
 September 13, 2020                                                                                      Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope September is going well for you.  I had a wonderful eight-day retreat, August 31 – 
September 7.  I was in South Dakota at a small retreat house in the middle of nowhere.  It 
was good to just spend time with our Lord and refresh my soul.  I encourage you to make 
a retreat.  But even if you do not, take some time each week in silence to spend with the 
Lord.  Our Adoration on Fridays is a good place for this to happen.  Spending time with 
the Lord in the Eucharist is about the best thing you can do!  However, you can do this 
silence anywhere.  We are blessed in Cleveland with great metro parks!  Or even in your 
own home; just shut down all your devices.  I truly believe the best medicine for the soul 
is silence with the Lord.  Allow him to refresh and rejuvenate you so you can know and 
experience his love and that in turn, you can share that love with others.   
 
This weekend we welcome Fr. John Loya, retired Spiritual Director from Borromeo 
Seminary, to assist us with Masses and Confessions.  He will generally do Wednesday & 
Thursday Mass as well as one of the weekend Masses.  I believe you will find him to be a 
great addition to our parish.  He lives here at the SJC rectory.  He was the Spiritual 
Director of Borromeo and St. Mary Seminary when I was in Seminary and I consider him 
a “spiritual giant.”   
 
Since the parish reopened in June, we have been hearing Confessions in the old baptistry room off the Sacred Heart Chapel 
(where we celebrate daily Mass and in the southeast corner of the Church).  I have talked with the parish staff and this will 
become the permanent “confessional.”  It is well ventilated, has heating/ac and is large and spacious.  Most importantly, it offers 
a quiet space for people to pray and receive God’s mercy.  The other confessional near the music area was not well ventilated 
and was a bit noisy when the music ministry began to prepare for Mass.  We have added the “screen” to the new confessional 
area so you can go anonymously.  Please remember we have confessions every Saturday, 3 to 3:30 pm.   
 
As a community of faith one of our most important jobs is to call more people to the faith.  Jesus instructed his disciples to go 
out and baptize all the nations. The way we can do this today is by inviting people to become a part of our faith.  In a few weeks 
we will start the RCIA process.  RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  It is a journey for people considering 
becoming Catholic.  The cool thing is that the first few months are just exploring; no major commitment.  Do you know 
someone who is searching for a faith; someone who was only baptized Catholic and never completed his/her Sacraments; or 
someone of another faith who desires to be Catholic?  If so, please call or have them call Deacon Tom or me at the Parish 
Office.  I encourage you all to invite one or two people to the faith.  What is the worst they can say?  NO?  Just invite…let God 
do the rest. 
 
In a spirit of helping to promote and nurture well-formed consciences and moral convictions, I invite you on a four-week journey 
to study, review and renew our commitment to Catholic Social teachings throughout the centuries.  I invite you to come with an 
open heart and mind to look at the Scriptures and Tradition of our beloved Catholic Faith through the lens of Christ.  As you 
prepare to vote in November, to have a solid foundation of Catholic Social Teaching so that you can have strong moral 
convictions and well-formed consciences, I will offer four sessions on Catholic Social teaching on Wednesday, September 23 & 
30, and October 7 & 14 at Ss. Robert & William in the church.  We can spread out well and keep socially distant.  We will also 
LIVESTREAM so that those who are not able to come out can participate as well.  It will be 7 pm – 8:30 pm.  Each one of us 
was given the great gift of Free Will and I believe we each must study, pray, and discern our vote.  No one can tell you who to 
vote for; but I believe together we can study to form our conscience to be able to make a good choice.  Mark your calendar and 
plan on attending. 
 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 

Peace, 
Fr. John 

From Our Pastor 



St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond 
Road): 

Masses: 
        Saturday Vigil at 4 pm.   

        Sunday, 7:45 am. (in the shrine weather 
permitting); & 10:15 am 

 Monday, 8:30 am 
 Tuesday, 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday, 8:30 am 
 Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Morning Prayer:     Friday, 8:30 am 

Adoration:  in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 
pm. 

Masses At Ss. Robert & William: 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  11:30 am 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am 
 *All six SRW Masses will be 

LIVESTREAMED 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm; and Ss. Robert & 
William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

 
Monday, September 14  
8:30 AM (JB/TS-P) † People of the Parish 

Tuesday, September 15 
6:30 PM (JB) † Anna Pepoch 

Wednesday, September 16 
8:30 AM (JL) † People of the Parish 

Thursday, September 17 
6:30 PM (JL/TS) † David Cernansky 

Friday, September 11 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm 
Adoration) 

Saturday, September 19 
4 PM (JL/TS-P) † Daniel Ferritto 

Sunday, September 20 
7:45 AM (JB/TS-P) † People of the Parish 
10:15 AM (JL/TS) † Kay McMahon 

PRAYERS NEEDED 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, 
Barbara Contorno, Constance Durrah, Mary Frain,  
Joe Hocevar, John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna 
Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Peggy Kiikka, John 
Malovasic, Joe Matejka, Ronald Maxey, Sheila 
Moore-Baka, Rudy Myeress, Larry O’Donnell, 
Linda Palko, Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, 
Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, 
Colette Suhy, John Tarmann, Rita Vaitkus, Abbie 
Vernon, Nick Zanella 
 
Please advise when a name can be taken off the 
prayer list.  Thank you 

 

The Holy Father has 

appointed Bishop 

Edward C. Malesic as 

bishop-designate for 

the Diocese of 

Cleveland. He will be 

installed as the 12th 

bishop of Cleveland 

on Monday 

September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross, in a Mass at the Cathedral of St. 

