
 August 16, 2020                                                                                            Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
Happy Mid-August!  I hope this note finds you healthy and “reasonably well.”  As we 
continue to navigate our way through 2020, we do so with much faith in God and 
keeping our eyes fixed on Him.  This past week I resumed weekly staff meetings with 
the staff at both parishes.  While the staff has been very present, we have not had the 
opportunity to come together to pray and talk through ministry and all that goes on 
around here.  Our focus in the next few weeks will be how do we as a parish continue 
the important ministries of Worship, Faith Formation, Outreach and Fellowship while 
living with the virus?   
 
Over the past few months, we have struggled not only with the virus but with civil 
unrest.  This calls for us, as a country, to address racism, especially towards our 
African American brothers and sisters.  We have witnessed impassioned and angry 
violent protests.  We have seen people of all races and backgrounds killed.  We have 
seen senseless violence and destruction of property and people’s livelihoods, and we 
have seen anger and division!  We have seen a few members of law enforcement 
disgracing the good name of so many people who serve us, and serve us so bravely 
and nobly!  So many parishioners and members of our community have asked what do we do with this?  The Catholic response 
is one of peace and healthy dialogue, one of accompaniment and LOVE in which we work to make sure every human being 
knows they are loved and matter, and  assure each person has a voice and is counted and considered.  As a people of LIFE, we 
know that from the moment of natural conception until the moment of natural death, every LIFE matters.  How in our 
community can we make sure that all people know and feel that love, feel they matter and know the value of their life?  What 
can we do as a Catholic parish to help support this?   
 
Recently, we as the parish communities of SRW & SJC, sent a peace lily and note to the 13 active churches in Euclid.  The 
racial makeup of the church did not matter.  If they are Christian, we approached it from the point of view of our common belief 
in Jesus Christ.  We said we were sorry for any past hurts and we look forward to healthy, loving dialogue so that we can work 
together to continue to build a just society. The response was overwhelming and the love and tears shed have been so life giving 
and I believe set us up well to work with our brothers and sisters in Christ in Euclid to build the kingdom in a loving and 
peaceful manner.   
 
I have also assembled a taskforce to look at the issue of racism.  The taskforce is made up of parishioners and staff of both SJC 
and SRW.  I believe the Catholic Church can respond and accompany through education/formation and prayer.  There may even 
be opportunities for advocacy.  Over the next few months, the taskforce will meet to educate ourselves and plan opportunities in 
2021 to educate and pray within our parish communities and to participate in the local, national and global community in 
helping to assure each person is loved and knows their life matters.  What a glorious day that will be!   
 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church or online. 
 
 
Peace, 

Fr. John 

From Our Pastor 



St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond 
Road): 

Masses: 
        Saturday Vigil at 4 pm.   

        Sunday, 7:45 am. (in the shrine weather 
permitting); & 10:15 am 

 Monday, 8:30 am 
 Tuesday, 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday, 8:30 am 
 Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Morning Prayer: 
 Friday, 8:30 am 

Adoration: 
Adoration in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 pm. 

 Masses At Ss. Robert & William: 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  11:30 am 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am 
 *All six SRW Masses will be 

LIVESTREAMED 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm; and Ss. Robert & 
William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

Parish Office Hours:     Monday, Tuesday, 
& Thursday — 8 am to 1 pm 

Monday, August 17 
8:30 AM (JB//TS-P) † Robert Kravos 

Tuesday, August 18 
6:30 PM (JB) † Barbara Strumbly 

Wednesday, August 19 
8:30 AM (AM) † St. John of the Cross Parish 

Thursday, August 20 
6:30 PM (AM/TS) † St. John of the Cross Parish 

Friday, August 21 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer) 

Saturday, August 22 
4 PM (AM/TS-P) † Tim Barrett 

Sunday, August 23 
7:45 AM (JB/TS-P) †Mike Krainz 
10:15 AM (JB/TS-P) † Margaret Berkopec 

WEEKLY READINGS  
Readings for the week of August 16, 2020 
Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
Monday: Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 
[cf. 18a]/Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-
28, 30, 35cd-36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
[1]/Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 
18-19 [Ez 36:25]/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-
9 [1]/Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-
12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 23:1-12 
Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 
[8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

Our Deepest Sympathy to the Families 
of:  

Rose Rico and 
Matthew Znidarsic, Jr. 

May they know the peace and comfort 
of God’s love and find strength in the 
support of friends, family and our 
parish community. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

We will once again acknowledge one another with 
a sign of peace during the celebration of the Mass. 
This sign of peace can be a wave, nod of head, the 

peace sign.  Please maintain physical distancing 

when offering a sign of peace.  Please refrain from 

shaking hands, fist bump, elbow touch, hugging etc.                                                               

Thank you. 



