
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
Solemnity of Christ the King                                                                  November 22, 2020 

140 Richmond Rd. Euclid, OH 44143  216-289-0770 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving Week!  Amid 2020 and all that is going on, I must be honest and say that I am 
not feeling the same as I usually do this week.  It is going to be so different this year.  Many of the 
great traditions that make this week so great will not be the same.  This is a huge holiday for my 
extended family and we always spend it together.  This year we will have a scaled back celebration.  
I spent a little time lamenting this reality.  Then in my prayer and reflection I realized that this can 
also be an opportunity for new traditions to arise.  This is a very a good thing!   
 
One of those great new traditions is that SRW/SJC will be hosting a free Thanksgiving dinner.  This 
has always been a dream of mine.  So many people have suggested it and now we are able to do it.  
We will be serving over 400 meals and we have 100 volunteers helping us serve these meals.  They 
will be packed with love!  They will be packed with invites to be a part of our great parish 
communities and they will be packed with hope!   
 
As I think about all the fears and anxieties I, and so many people, have about the current situation in 
our world right now, it can be very easy to become very discouraged.  I encourage you, and me, to spend the week giving thanks 
for God working through the messiness of our lives.  Begin to list the many blessings He has bestowed on you in 2020.  Do not 
focus on what is wrong, but what is RIGHT and what is BLESSED!  Here is a prayer of Thanksgiving I suggest: 
 

Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, please look kindly upon us and receive our 
heartfelt gratitude in this time of giving thanks. 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings you have bestowed upon us, spiritual and temporal: our faith, religious 
heritage, our food and shelter, our health, the loves we have for one another, our family and friends. 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued graces and blessings throughout the coming year. 
This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and our Brother. Amen. 
 

We will be offering an Advent Mission.  The mission is entitled Be Ready, Last Things: Heaven, Purgatory & Hell.  It will be an 
opportunity to reflect our Christian understanding of these realities and so help us and our loves ones come to better appreciate 
God’s plan for salvation.  Mark your calendars for November 29, 30 and December 1 at 7 pm at St. John of the Cross.  The 
Mission will be LIVESTREAMED so if you are not comfortable coming out go to the SJC or SRW website.   
 
We will offer Mass on Thanksgiving at 8:30 am for SJC and 9:00 am for SRW.  I will be at SJC and Fr. Thom will have SRW.  
See you in church.  Make it a great Thanksgiving!  
 
Peace,   Fr. John 

FJB 
BLOG 



ANNUAL GIVING TREE 

Social Justice Ministry News 

The Annual St. John of the Cross Giving Tree tradition begins Saturday, 
November 21 at the 4 p.m. mass.  Look for the display in the gathering space.  
Please drop off donations no later than December 13. 

 
NEEDED: 

       UN-WRAPPED ITEMS 

BIRTHRIGHT (Pink Tags) 
Diapers:  sizes:  newborn, 3-4 and 5 
Clothing:  newborn to 18 months, especially snowsuits & winter jackets 
Blankets and crib sheets 
Baby bottles (BPA Free) & baby toiletries 
Hand-held toys & board books 
 

LEGION OF MARY (Yellow Tags) 
Slippers socks, hand soap, pocket tissues, hand lotion, shaving lotion, and small stuff animals.  Tags will indicate 
male or female. 
 

ST. ALOYSIUS HUNGER CENTER (Blue Tags) 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, socks, gloves, and hats 
 

GENERAL GIFT CARDS (Green Tags)  
Walmart, Target, Marc’s or TJ Maxx for parishioners in need. 
 

NICARAGUA (Lilac Tags)  
Monetary donations 
 

THEA BOWMAN CENTER (Orange Tags) 
Gift cards: Giant Eagle, Walmart, Save-a-Lot, McDonalds 

        WRAPPED ITEMS 

ROSEMARY HOME GROUP HOMES (White Tags) 
Specific items for residents of group homes. 

NEW:  
Gifts maybe purchased to from your smile.Amazon.com wish list to benefit SJC and also can be delivered directly 
to Saint John of the Cross.  To view the wish list go to: https://a.co/97qPgDG and you will be able to view the 
wish list.   

