‘We saw 
his star at its rising and have come to 
do him homage.’” Who do you know 
seeks God so tenaciously? 
 
“Magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem,” the Gospel tells us. Who 
are the seekers in your own life? 
Maybe it’s your cautiously curious co-
worker, the neighbor who 
unexpectedly found peace on a yoga 
retreat, or your desperately angry child 
who has chosen, for now, to go their 
own way. Perhaps they’re not overtly 
headed for Jesus now, not yet. But they 
may well be seekers of truth in ways we 
didn’t expect. Our invitation is to listen, 
inquire, and give directions when 
appropriate. 
 
The magi and modern-day seekers can 
inspire us as well. When is the last time 
you sought God’s truth so tenaciously? 
As believers, it can perhaps be easy to 
become desensitized to the Christmas 
season and to the miraculous reality we 
recently celebrated. Mass may have 
been lovely, but so was the succulent 
roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, 
and the warm glow of family. Consider 
asking yourself, “God, do I know you as 
well as I should? Would I journey as far 
as the magi to meet You, if I could? Do I 
journey to meet You daily in prayer? 
What do those answer say about me, 
and about our relationship?” Perhaps 
we, like the magi, can once again be 
“overjoyed” at seeing the Light of the 
World. 



Parish News 
Luke Brown’s Reflection 

As a counselor, you would not believe how many times I hear about 
New Year’s Resolutions.  They are most frequently made about things 
like diet, exercise, and saving money, but the possibilities are endless.  I 
find myself having very little faith in New Year’s Resolutions alone to 
actually change anything in a person’s life.  While there are exceptions, 
I have found that most people start building up January 1st as a big 
transformative day months in advance, find the courage to stop or 
start their behavior resolution, and then inevitably slip up, crash and 
burn, and refrain from trying again until next year.  Friends I have in 
the gym business say that January 1st is the biggest day of the year for 
new memberships, followed by a sharp decline in attendance 
throughout the rest of the month.  My issue with these resolutions is 
that failure is very common and having this significant start date for a 
resolution just leads to increased self-loathing, disappointment, and 
despair.  Who cares if you fail on January 7th?  Now the new start date 
is January 7th- start again.  You went 7 days without eating Oreos!  
Excellent!  Now try for 10 days.  My other issue with these resolutions 
is that we should be setting these goals constantly throughout the 
year.  January 1st and Lent aren’t the only times we should be 
practicing sacrifice, generosity, and almsgiving.  This week, consider 
praying about your goals for self-improvement and remember that the 
process is lifelong, not restricted to January 1st. 
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Bingo 
Volunteers 
Needed 
Bingo here at St. John of the 
Cross is on Tuesday evenings, 
starting at 6:30pm.   
This is a significant source of 
extra revenue for the 
parish.  We are looking for 
volunteers to give one night a 
month in helping with the 
Bingo game.  It is very easy 
and a great group of people 
to hang out with each week.   
For information, call or email 
the Parish Office at 
216.289.0770 or 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com.  

A Thank You from the Social Justice Ministry 
Thank you ever so much for the prayers and gifts for the Catholic Ministry to the Incarcerated, the Thea 
Bowman Center, the Saint Aloysius Food Bank, Birthright, Rose Mary Center, Padre Harold, The Legion of 
Mary and fellow parishioners.   The Prison Mission gave inmates in the Cuyahoga County jail two Christmas 
cards and two stamps to write to loved ones. The Thea Bowman Center will use the food gift cards all year as 
help for participants at the food bank and various activities at the Center. Birthright will give out diapers and 
baby items all year round as families come for help.  Rose Mary Center now has all the children and adults 
living in group homes rather than at the Center. There are 17 group homes in the area of our church. The 
Administration Building and Day Care have moved to West 14th Street. The wrapped gifts were presented at 
Christmas. The extra gift cards were used to make sure all 93 tenants received a gift. We even had a few 
extras for items needed all year round. The money for Padre Harold will go to continue to help Sacred Heart 
Parish in Nicaragua. The Saint John of the Cross Legion of Mary delivered gifts to older adults in nursing 
homes. Fellow parishioners received $50 and $100 grocery store gift cards depending on the size of the 
family. Five families were helped. Saint Aloysius volunteers distributed the sweatshirts at the Food Bank that 
the parish runs.  We are sure there were many smiles this Christmas. As it has been for many, many years the 
Giving Tree was a huge success thanks to all of you! Please continue to keep all in your prayers. “And may the 
Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people just as we also do for you.”  
- 1 Thess. 3:12.   

