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 January 19, 2020                                                                                                              2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

St. John of the Cross Parish 
140 Richmond Road 

             Ss. Robert & William Parish 
           367 E. 260th Street 

4:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass            4:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses            9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

M, W & F, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
T & Th, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel) 

Weekday Masses            M, W & F, 12Noon (Church) 
           T, 8:00 a.m. (Church) 
           Th, 8:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
           Sat., 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

Saturday, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Confessions            Saturday, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

First Friday of each month,  
8:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration            24 hours/day, 7 days/week in  
           Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

216.289.0770 
www.sjceuclid.com 
info@sjceuclid.com 

Information            216.731.1515 
           www.srweuclid.cc 
           info@srweuclid.cc 

http://www.sjceuclid.com
mailto:info@sjceuclid.com
http://www.srweuclid.cc
mailto:info@srweuclid.cc
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From Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
This week we observe two important struggles in our world: Racism and Abortion.  This 
Monday we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  It is a day to remember this great 
prophet in our country who helped to remind people that we are all created in the 
likeness and image of God and that all people are equal, no matter of their race and/or 
ethnic background.  On January 22 we observe that dreadful day in the history of our 
country that we made it legal to murder an innocent child in the womb.  Over the 
years we have forgotten that God is the author and owner of all life and no one has the 
right to end someone else’s life.  As Catholics we must commit ourselves to 
promoting and ensuring the dignity and equality of all human beings from natural conception until natural 
death!   
As we enter into this coming year in which we have a presidential election I am sure the issues of race and abortion 
as well as many other issues will come to the forefront as we consider who we want to lead us in the new decade.  
As the Catholic Church in the United States we are joining together to ensure civility and respect for each person.  
From the usccb.org website:   
“As Catholics, we have a long tradition of engagement in the political process as a means of putting our faith into 
action. We are called to bring the best of ourselves and our faith to the public square—and yet today, many shy 
away from such involvement because our national and local conversations are filled with vitriol and harsh language, 
often directed at people themselves.   When personal attacks replace honest debate, no one wins. This kind of 
attack, no matter the reason, only serves to further divide our communities.  As Catholics, we must model a better 
way. We invite you to join the Civilize It campaign by taking the pledge below as a way to promote civility, love our 
neighbors, and build community.  Civilize It is about making room in your heart for those with whom you disagree. 
We are called to recognize that each one of us is a beloved child of God and to respond in love to that 
reality. Civilize It is a non-partisan call to focus on the dignity of all people, even when we disagree, and to put faith 
in action by bearing witness to a better way forward.  
Take the pledge below as an individual, family, or community. Anyone and everyone can commit together to 
honoring human dignity through civil conversation.  
 

 I PLEDGE: 

 1. Civility 
To recognize the human dignity of those with whom I disagree, treat others with respect, and rise above attacks 
when directed at me. 
 2. Clarity 
To root my political viewpoints in the Gospel and a well formed conscience, which involves prayer, conversation, 
study and listening. I will stand up for my convictions and speak out when I witness language that disparages 
others' dignity, while also listening and seeking to understand others’ experiences.  
 3. Compassion 
To encounter others with a tone and posture which affirms that I honor the dignity of others and invites others to do 
the same. I will presume others’ best intentions and listen to their stories with empathy.  I will strive to understand 
before seeking to be understood. “ 
I encourage all of us to consider taking this pledge and lifting it up in your own lives as we go through this year. I 
hope you can join me this afternoon for the showing of Unplanned.  See elsewhere in the bulletin for more 
information. 
 

Make it a great week!  See you in Church.   Peace, Fr. John 

https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/download_file/view/214/800


Monday, January 20 Weekday 

8:00 am (JB) St. John of the Cross Parish Family 

Tuesday, January 21 St. Agnes 
  6:30 pm (JB)  Catherine Butler 

Wednesday, January 22 Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of  
   Unborn Children 
8:00 am (EM)  Jack Wolfe 

Thursday, January 23 Weekday 
6:30 pm (AM)  Anna & John Kozelj 

Friday, January 24 St. Francis de Sales 

8:00 am (AM)  Helen Percic 

Saturday, January 25 Conversion of St. Paul 
4:00 pm (JB)  Irene Plevelich 

Sunday, January 26 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  9:00 am (AM)  John & Elizabeth Emm 
11:00 am (EM)  St. John of the Cross Parish Family 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Evelyn Adamczak 
John Ballard 

Noella Burrows 
Michael Cinalli 

Matthew Dolenc 
Constance Durrah 

Mary Frain 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 

Nick Kaluza 
Lucille Kucharski 

Bob Lucas 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Rudy Myeress 

Sheila Moore-Baka 
Larry O’Donnell 

Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 

Christia Schutt 
Rose Simek 

Frank Somrack 
John Tarmann 

Jennifer Tennyson 
Abbie Vernon 

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE 

216-289-0770 ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can also offer 
prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential. 