   Peace to All 
   The Social Justice Ministry 

GIVING TREE INSTRUCTIONS:  Attach to the tag to the matching gift.  Place gifts under the trees.  Place the gift 
cards and any monetary donations in the Offertory basket or drop off at the Parish Office no later noon, Sunday, 
December 13, 2020. 
     

https://a.co/97qPgDG


Monday, November 23 
8:30 AM (JB/TS-P) † Rose Ricco 

Tuesday, November 24 
6:30 PM (JB) † Bruno Kotarski 

Wednesday, November 25 
8:30 AM (JL) † Jim Proctor 

Thursday, November 26 
8:30 AM (JL/TS) † Robert Kravos 

Friday, November 27 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm 
Adoration) 

Saturday, November 27 
4 PM (JB/TS) † Victor & Anna Urankar 

Sunday, November 29 
7:45 AM (JB/TS) † St. John of the Cross Parish 
10:15 AM (JB/TS) † Ferdinand Krecic 

Our Financial Stewardship  
 
Last Week’s Giving ……………………….….…..….$2,867.50 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving…......….....$    522.00 
Faith Direct*- 1st Half Month Giving…..…….$5,510.00 
Faith Direct*-1st Half Month Maintenance $   601.00 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted 
twice a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

SACRED SCRIPTURE STUDY 

In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  John 1:1 

•  A study of both Scripture and Tradition 

•  From Genesis to Revelation 

•  A prayerful journey through salvation history 

•  Leading to a deeper and spiritual relationship                                             
with God. 

Monday Evenings  at 6:45  p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Meeting 
will also be Zoomed on-line.    
Contact Deacon Tom to reserve a spot  
deacontom@sjceuclid.com 

PRAYERS FOR 
Evelyn Adamczak 

John Ballard 
Noella Burrows 

Barbara Contorno 
Constance Durrah 

Mary Frain 
John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 
Peggy Kiikka 

John Malovasic 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 

 
Sheila Moore-Baka 

Rudy Myeress 
Larry O’Donnell 

Linda Palko 
Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 
Mary Rot 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Rose Simek 
Colette Suhy 

John Tarmann 
Rita Vaitkus 

Abbie Vernon 



LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION  

In the last few weeks, I think we can agree that there has 

been a significant amount of chaos in the United States.  

In my line of work, I have witnessed this chaos result in 

depression and anxiety as people struggle to make sense 

of everything, cope with the chaos, and adapt to the 

changes.  I think it is important in these times to 

remember that Christ is King.  This world is passing and 

finite, while God is eternal and infinite.  No matter what 

political system, form of government, culture, or law that 

we find ourselves subject to, there is always room to 

make God the top priority.  I will be the first to admit 

that it seems like the sky is falling at times, but this 

feeling only lasts when we let the chaos distract us from 

God and His promises.  If we find ourselves too wrapped 

up in the current chaos and culture, we become distracted 

from God and our ultimate goal of Heaven with Him.  

The current chaos is nothing new.  We have only to look 

at the lives of the saints and Christ himself to see that 

people have endured very difficult times while keeping 

their focus entirely on God.  If you find yourself anxious, 

depressed, or despairing because of the chaos, consider 

taking those feelings to God in adoration and pray about 

the promises that Christ has made to us in the Gospels.  

God will be the only source of lasting peace in the chaos 

of this world. 



Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 
Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Luke Brown, Wellness Minister 
lbrown@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 106 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid, Ext. 244 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We 
can also offer prayers of thanksgiving. All information 
will be kept confidential. 

MASSES 

St. John of the Cross (140 Richmond Rd) 
 Saturday:  Vigil 4 pm (LIVESTREAMED)  

 Sunday 7:45 am  

                  10:15 am (LIVESTREAMED)  

 Monday: 8:30 am 

 Tuesday:  6:30 pm 

 Wednesday:  8:30 am (LIVESTREAMED)  

 Thursday:  6:30 pm 

 Friday:  8:30 am Morning Prayer:      

Adoration:  in the Church every Friday,  9 am to 2 pm 

Confessions: 
St. John of the Cross Saturday 3 pm 

Ss. Robert & William  Saturday 2:30 pm 

                    ******************************* 

Ss. Robert & William (367 E. 260 St.) 
 Saturday: Vigil 4 pm (LIVESTREAMED) 

 Sunday: 9 am 
                   11:30 am (LIVESTREAMED) 
                     6:00 pm 
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 11:30 am (LIVESTREAMED) 
 Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 8:30 am (LIVESTREAMED)  