John the Evangelist beginning at 2:00 p.m.  

 

All are encouraged to watch a livestream of the 

Mass online at dioceseofcleveland.org as this 

event is ticketed and seating is severely limited 

due to the current public health crisis. 

CONCERTS OF HOPE 

The Shared Musical Performance of St. John 
of the Cross and Ss. Robert & William will 
continue through the Fall!  The dates for the 
upcoming concerts held on Wednesdays are: 

September 16th — Ss. Robert & William 

October 7th — St. John of the Cross 

October 21st. — St. Robert & William 

November 4th — St. John of the Cross 

November 18th —  Ss. Robert & William 



Cor 1:17   For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

We continue with this installment of Chapter 2- We Don’t Know What Normal Is. 
Thinking out of the Norm...   

For the parish of the Most Precious Blood to build the church, they had to think out of the box.  The 
parishioner took on a bold adventure as described in the next paragraph. 

“In 2012, the parish will begin reaching out to the huge number of Chinese immigrants in the area.  When I 
realized that I was in the midst of a group of lifelong New York-Italian Catholics who were planning to 
learn Chinese in order to evangelize their new neighbors who have no Christian background, I felt like 
Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz: ‘Toto, I've a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore!’”Page 51 

Not your normal Catholic Parish: 
How rare is this?  As the late Avery Cardinal Dulles noted:  Asked whether spreading the faith was a high 
priority of their parishes, 75 percent of conservative Protestant congregations and 57 percent of African 
American congregations responded affirmatively, whereas only 6 percent of Catholic parishes did the 
same.  Asked whether they sponsored local evangelistic activities, 39 percent of conservative Protestant 
congregations and 16 percent of African American congregations responded positively as compared with 

only 3 percent of Catholic parishes. Page 51 
 
What ways can we think out of the norm?  What are some ways can we Saint John of the Cross Parish reach 
out to the surrounding communities?  Your thoughts are welcomed:  Please contact Deacon Tom for more 

information deacontom@sjceuclid.com or call 216-289-0770 

Forming 
Intentional Disciples 

The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus 
Sherry A. Weddell 

LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION  

This week’s Gospel passage is a difficult lesson.  I wonder sometimes if St. Peter believes that he is being generous 

when he says that forgiving someone seven times is an adequate number.  I am glad Christ did not agree with this 

number because I have surely sinned against an individual more than seven times.  Regardless, Christ is asking him 

and us to forgive an unlimited amount of times.  Forgiveness is a difficult topic.  Sometimes, I meet people who 

have misconceptions about what forgiveness is.  For example, forgiveness is not dismissing that what the other 

person did was unimportant, non-hurtful, and sinless.  The sin they committed is still very real, hurtful, and 

important, regardless of our forgiveness of it.  Christ wants us to forgive so that we can be free.  Free from the 

anger, sadness, and resentment that comes with refusing to forgive someone.  Lacking forgiveness only hurts us.  As 

the old saying goes, holding a grudge is like drinking poison and hoping that the other person dies.  If you find it 

difficult to forgive someone, this is something to take to prayer.  Ask God what He wants you to do with this pain, 

anger, sadness, or resentment.  I would even recommend taking it to confession.  The road to forgiveness is difficult, 

but it ultimately brings us closer to Christ. 

Remember: every Friday in the Church, there is Adoration from 9 am to 2 pm.  

It is a time of untold graces that may give you unexpected clarity if you let it be. 

“As I prayed before the Blessed Sacrament in Adoration saying the rosary, I walked 

by the Stations of the Cross.  I was praying my last Hail Mary, when I looked up at 

the 14th station and saw Mary helping to lay her son, Jesus, in the tomb.  I looked 
beyond towards the altar, and saw the statue of Mary holding her baby.  What an impact it was slowly 

saying:  Hail Mary Full of Grace the Lord is with you.” 

mailto:deacontom@sjceuclid.com


From September 
23 – November 
1, you are 
invited to join 
with other 
Christians for 40 
Days for Life – 

40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion. You are also invited to stand and 
peacefully pray anytime between 7 am to 7 pm 
during the 40-day vigil in the public right-of-
way outside Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, 
Cleveland, 44120 or Planned Parenthood - 
25350 Rockside Rd, Bedford Hts, 44146, or 
Family Planning – 462 Chardon St, 
Painesville, 44077. 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at St. John Vianney 
Church Parish Center in Mentor on Monday, 
September 21 at 7 PM. For more information 
contact John Noall at 
clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 216-245-
9744 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 
 

Thank you - John Noall - Campaign Director - 
40 Days for Life  

Cleveland – Painesville – Bedford Hts. 

mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok 
Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 
Anney Roach, Director of Religious Education 
aroach@sjceuclid.com 

Luke Brown, Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Nancy Powell, Spiritual Care Minister 
npowell@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 101 

SJC Prayer Hotline 
216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
 

Call and leave a short message with your 
request. We can also offer prayers of 
thanksgiving. All information will be kept 
confidential. 

Your Financial Stewardship  
Last Week’s Giving:……………………………………….$3,296.50 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving: …………….….$ 1,526.00 
Faith Direct*  - half Month Giving ……………..…$    
Faith Direct* --half Month Maintenance:..…….$ 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

OPEN:  Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
 8 am to 4 pm 


