
 September 6, 2020                                                                                      Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
 Happy Labor Day weekend!  I hope you are having a great holiday weekend!  It 
certainly has been a very “different summer!”  However, the Lord blessed us with 
awesome weather and I hope that helped.  We will celebrate Labor Day Mass at 8:30 am 
at the outdoor shrine at St. John of the Cross and 9:00 am at Ss. Robert & William in the 
church.  I hope you can make one of those Masses.  I will be coming home from retreat 
on Labor Day. 
   
 As we enter into the fall season, we enter into election season.  Our Catholic 
faith sees responsible citizenship as a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral 
obligation.  "People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by acting 
as committed and responsible citizens" (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 220).  The obligation to 
participate in political life is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow Jesus Christ 
and to bear Christian witness in all we do.  As the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church reminds us, "It is necessary that all participate, each according to his position and 
role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the 
human person. . . . As far as possible citizens should take an active part in public 
life" (nos. 1913-1915). 
 
 The United States Bishops in their most recent document, Faithful Citizenship, state “Unfortunately, politics in our 
country often can be a contest of powerful interests, partisan attacks, sound bites, and media hype. The Church calls for a 
different kind of political engagement: one shaped by the moral convictions of well-formed consciences and focused on the 
dignity of every human being, the pursuit of the common good, and the protection of the weak and the vulnerable.  As citizens, 
we should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our attachment to a political party or interest group.  When 
necessary, our participation should help transform the party to which we belong; we should not let the party transform 
us in such a way that we neglect or deny fundamental moral truths or approve intrinsically evil acts.  We are called to 
bring together our principles and our political choices, our values and our votes to help build a civilization of truth and love.” 
 
 In that spirit of helping to promote and nurture well-formed consciences and moral convictions, I invite you on a four-
week journey.  I invite you on a journey to study, review and renew our commitment to Catholic Social teaching throughout the 
centuries.  I invite you to come with an open heart and mind to look at the Scriptures and Tradition of our beloved Catholic Faith 
through the lens of Christ.  As you prepare to vote in November and to have a solid foundation of Catholic Social Teaching, so 
that you can have strong moral convictions and well formed consciences, I will offer four sessions on Catholic Social teaching 
on Wednesday, September 23 & 30 and October 7 & 14 at Ss. Robert & William in the church.  We can spread out well and 
keep socially distant.  We will also LIVESTREAM so that those who are not able to come out can participate as well.  It will be 
7 pm – 8:30 pm.  Each and every one of us was given the great gift of Free Will, and I believe we each must study, pray and 
discern our vote.  No one can tell you who to vote for; but I believe we can study together to form our conscience to be able to 
make a good choice.  Mark your calendar and plan on attending. 
 
Make it a great week! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Fr. John 

From Our Pastor 



St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond 
Road): 

Masses: 
        Saturday Vigil at 4 pm.   

        Sunday, 7:45 am. (in the shrine weather 
permitting); & 10:15 am 

 Monday, 8:30 am 
 Tuesday, 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday, 8:30 am 
 Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Morning Prayer:     Friday, 8:30 am 

Adoration:  in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 
pm. 

Masses At Ss. Robert & William: 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  11:30 am 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am 
 *All six SRW Masses will be 

LIVESTREAMED 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm; and Ss. Robert & 
William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

Monday, September 7 (Outdoor Shrine) 
8:30 AM (AM/TS) † Robert Kravos 

Tuesday, September 8 
6:30 PM (JB) † Ferdinand Krecic 

Wednesday, September 9 
8:30 AM (JL) † Patricia Callaghan-Paglia 

Thursday, September 10 
6:30 PM (JL/TS) † Frank Kaluza 

Friday, September 11 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm 
Adoration) 

Saturday, September 12 
4 PM (JL/TS) † Ray Polantz 

Sunday, September 13 
7:45 AM (JB/TS) † Deceased Members of the Kaplan & 
Dejak Families 
10:15 AM (TR/TS) † For the People 

PRAYERS NEEDED 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, 
Barbara Contorno, Constance Durrah, Mary Frain, 
John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick 
Kaluza, Peggy Kiikka, John Malovasic, Joe 
Matejka, Ronald Maxey, Sheila Moore-Baka, Rudy 
Myeress, Larry O’Donnell, Linda Palko, Joan 
Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, Jerry Scarniench, 
Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, Colette Suhy, John 
Tarmann, Rita Vaitkus, Abbie Vernon, Nick 
Zanella 

 
 

Deadlines  
 
 
 

October 5
th

 at 9:00 PM 
To register to vote 

 
October 31

st
 at 12:00 PM 

To return your completed  
Vote-by-Mail application 

 
November 3

rd
 at 7:30 PM 

To return your completed ballot to the Board of 
Elections 

 
Find Voter Registration and Absentee 

Application Forms and Board of Elections 
Addresses in the  
Gathering Space. 

