
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 
 

October 4, 2020                              Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy October!  I hope you are having a great fall.  Things continue to move forward at 
the parish.  Each week we see new people coming back to Mass.  This is a great thing!  
Ministries are starting to meet again and offer both in person and virtual options.  While 
we continue to be very cautious, I believe we are learning to “live” with the virus and 
trying to keep life as normal as possible.   
 
Today I wanted to take time to recognize and give thanks to the staff.  While it is 
technically “their job;” each of them approaches it as ministry and are going above and 
beyond the call of duty.  They have worked tirelessly to keep the parish active and vibrant 
during this pandemic.  Deacon Tom has been there for all the Masses and Sacramental 
celebrations.  Even when they were virtual and at SRW, he knew his presence was 
important to represent and pray with and for the SJC community.  He has worked to make 
sure all our Masses and Sacramental celebrations are safe, healthy and sacred.  He is 
working to make sure we offer good, quality Adult Faith Formation and Education.  
Through trial and error, he is seeing what people would like to be part of and working with 
ministries to get them restarted amid the pandemic.  Francesco has done a phenomenal job 
keeping our music ministry going strong.  He has used lots of creativity and thinking 
outside the box to assure good, beautiful music while at the same time keeping all healthy.  He has helped to create a real sense 
of hope with our beautiful Concerts of Hope that have become a staple of pandemic response.  He keeps looking for ways for us 
to celebrate Mass well and allow the sacredness and beauty to shine forth.  Terri has kept our church looking great by simple 
décor and keeps the sacristy nice and tidy, so we are organized and well prepared to celebrate Mass and the Sacraments.  She has 
been a ‘girl Friday’ around here and helped in lots of other ways to make sure we are responding to all we need to do.  Karen has 
jumped right in and keeps the office going, communications strong and make sure are all staying on task.  She has been so 
helpful to so many parishioners and visitors as we navigate our way through the pandemic and related changes.  Jim has done a 
good job keeping our finances in order.  We recently converted to new accounting system.  The conversion did not go as well as 
we had hoped but through persistence and patience, he has us in a good place to track our finances and keep us on budget.  Tom 
and Gene have made sure we keep up with the physical plant.  Gene keeps everything sanitized and clean.  Tom just continues to 
do so much to keep our campus in good working order.  These reflections are just a snapshot of the good work the staff does in 
service to our parish.   
 
We are also blessed with so many parishioners who serve as great disciples and are the heart of our parish.  They bring such joy 
and hope to so many!  SJC is BLESSED!   
 
Make it a great week. See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

From Our Pastor 

CONCERTS OF HOPE 

The Shared Musical Performance of St. John of the Cross and Ss. Robert & William will continue through 
the Fall!  The dates for the upcoming concerts held on Wednesdays are: 

October 7th — St. John of the Cross 

October 21st. — St. Robert & William 

November 4th — St. John of the Cross 



St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond 
Road): 

Masses: 
        Saturday Vigil at 4 pm  

        Sunday, 7:45 am (in the shrine weather 
permitting); & 10:15 am 

 Monday, 8:30 am 
 Tuesday, 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday, 8:30 am 
 Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Morning Prayer:     Friday, 8:30 am 

Adoration:  in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 
pm 

Masses At Ss. Robert & William: 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  11:30 am 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am 
 *All six SRW Masses will be 

LIVESTREAMED 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm; and Ss. Robert & 
William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

Monday, October 5 
8:30 AM (JB/TS)† William Carrick 

Tuesday, October 6 
6:30 PM (JB) † Rose Trout 

Wednesday, October 7 
8:30 AM (JL) † Officer Nick Sabo 

Thursday, October 8 
6:30 PM (JL/TS) † Nicole Davis 

Friday, October 9 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm 
Adoration) 

Saturday, October 10 
4 PM (JB) † David Iannicello 

Sunday, October 11 
7:45 AM (JB) † People of the Parish 
10:15 AM (JL) † Anna Pepock 

PRAYERS NEEDED  
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, 
Barbara Contorno, Constance Durrah, Mary Frain,  
Joe Hocevar, John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna 
Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Peggy Kiikka, John 
Malovasic, Joe Matejka, Ronald Maxey, Sheila 
Moore-Baka, Rudy Myeress, Larry O’Donnell, 
Linda Palko, Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, 
Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, 
Colette Suhy, John Tarmann, Rita Vaitkus, Abbie 
Vernon, Nick Zanella 

Mourning to Morning 
Ss. Robert & William/SJC Bereavement Support 

 

 An informative and prayerful program  

to help people move  

through the grieving process  

and forward in faith.    

New six-week session begins 

Saturday, October 17, 2020 

10:30AM – 12:00PM 

Sacred Heart Room  

Ss. Robert and William Parish Office Bldg. 

There is no fee but registration requested. 

Contact Renée Barber   

216-731-1515 Ext. 262 
or 

rbarber@srweuclid.cc 
or 

mail in below information: 
Please print clearly 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mourning to Morning  

 

Name______________________________ 
 

Address____________________________                               

___________________________________ 
 

Phone______________________________ 
 

Email______________________________ 

mailto:rbarber@srweuclid.cc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjUqazU0-fkAhVBuVkKHdgiBWUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.sccpre.cat/show/iJTJwm_sun-png-image-transparent-sun-vector-png/&psig=AOvVaw1aVmL7X1JHZ607TPH0IKzl&ust=1569352463505067


Have you had enough of Netflix? How about a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you had enough of Netflix? How about a change 
of pace? The Lending Library is now open for your 
use. Recall that all you need to do is take a book, CD, 
or DVD; no need for a card or to write in a tally book. 
Enjoy and return in a timely fashion. 
 