mailto:alinsky@sjceuclid.com


Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 
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Fr. Robert Barron’s 
Catholicism series 
We will do five this winter of Fr. 
Barron’s Catholicism series starting on 
Monday, January 6 at 6:30 pm and run 
for five weeks in the All Saints Room of 
Ss. Robert & William Parish.  It is a joint 
parish event with SRW.  Please call the 
Parish Office to register.  It is free and 
open to all adults.  Journey around the 
world and deep into the Catholic Faith 
in all its richness, history, beauty, goodness, and truth in breathtaking, 
high-definition cinematography.  Travel to more than 50 locations 
throughout 15 countries with acclaimed author, speaker, and 
theologian Bishop Robert Barron. You'll be illuminated by the spiritual 
and artistic treasures of this global culture, claiming more than one 
billion of Earth’s people.  From the sacred lands of Israel to the beating 
heart of Uganda; from the glorious shrines of Italy, France, and Spain 
to the streets of Mexico, Kolkata, and New York City; the fullness of 
CATHOLICISM is revealed. Veteran NBC Today Show correspondent 
and acclaimed filmmaker Mike Leonard is the Executive Producer of 
the series.   



Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 
R.H. Hospital Wednesday, January 8…..….……………….……………...Marla 

Grande Pointe Sunday, January 12………….…………….….Legion of Mary 

Counters 
Monday, January 13 ………………………….……………………………...”B” Team 

Parish News & Other Events 

St. John of the 
Cross Tree of Life 
This tree will hang in the 
Gathering Space and will serve 
as a testament, for generations 
to come, of the love of and 
commitment to our beloved 
parish. We are asking each 
parishioner to consider 
obtaining a “leaf” on the tree 
with a $125 donation.  Your 
leaf can display your family 
name(s), honor a graduate of 
St. Felicitas or St. Paul, 
remember a deceased 
parishioner, etc. Order forms 
can be found in the kiosk or on 
our website. 
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Retrouvaille Weekend 
The next Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend is scheduled for January 24-
26, 2020.  This is a Lifeline for Troubled Marriages. Has your marriage 
become unloving or uncaring – your relationship cold, distant – 
thinking about a separation or divorce? Are you already separated/
divorced but both of you want to try again?  Then the Retrouvaille 
program may help.  
RETROUVAILLE, which means rediscovery, is supported by the Catholic 
diocese of Cleveland, but it is open to couples of all faiths. This 
program consists of a weekend experience for couples and six follow 
up sessions. A registration fee of $150 is required to confirm your 
reservation.  For more information concerning the program, or to 
register, please call Marce or Liz Gliha at 440.357.6580 or 
1.800.470.2230, or go online to www.helpourmarriage.org.  

 
 
 

SJOC Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry combines the love of knitting and crocheting 
with compassion for those in need of comfort and healing. The shawl 
maker prays for whomever is to receive the shawl. All of our shawls 
receive a final blessing by the group. Shawl makers meet once a month 
or can be involved at home.  Contributions for yarn are also greatly 
appreciated. If you would like to request a prayer shawl for a member 
of your family or for a friend, please call the Parish Office at 
216.289.0770. 

http://www.helpourmarriage.org


Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, January 6 

7:30 pm Strategic Plan Group
 Meeting (P) 
7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture 
 Study (Rm. 10) 

Tuesday, January 7 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 

Wednesday, January 8 

Thursday, January 9 

Friday, January 10 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, January 11 

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 
 (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, January 12 
 

C-Church  
G-Gym 
P-Parish Office  
PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters………………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas……………………………...…………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..……………………………...……..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……..………………………..…………………...………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com………………………...……………………...…………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda……………………………………...………………..Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...………...……….………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….…………………………….…...………....Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………......………….……...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello…………………………………………………………….....……………..Sacristan 

Karen Duke……………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito………………………………………………...………………….Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com………………………………...…………...………………….Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky……………………………………………………....………………Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………..…………..….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………..…………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid.com…….…………………………..Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell………………………………………...…………..…..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com…………………………...………………..……………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach………………………………………………..….………………..………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…...…………………..…...Ext. 105 
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Your Financial Stewardship 
December 22 Giving ..................................................................... $3,802.60 

December 22 Maintenance Giving ................................................. $265.00 
  
Last week’s giving will be posted in next weekend’s bulletin. 
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 

************************************************************************************************** 
 

2019 Contribution Statements will not be mailed out this year unless requested. Please fill out the form below 
and drop off the form either at the parish office or in the collection basket. All statements requested will be 
mailed out before the end of January. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 