 



FISHING ANYONE ? 
 

If you like fishing where there are plenty of fish 

in the sea, then have I got a fishing hole for you!   

Ok, it’s a virtual fishing hole where you will be 

fishing for men.  Jesus asked St. Peter to 

become a fisher of men and look at what he did 

with 11 of his closest fishing buddies. 

 

St. Peter and his friends cast their nets far and 

wide, and they officially caught 2.4 billion 

Christians - and that was without the internet.  

Starting this week and continuing weekly, St. 

John of the Cross will be promoting The Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) on our 

Facebook page and website. 

 

Jesus is now calling on US to be fishers of men.  

We are asking you to virtually fish for men and 

women by sharing these posts with your 

Facebook friends.  If you are not receiving our 

posts, please go onto our Facebook page and 

click on Follow and Like.  The more we share the 

posts, the more people we can reach with the 

love of Christ 

 

We are sending an 
invitation to join 
us for Bible Study 
on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:30 
a.m. in Classroom 
8 of the 

Community Center.  Using the Lectio Divina 
method of reading the gospel for the upcoming 
Sunday Liturgy, we strive to open our hearts and 
minds to Scripture as the means to hear God 
and then respond in conversation.  Our 
discussions have enlivened the gospels and 
provided ways to share how the Word of God 
speaks to us in our everyday lives.  Please join us 
to prepare for each Sunday's Gospel.  We social 
distance and wear masks during the entire 
session which usually is about 1 and 1/2 hours.  
If you have any questions, please call Kathy 
Brown at 440-668-9568  

SACRED SCRIPTURE STUDY 

In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  John 1:1 

•  A study of both Scripture and Tradition 

•  From Genesis to Revelation 

•  A prayerful journey through salvation history 

•  Leading to a deeper and spiritual relationship                                  
with God. 

 
Monday Evenings Starting September 14, at 
6:45  p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting will also be Zoomed on-line.    
Contact Deacon Tom to reserve a spot. 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com 
 



 
 
“May the 
Father of our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ 
enlighten the 
eyes of our 
hearts, 
that we may 
know what is 
the hope that 
belongs to our 
call.” Eph 
Chapter 1 

Let us contemplate on these words from today’s 
Gospel acclamation as we continue our journey 
into Intentional Discipleship. 
Chapter Two- We do not know what Normal 
is. 

This first excerpt is about the Most Precious 
Blood Parish in Brooklyn, NY. The parish 
located in an area that was majority Italian for 
generations.  Italians moved out in droves and 
their place in the community has been taken by 
Chinese and Russian immigrants who are not 
catholic. 

“Father Maduri, who grew up in the parish next 
door, became pastor in 2009. He sized up the 
situation.  The human community had to be 
rebuilt.  Since the traditional Catholic Population 
was leaving the area, he would focus on making 
disciples of the unbaptized and apostles of the 
baptized.  To do that, he had to introduce a 
core of his committed parishioners to ideas that 
were rather new.”  Page 50. 

Revelation 21:5  “The one who sat on the 
throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
Then he said, “Write these words down, for they 
are trustworthy and true.”  

Jesus is the one on the throne and can make all 
things new, including enlightening of hearts and 
minds.  In our spiritual development let us ask, 
lead me Lord in the direction of a new heart and 
mind. 
 

Your thoughts are welcomed:  Please contact 

Deacon Tom for more information. 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com or call 216-289-
0770 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/21#74021005-1
mailto:deacontom@sjceuclid.com


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 

Rev. Andrew Morkunas, Parochial Vicar 
frandrew@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 108 
Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 
Anney Roach, Director of Religious Education 
aroach@sjceuclid.com 

Luke Brown, Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Nancy Powell, Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 101 

SJC Prayer Hotline 
216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
 

Call and leave a short message with your 
request. We can also offer prayers of 
thanksgiving. All information will be kept 
confidential. 

Your Financial Stewardship  
Last Week’s Giving:……………………………………….$3,878.91 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving: …………….….$    442.00 
Faith Direct*  - half Month Giving ……………  …$    
Faith Direct* --half Month Maintenance:..…….$ 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  


