
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
 Roman Catholic Parish                                          October 25, 2020 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy last weekend of October!  This fall is flying by.  A few things coming up:… 
  

Recently Pope Francis issued a new Encyclical.  The short summary of 
it is: 
 
What are the great ideals but also the tangible ways to advance for those 
who wish to build a more just and fraternal world in their ordinary 
relationships, in social life, politics and institutions?  This is mainly the 
question that “Fratelli tutti” is intended to answer:  The Pope describes it 
as a “Social Encyclical” which borrows the title of the “Admonitions” of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, who used these words to “address his brothers and 
sisters and proposed to them a way of life marked by the flavor of the 
Gospel.”   

First, the Encyclical aims to promote a universal aspiration toward fraternity and social 
friendship.  In the background of the Encyclical is the Covid-19 pandemic which, Francis 
reveals, “unexpectedly erupted” as he “was writing this letter”.  But the global health emergency has helped demonstrate that “no 
one can face life in isolation” and that the time has truly come to “dream, then, as a single human family” in which we are 
“brothers and sisters all.”  It is quite challenging and to be honest a bit hard to read as it challenges some things I believe/know.  
However, Pope Francis is a Jesuit at heart and they have a tendency to propose/suggest some ideas simply to cause conversation 
and dialogue.   

Second, he is writing this to the entire world which encompasses 195 countries which means 195 different cultures, economies, 
histories, etc.   

Finally, his ministry prior to becoming Pope was to a third-world country in Latin America.  These three realities shape what he 
shares.  I would like to have a book discussion on this as the topics are very relevant!   
 
I will host this on Wednesday’s November 11 and 18.  We will hold it at St. John of the Cross in the Gathering Space of the 
Church so we can spread out socially distant.  I am not sure I can LIVESTREAM a discussion like this but I hope you can make 
it in person.  We will work very hard to stay spread out.  I challenge you to read the book prior.  It is not too long.  It can be 
viewed at: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-
tutti.html; or you can stop at the SRW or SJC office to get a copy.  I think the discussion can very good and help as a community 
to grow.  Please RSVP for this at 216.731.1515 or 216.289.0770 or alinsky@srweuclid.cc. 

Next weekend we celebrate All Saints Day.  November 1 is a Sunday, so the feast will replace the regular Sunday celebration 
at all Masses.  This is a great day to celebrate and remember all those awesome people in our lives who have taught us about 
holiness.   

All Souls will be celebrated November 7 at 4 pm Mass at SJC and November 8 at 11:30 am Mass at SRW.  We invite all 
the families who have lost a loved one, had the funeral at  SJC or a parlor service by one of our priests, to the Mass to remember 
their loved one in a special way.  This year at both parishes we have hung pictures of all those who have died (and if we had 
access to their picture) around the church.  This allows us to continue to remember them as well as have an image of the 
“Communion of Saints.”   

So, some great stuff coming up.  See you in Church.  Make it a great week. 
 
Peace, Fr. John 

From Our Pastor 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Seeks Blanket Sunday Donations 
If you haven’t had a chance to contribute to this year’s annual Blanket Sunday appeal, please consider doing so.  The 
need is greater than ever this fall/winter as many more people experience financial hardship during the pandemic. 
Donations can be made securely online at  https://www.svdpcle.org/donate-today/blanket-sunday/.  Checks may also 
be mailed to: St. Vincent de Paul Society Blanket Sunday, 1404 East 9th Street-3rd Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114. 
Thank you for helping us blanket others in warmth and compassion! 
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Monday, October 26 
8:30 AM (JB/TS-P)† People of the Parish 

Tuesday, October 27 
6:30 PM (JB) † Tom O’Toole 

Wednesday, October 28 
8:30 AM (JL) † Maya Latimer 

Thursday, October 29 
6:30 PM (JL/TS) † Rose Burrello 

Friday, October 30 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm 
Adoration) 

Saturday, October 31 
4 PM (JB/TS) † Darlene Brokamp 

Sunday, November 1 
7:45 AM (JL/TS) † Ferdinand Krejic 
10:15 AM (JB/TS) † Joseph Loparo 

Our Financial Stewardship  
 
Last Week’s Giving ……………………….….…..….$2,989.00 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving…......….....$    984.00 
Faith Direct*-Half Month Giving…..……..$ 
Faith Direct*-Half Month Maintenance..$ 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted 
twice a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

CONCERTS OF HOPE 

The Shared Musical Performance of St. John 
of the Cross and Ss. Robert & William will 
continue through the Fall!  The dates for the 
upcoming concerts held on Wednesdays are: 

November 4th — St. John of the Cross 

November 18th —  Ss. Robert & William 

 

All at 7 p.m. 