Here are some items that may interest you: 
 

 “The Thirteenth Day” follows the Fatima children 
as they encounter Mary, courageously speak the 
truth of their experiences, and, with many tens of 
thousands of people, watch as the astonishing 
miracle unfolds on October 13 in 1917. Why not 
compare it to the recently released move, 
“Fatima”. 

 

 The Case for Jesus: The Biblical and Historical 
Evidence for Christ by Brant Pitre “explains in re-
markably easy to understand ways why we can 
trust the Gospels.” – Crag S. Keener, Ashbury 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John of the Cross is delighted to announce that our parish has decided to join the HEART OF A SHEPHERD cam-
paign for the Diocese of Cleveland. This is an extraordinary effort to better serve the needs of the St. Mary and 
Borromeo seminaries, current seminarians, and our newly-ordained and retired clergy via a renovation to the sem-
inaries, support to clergy pensions, and relief for clergy tuition debt. In addition, St. John of the Cross has an ex-
citing opportunity to raise funds to support much-needed parish such as increasing the accessibility of our building 
and services.  

Invitation to a special campaign reception! 
Please join us on Oct. 20 at 7PM or Oct. 25 at 11:30AM (after Mass) 

We are hosting two special, socially distant campaign receptions to offer you the opportunity to learn more.  

We will have some special guests to speak about our vision for the future. 

RSVP to Karen Duke by 10/15: (216) 289-0770 ext. 100 | kduke@sjceuclid.com 

CATHOLIC  SOCIAL  
TEACHING 

 
 

SCRIPTURES AND TRADITION 
 
You are invited to participate in a four-week 
journey to study, review and renew our 
commitment to Catholic Social teachings 
throughout the centuries.  I will offer four 
sessions on Wednesdays, September 23 & 
30, and October 7 & 14 at Ss. Robert & 
William, 7 p.m. to 8:30 pm in the church.  We 
can spread out well and keep socially distant.  
We will also LIVESTREAM so that those who 
are not able to come can participate as well.   
Mark your calendar and plan on attending. 
 
             
                                      Fr. John 



Feast of the Holy Rosary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that on Wednesday, October 7th, 
we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Rosary?  The 
rosary is prayed after the 8:30 am Mass on this 
date. 
 
How great it is to recognize the power of the 
Rosary.  On October 7, 1571, a Christian 
alliance was victorious over the mightier Turks 
in a naval battle off the coast of Greece.  In 
anticipation of the battle, Pope Pius V 
encouraged the faithful to recite the rosary and 
thus petition the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
intercede at the port of Lepanto. 
 
Why not dive into saying the rosary?  “Think of 
the rosary as being like the ocean: There’s 
something in it for everyone — the deep-sea 
explorer and the child making sandcastles on 
the beach can fully enjoy the same ocean while 
playing at different levels. And this is true of the 
rosary.”* 
 
*From Praying the Rosary Like Never Before            
by Edward Sri 

 
our Financial Stewardship  
Last Week’s Giving.………………………………………..$3,372.00 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving.………….....…..$1,405.00 
Faith Direct* --1st Half Month Giving..……….....$2,780.41 
Faith Direct* -  1st Half Month Maintenance….$1,482.00 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  



REFLECTIONS ON RACISM 
 
I’ve been very fortunate to have worked in the inner city 
of Cleveland for the past twenty-five years at Glenville 
High School and most recently at Ginn Academy as a 
counselor and football coach.  I’ve come to understand 
that it’s not about a color of person’s skin, but that all 
people are made in the image and likeness of God and 
being made in His image makes each person valuable and 
precious.  I’ve been blessed to have worked with some of 
the finest black leaders in education and coaching who 
corrected my view on whether or not they were qualified 
because of the color of their skin.  One of my closest 
friends, Ted Ginn Sr., is probably the most influential 
person in the city of Cleveland for the past twenty years 
because of his impact on the lives of black youth.  God 
brought us together nearly thirty years ago at a 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes football camp in Albion, 
Michigan. Two men from totally different backgrounds 
and cultures who put their differences aside, shared a 
similar dream, didn’t care about who got the credit and 
thereby developed one of the most successful football 
programs in the country, not just in win and losses, but 
about becoming successful young men off the field in the 
community.  I have learned so much from Ted on 
working with all kinds of people from various 
backgrounds and ethnicities, particularly African-
American children.  He would frequently say to me and 
our staff it’s all about the relationship.  Get to know who 
you are working with because everyone has a story to tell, 
each with his own set of circumstances.  Only when you 
fully understand their story, they in turn will fully accept 
you and what you have to offer.  It goes a long with the 
old adage, “people don’t care what you know until they 
know how much you care.” 
What great advice for today in our society and in this 
country where there is such division and strife.  Do we 
really take time to find out another person’s story 
especially someone who is from a different ethnicity? 
Jesus did the unimaginable when he approached the 
Samaritan woman at the well.  Jesus also shared a radical 
parable in which the hero of the story was the Good 
Samaritan.  He spoke against the racism that existed 
between Jewish people and Samaritans.  Jesus did not 
judge by appearances, or rank one person higher than 
another. He spoke to, interacted with, and ate with 
everyone because He loved everyone the same despite 
what they looked like or where they came from.  Jesus 
tore down the divisions of hate and prejudice between 
groups that existed between one another.  God has made 
abundantly clear in Scripture that racism is not 
compatible with Christianity.  What other model do we 
have to follow in this society of opinions, divisions, 
hatred, contempt, indifference, avoidance and violence 
than Jesus Christ himself?  It was because Christ was at 
the center of everything Ted and I did working toward 
that common goal of saving lives from the streets and for 
eternity, when everyone (naysayers, community people, 
etc.) said it couldn’t be done that God came through in 
ways never thought possible. 