Pray for the Sick of the Parish and 
their Caregivers 

Please notify the parish office when a name can be removed from this list. 

Gospel Meditation 

On the cusp of fame, power, or 
influence, would you turn it down? 
Today’s Gospel again features John 
the Baptist. Controversial but 
popular, John has gathered quite a 
group of followers. He has disciples. 
People come from near and far to be 
baptized by him. Pharisees and 
government leaders are drawn to his 
preaching. If John was another man, a 
lesser man, he would have claimed 
his own greatness. Instead, John the 
Baptist is a witness to humility. 
“The next day he saw Jesus coming 
toward him and said, ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God … he is the one of whom 
I said, “A man is coming after me who 
ranks ahead of me.”… the reason why 
I came baptizing with water was that 
he might be made known.’” Rather 
than point to himself, John points to 
Christ. John could have grasped at 
what he had accumulated. He could 
have seen Jesus as a Messianic 
competitor. Instead, John knows who 
he is. He knows his place as 
forerunner. Because John knows who 
Jesus is. “I have seen and testified 
that he is the Son of God.” 
A life of humility, a life for others, can 
be challenging to live. So much of our 
culture is built around achievement 
and individualism. We can justify it, 
too, in pursuit of “greater goods” and 
higher ideals. In the process, 
however, we might miss our own 
participation in the kingdom of God. 
John, for all of his humility, was not 
an afterthought. In another Gospel 
passage, Jesus calls him “the greatest 
prophet,” even the greatest of men. 
Why? Because he fulfills the mission 
given to him by God: to announce the 
coming of the Messiah. We too are 
prophets and forerunners. Our 
witness to the Gospel is meant to 
point people to Jesus. Consider your 
own mission this week. To whom are 
you called to announce the good 
news of the Son of God? 
 
©LPi 
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Parish News 
Our Parish Mission 
 
We are the 
Catholic 
Community 
of St. John of 
the Cross, 
established in 
2009. Uniting 
the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and 
empowered by, our 
sacramental life and 
Eucharistic celebrations.  
Living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and 
challenge one another to 
share our giftedness, 
embrace our diversity, and 
engage in social outreach, 
service and education. In 
doing so, we seek to extend 
the reign of God in Euclid 
and the wider community. 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 
When I talk to priests about the sacrament of confession, I often hear them say that penitents often say, “I’m 
tired of coming back here week after week and month after month repeating the same sins.”  It’s easy to get 
discouraged when we are trying to change behaviors.  We strive for virtue and holiness and yet it can seem 
like we are bogged down in a repetitive cycle of sins that will never change or improve.  In these moments, 
we need to remember to have hope.  Something that I think is very important when we are trying to change 
behavior is to journal our progress.  When I meet with people who start tracking their progress, they are 
often caught off guard when they realize that their behaviors are changing.  They start to realize that instead 
of falling into their sins such as sarcasm or anger every day, it’s now every other day or once a week, then it’s 
once per month!  If we don’t have a way of tracking or remembering this, it’s easy to overlook our progress.  
When we overlook our progress, that’s when Satan comes in and tells us that we haven’t changed, aren’t 
changing, and will never change.  When we get discouraged and lose hope, that’s when we stop trying and 
then we really aren’t changing or growing.  This week, I would encourage you to keep a calendar or journal 
handy to write down the occasions of sin that you are trying to change.  You may find that you are growing 
more than you realized! 
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Good and Gracious God, Creator and Father of all 
humanity, we praise you for the gift of human life.   

We know that it is your immense love  
that breathes life into each and  every human being 

from the moment of natural conception until  
the moment of natural death.   

For this we honor you! 
We implore your intercession to change the hearts 

and minds of all who do not see  
the dignity and humanity of  

each human being from the moment of conception. 
We implore your graces upon all who work to  
change hearts and minds especially through  

prayers and witness. 
We implore the intercession of the most  

Holy Family, Jesus, Mary & Joseph  
that every Mother and Father may be graced with 
the beautiful parental love that you model for us.   

We ask all things through your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

                                                                             -Fr. John 



Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present 
status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal 
history, age, background, race, 
etc., no matter what your own 
self image, you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected here at St. John 
of the Cross. To become a 
registered parishioner, please 
pick up a form at the parish 
office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to 
attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to 
be made at least six months in 
advance. Contact Fr. John at 
the Parish Office. 

St. John of the Cross Tree of Life 
This tree will hang in the Gathering Space and will serve as a 
testament, for generations to come, of the love of and commitment 
to our beloved parish. We are asking each parishioner to consider 
obtaining a “leaf” on the tree with a $125 donation. Your leaf can 
display your family  name(s), honor a graduate of St. Felicitas or St. 
Paul, remember a deceased parishioner, etc. Order forms can be 
found in the kiosk or on our website. 