Liturgical Tribute Fund 
All money that is donated to this fund in memory 
of a loved one or friend, or a special occasion will 
be used to purchase items utilized in our worship 

and help us to do all that we can to assure that we 
have what we need to worship reverently and well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our 
Liturgical Tribute Fund… 

In Memory of  
 
Gerry Stipkovich...........The Stipkovich Family 



 
 

SJC is Starting a  
Community Meal 

 

 

The Next Generation —  Taking Care of Those in Need 
 
For many years, the St. John of the Cross Social Justice ministry has been assisting in preparing all the 
bagged salad items to accompany the meals provided by the Thea Bowman Center in the Mount 
Pleasant community of Cleveland.  The Catholic churches provide the bagged lunches, and the SJOC 
team provides bags of salad fixings for these lunches.   

Linda McVoy and the McVoy family put these bags of salad together. The volunteers at the Thea 
Bowman Center, then, distribute them when the guests come for their bags of groceries.  About 175 
lunches are provided, with the number continually growing. 

Please notice the pictures McVoy grandchildren packing.  These happy children will be the new Social 
Justice Ministry in just a few years.  May this next generation live long and prosper! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Justice Ministry will meet again on the second Monday of the month when Covid 19 is under 
control.  For now, we keep in touch with e-mails. 

mailto:frjohn@sjceuclid.com


Parish Family 
Life Events 
Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present status in the 
Catholic Church, no matter what your current 
family and marital situation, no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, race, etc., no 
matter what your own self image, you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and 
respected here at St. John of the Cross. To 
become a registered parishioner, please pick up a 
form at the parish office or visit our website at 
www.sjceuclid.com 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to attend a Baptism Class 
prior to scheduling a Baptism. Contact the parish 
office to discuss arrangements. 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to be made at least 
six months in advance. Contact Fr. John at the 
Parish Office. 

LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION  

In this week’s Gospel, Christ tells us what the most 

important commandments are.  The first is to love God 

above all else, and the second is to love our neighbor.  This 

is an important lesson since all good things come from 

loving God and from loving others.  If we get up every day 

with the mission to love God and our neighbor, all the things 

we desire such as peace, joy, and holiness will come 

naturally.  It is basically a lesson in having our priorities in 

order.  If loving God and neighbor is an afterthought or 

comes second, third, or even tenth to the other things we are 

trying to do throughout the day, we are not really striving for 

holiness and loving God and others is more of a hobby than 

a mission.  Loving God and neighbor is a movement outside 

of ourselves and a refocusing of our attention, time, and 

energy on something other than the self.  While it is good to 

cultivate self-knowledge, work on ourselves, and reflect on 

our actions, it all needs to be oriented towards growing 

closer to Christ and deepening our capacity for loving 

others.  In my line of work, I have noticed that people often 

find their symptoms of depression and anxiety getting better 

after they begin a new charitable work such as praying for 

others, volunteering, or assisting neighbors.  A life of 

holiness often involves finding the balance between taking 

care of ourselves and loving others.  We need to cultivate 

good boundaries, self-confidence, and virtue, but it needs to 

be done with the intention of growing closer to Christ and 

loving others. 



Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 
Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Luke Brown, Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid, Ext. 244 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline 
216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We 
can also offer prayers of thanksgiving. All information 
will be kept confidential. 

MASSES 

St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond Rd) 
 Saturday:  Vigil 4 pm  

 Sunday 7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 Monday: 8:30 am 

 Tuesday:  6:30 pm 

 Wednesday:  8:30 am 

 Thursday:  6:30 pm 

 Friday:  8:30 am Morning Prayer:      

Adoration:  in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 pm 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm 

Ss. Robert & William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

                    ******************************* 

Ss. Robert & William (367 E. 260 St.) 
 Saturday: Vigil 4 pm (LIVESTREAMED) 

 Sunday: 9 am 
                   11:30 am (LIVESTREAMED) 
                     6:00 pm 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 11:30 am (LIVESTREAMED) 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am (LIVESTREAMED)  
   


