
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
Euclid, Ohio                                                                      Roman Catholic Parish 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                             January 31, 2021 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Can you believe it is the end of January?  One month of 2021 already down!  This month has 
been a month full of planning for Lent.  Lent starts February 17, and we have lots of great things 
planned.  Since it is the year of St. Joseph, we are taking various themes from his life and using 
them to create a disciple’s heart in each of us.  Ss. Robert & William Fish Fry will be back.  
Unfortunately, only for takeout, but still a great opportunity to get a good meal.  We will also 
have Stations of the Cross, lots of opportunities for Confession and the “Great Lent Bag 
Giveaway.”  Stay tuned to know what the Lent Bag Giveaway is; I promise you it will be great. 
 
We recently celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. Day and February is Black History Month.  Over 
the last year, the sin of racism has reared its ugly head again in our country, especially towards 
black people.  (However, we know and acknowledge racism towards many groups of people!)  I 
have spent many months reading/listening to both ends of the spectrum.  A lot of the reading/
listening has been very uncomfortable and has made me angry, anxious, and even fearful.  I 
have shared some insights of my reading/listening with you all and I have received some very 
“spirited” responses to say the least.  As I reflect on all of this, I must believe that most white 
people are struggling with hearing that the reality they grew up is somehow tainted or wrong.  
My parents and my faith taught me to work hard, do what is right and to love.  I truly believe that I have earned almost everything I 
have today (which is not a lot, but there have been some extra gifts along the way).  So, I really struggle when I hear the words 
“white privilege” because again I worked hard and made the right choices.  And when I did not make the right choices, I sought to 
make them right and learn from them.  I naively lived in a world where I thought everyone had the same opportunities.  But I still 
struggle when people suggest I should feel guilty or somehow did not deserve it.  This just an honest sharing of my struggles/
thoughts. 
 

I imagine many of you may have felt these or similar thoughts.  What do you do with them?  What does our faith tell us to do?  
What would Jesus do?  To be honest, I do not know.  The racial tensions in our country are so complex that I am not sure how we 
will ever be able to work through them.  The only way I see out is Divine Intervention and a return to God on the part of each 
person in our world.  For us it is impossible, for God nothing is impossible.  With that said, I would like to share five steps I am 
taking to turn my anger, fears, anxieties, and frustrations into moments of light and grace so I, in my own simple way, can be a part 
of creating a better world. 

 Being Grateful for all that I have!  Seeing myself not worthy of anything, but that each thing I have is a blessing and I need to be 
grateful and show my appreciation and never allow entitlement to creep into my life.  

 Seek to Share by looking for opportunities each day to share of my time, talent, and treasure with anyone in need, no matter how 
big or small. 

 To Empathize with those who have not had the opportunities I have had.  To be very aware that many of my brothers and sisters 
have had many doors slammed in their faces and had terrible experiences in their lives simply because of their skin color. 

 To seek to get to know my sisters and brothers of color.  I have enjoyed and look forward to listening and sharing in their stories 
so I can better understand their experiences and we can work together to assure everyone has equal and just opportunities.  

 Pray!  I have been doing lots of praying.  I think this is the point at which we all need to begin.  We need to be like Samuel the 
Prophet and shut up and say, Speak Lord, your servant is Listening. 

I know these steps are simple, but I believe them to be profound.  Please know that I, like most of you, struggle and hope and pray 
that we can continue to work through these issues and seek to live in harmony with all and recognize the inherent dignity of each 
human being from natural conception until natural death. 
 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
 
Fr. John 

FJB 
BLOG 



 
 “For where two or three gather in 
my name, there am I with them.” 
Matt  18:20 

You are invited to an evening of spiritual 
inspiration with the Spiritual Life and 
Evangelization Ministry. February 11, 7:15 pm  
Room 8 of the Community Center.  We will start 
with Evening Prayer and will continue with a 15 
min Video from Word on Fire Titled Christian 
Community as Leaven for the World.  This will 
be followed up with discussion and end with 
Night Prayer. 