Community Meal 
The Community Meal is an opportunity to have a free dinner with 
parishioners and Euclid neighbors at SRW in the upper hall.  The next 
meal on Tuesday, January 28, begins at 5:15 pm.  The meal menu 
includes: salad, Beef Pepper Steak, rice, cauliflower, corn and a 
homemade dessert.  

Adoration 
Join Deacon Tom Shetina and the Legion of Mary for Holy Hour on 

January 20th from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Church. Through song, 

scripture and silence, we invite you take time to reflect on Jesus’ 

presence in the Eucharist. Reflections on Mary will be featured. 
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Parish News & Other Events 

************************************************************************************************** 
 

2019 Contribution Statements will not be mailed out this year unless requested. Please fill out the form below 
and drop off the form either at the parish office or in the collection basket. All statements requested will be 
mailed out before the end of January. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grandparents Group 

Calling all grandparents!!  Now 
that the holidays are over, the 
Ss. Anne & Joachim 
Grandparents’ Prayer Group is 
back in session!   The group 
meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month.  Our next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, January 28, 
at 7 PM in the Ursuline Chapel of  
Ss. Robert & William Catholic 
Parish.  We welcome all 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
godparents – anyone who wants 
to pray for the special children in 
their lives.  Hope to see you!  
Please contact Linda at 216-261-
9201 or lindashenk@yahoo.com 
with any questions.  

Couple’s Night Out –Presentation and Dancing! 
Married couples are invited to gather on Saturday February 8th at Ss 
Robert and William Parish Center for a night out.  Sr. Mary Ann 
Spangler HM will present Praying For and With My Spouse.  Sister 
brings years of experience as a Spiritual Director. Her presentation will 
assist couples to explore prayer within a marital relationship. Following 
the presentation, there will be a Disc Jockey playing music for a night 
of dancing.  The evening will begin at 6:30pm.  There is no cost with 
wine and pop being provided.  Consider bringing an appetizer to share.  
RSVP  216-731-1515. 
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Visiting Eucharistic Ministers 

R.H. Hospital Wednesday, 
January 22………………...Chris H. 

Grande Pointe Sunday,  

January 26……………..Eric & Jeff 

Counters 

Monday, Jan. 27...….”A” Team 

Parish Activities 
Schedule 
 

Monday, January 20 * 

6:30 pm Holy Hour (C) 
7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture 
 Study (Rm. 10) 

Tuesday, January 21 

9:15 am Scripture Reflection 
 (MR2) 
5:15 pm Legion of Mary (MR2) 
6:30 pm Bingo (G) 

Wednesday, January 22 

Thursday, January 23 

Friday, January 24 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 10) 

Saturday, January 25 

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group 
 (Rm. 10) 

Sunday, January 26 

9:15 am PSR (PC) 
9:30 am RCIA (P) 

 
*  Parish Office Closed 

 

C-Church  
G-Gym 
P-Parish Office  
PG-Parish Grounds 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHC-Sacred Heart Chapel 
PC-Parish Community Center 
PCL-Parish Community Center Library 
Rm. 10  in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert & William 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters………………………………………...…….…………………..…...Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com……………………………...………….………………………...Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas……………………………...…………………...…Parochial Vicar 

frandrew@sjceuclid.com……………………………………………………………….Ext. 108 

Deacon Charles Doerpers………..……………………………...……..…...…….….Deacon 

Deacon Tom Shetina……..………………………..…………………...………...…...Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com………………………...……………………...…………Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda……………………………………...………………..Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com……………………………………...………...……….………..Ext. 104 

Luke Brown…………………….…………………………….…...………....Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com…………………………………………......………….……...Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello…………………………………………………………….....……………..Sacristan 

Karen Duke……………………………………………………………………………..Receptionist 

kduke@sjceuclid.com…………………………...……………………………………….Ext. 100 

Jim Granito………………………………………………...………………….Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com………………………………...…………...………………….Ext. 102 

Anita Linsky……………………………………………………....………………Office Manager 
alinsky@sjceuclid.com………………………………………...………..…………..….Ext. 100 

Bill Olson…………………………………………………………..…………...……………..Ext. 111 
bolson@sjceuclid.com…….…………………………..Youth & Young Adult Minister 

Nancy Powell………………………………………...…………..…..Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com…………………………...………………..……………..…..Ext. 101 

Anney Roach………………………………………………..….………………..………..……...DRE 
aroach@sjceuclid.com…………………………………...…...…………………..…...Ext. 105 

Your Financial Stewardship 

Last Week’s Giving ....................................................................... $5,133.50 

Last Week’s Maintenance Giving .................................................... $778.00 

Christmas……………………………………………………………………….………$15,459.00 

Faith Direct December, Second Half ............................................ $3,593.00 

Faith Direct December, Second Half Maintenance ........................ $831.00 
 
Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a month. 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to serve God! 
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