Parish Family 
Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present status in the 
Catholic Church, no matter what your 
current family and marital situation, no 
matter what your personal history, age, 
background, race, etc., no matter what your 
own self image, you are invited, welcomed, 
accepted, loved and respected here at St. 
John of the Cross. To become a registered 
parishioner, please pick up a form at the 
parish office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 

Expectant parents are to attend a Baptism 
Class prior to scheduling a Baptism. Contact 
the parish office to discuss arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to be made at 
least six months in advance. Contact Fr. 
John at the Parish Office. 

 

Remember: every Friday in the Church, 
there is Adoration from 9 am to 2 pm.  
 
It is a time of untold graces that may give you 
unexpected clarity if you let it be. 
 

“As I prayed before the Blessed 

Sacrament in Adoration saying the 
rosary, I walked by the Stations of 
the Cross.  I was praying my last 
Hail Mary, when I looked up at the 

14th station and saw Mary helping to 
lay her son, Jesus, in the tomb.  I 
looked beyond towards the altar, and 

saw the statue of Mary holding her 
baby.  What an impact it was slowly 
saying:  Hail Mary Full of Grace the 

Lord is with you.” 

FISHING ANYONE ? 
 

If you like fishing where there are plenty of fish 

in the sea, then have I got a fishing hole for 

you!   Ok, it’s a virtual fishing hole where you 

will be fishing for men.  Jesus asked St. Peter to 

become a fisher of men and look at what he 

did with 11 of his closest fishing buddies. 

 

St. Peter and his friends cast their nets far and 

wide, and they officially caught 2.4 billion 

Christians - and that was without the internet.  

Starting this week and continuing weekly, St. 

John of the Cross will be promoting The Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) on our 

Facebook page and website. 

 

Jesus is now calling on US to be fishers of men.  

We are asking you to virtually fish for men and 

women by sharing these posts with your 

Facebook friends.  If you are not receiving our 

posts, please go onto our Facebook page and 

click on Follow and Like.  The more we share 

the posts, the more people we can reach with 

the love of Christ 

 



PRAYERS FOR 
Evelyn Adamczak 

John Ballard 
Noella Burrows 

Barbara Contorno 
Constance Durrah 

Mary Frain 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 
Peggy Kiikka 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Sheila Moore-Baka 

Rudy Myeress 
Larry O’Donnell 

Linda Palko 
Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 
Mary Rot 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Rose Simek 
Colette Suhy 

John Tarmann 
Rita Vaitkus 

Abbie Vernon 
Please notify us 
when a name can 
removed from list.   

VIEW FROM THE PEWS 
Reflections on Racism in our Country  

 
 

There was a book that came out in the 80s 
called Color Me Beautiful.  It was a how-to guide 
for women to choose the right colors for their 
wardrobe.  The premise was: as there are four 
seasons in the year, there are four color palettes 
from which to choose so your face and figure are 
best highlighted by your clothing.  Hence your 
color grouping would be Spring, Summer, Fall or 
Winter.   
 
I had forgotten that book until years later when I 
saw a new edition.  The author featured women 
of color as well as women of varying shades of 
white.  It suddenly hit me that when the original 
book came out, women of color were not thought 
to be part of the American landscape.  Why 
didn’t I wonder in 1987 that the women in the 
book represented rather few color types? 
 
I ponder my attitudes of long ago.  It was not 
malice I felt, but it was lack of interest in 
addressing cultural attitudes and disparities.  
Fast forward to recent times when I have seen 
black men in handcuffs being beaten and killed.  
They have been awful images and I have 
thought I cannot do anything to prevent this from 
happening.  Events and responses to them in 
2020 have awakened me to my neglect to the 
adversity people of color have been facing since 

before the Declaration of Independence was 
penned.  What can I do to help?  I do not 
know what I will do yet, but I know apathy 
will not do any longer. 



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas, Parochial Vicar 
frandrew@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 108 
Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 
Anney Roach, Director of Religious Education 
aroach@sjceuclid.com 

Luke Brown, Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Nancy Powell, Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 101 

 

SJC Prayer Hotline 
216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
 

Call and leave a short message with your 
request. We can also offer prayers of 
thanksgiving. All information will be kept 
confidential. 

Your Financial Stewardship  
Last Week’s Giving:……………………………………….$4,067.44 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving……………….… $1,083.00 
Faith Direct*  - 1st half Month Giving ……….….$2,585.00  
Faith Direct* -- 1st half Month Maintenance ..$    581.00 
 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  