This gathering will be both in person and 
Zoomed.  Contact Deacon Tom to RSVP for in 
person and /or to be e-mail and invitation for 

Zoom.  deacontom@sjceuclid.com or call 
216-289-0770 , ext. 112 



HYMNAL NOTICE 
 
 

One of the changes we made with the pandemic was 
the removal of the Hymnals. We have decided, that 
even when the pandemic 
is over, to no longer use 
the Hymnals.  We will 
use the new screens that 
will display the words of 
the hymns at Mass.  In 
addition, we will have 
Worship Aids for each 
Mass.  This allows us 
much more flexibility 
and choice.  We will be donating the hymnals to the 
Seminary for their use in the chapel.  A number of 
you "dedicated/memorialized" some of the hymnals.  
We will have those available in the Gathering Space 
after Masses the next two weekends for you to claim 
if you would like any hymnal you sponsored.  If they 
are not claimed we will donate those to the Seminary 
as well.  We have a few that are also available if you 
just want one of your own.  If you are not 
comfortable coming inside to the Gathering Space, 
please call the Office and we can put one aside for 
you.  

LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION  

This week, I’d like to discuss how 
parents can better protect their 
children from exposure to 
pornography.  Before we go much 
further, you might be thinking to 
yourself that there is no way your 
child encounters pornography.  
While that may be true, the odds are 
not in your favor.  Pornography is 
everywhere and accessible on a smartphone within seconds.  
It’s been reported that the average age someone sees 
pornography in this technological age is 7 years old.  Some 
pornography sites even use commonly misspelled website 
names to lure young people into viewing their content.  A 
former boss of mine once said that giving children and 
teenagers unrestricted access to the internet at home or on 
their phone is the same thing as leaving them at home alone 
with pornography images and videos stacked to the ceiling.  
While there are many resources online such as Covenant Eyes 
and other accountability software, nothing is going to work as 
well as having an honest discussion with your child about 
pornography’s existence and what to do when if they stumble 
upon it while browsing the internet or a friend at school shows 
it to them.  Assure them that sexual attraction is normal and a 
good thing, but that it can be manipulated into something sinful 
if we are not careful.  These conversations are difficult and can 
be awkward, but if we don’t have them with our kids, the 
subject stays forbidden and becomes a seedbed for curiosity and 
secrecy.  This needs to be an ongoing conversation that is age 
appropriate and changes over time as the child ages and 
matures.  If you would like resources or tips on how to prevent 
pornography use in your home, feel free to email me and I will 
send some your way. 



Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last Week’s Giving ………….…..……....$2,421.50 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving…............$   961.00  
Faith Direct*-1st Half  January Giving…......$2,575.00 
Faith Direct*- 1st Half January Maintenance..$ 1,303.50 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted 
twice a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, February 1 
8:30 AM (JL/TS) † :Living & Deceased Members of St.    
 John of the Cross Parish 

Tuesday, February 2 
6:30 PM (JL) † Sophie Duda 

Wednesday, February 3 
8:30 AM (JL) † St. John of the Cross Parish family 

Thursday, February 4 
6:30 (JL/TS) † :Living & Deceased Members of St. John of 
 the Cross Parish 

Friday, February 5 
No Mass (8:30 am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm Adoration) 

Saturday, February 6 
4 PM (JL/TS-P) † Annie Kaluza 

Sunday, February 7 
7:45 AM (GB/TS) † :Living & Deceased Members of St.       
 John of the Cross Parish 
10:15 AM (JL/TS) † Joseph Cah 

 

Euclid Hunger Center-  

You may drop off your donations at the Church. 

 

FOOD DONATIONS 
 

• cereal, canned fruits/vegetables, canned    

tuna/chicken, soup 

• toiletry items (deodorant, toilet paper, 

toothpaste, soap, feminine hygiene items) 

 



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid, Ext. 244 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

 
Evelyn Adamczak 

John Ballard 
Noella Burrows 

Barbara Contorno 
Constance Durrah 

Vi Franko 
Frank Hiti 

John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 
Joe Matejka 

Ronald Maxey 
Sheila Moore-Baka 

Rudy Myeress 
 
 
 

 
Larry O’Donnell 

Linda Palko 
Bill Perko 

Joan Raddell 
Pat Rossoll 
Mary Rot 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Rose Simek 

Colette Suhy 
John Tarmann 
Rita Vaitkus 

Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us 
when a name can be 
taken off this list.   

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  

and Their Caregivers 


