
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                       Roman Catholic Parish 
May 2, 2021                Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy May!  At SRW today, Bishop Roger Gries will confirm 35 young people from SRW and SJC.  
We welcome these 35 young people as fully initiated members of the Catholic Church and look 
forward to their continued presence in our parishes.  Please keep them in your prayers.  Please ask 
the Holy Spirit to keep them safe and help them to make good choices that will keep them in the 
light of Christ.  I know these young people and they are good young people.  They truly desire to 
know the Lord and follow His ways.  However, they are so many influences fighting for their 
attention and their following.  We should pray that these newly confirmed can stay the course and 
stay in the light!   
 
The month of May is traditionally called “Mary’s Month.”  Mary, our Blessed Mother, is such a gift 
to the church.  Her presence and intercession is the foundation of our faith.  Her constantly 
pointing to her Son Jesus and calling us to grow closer to Him is ever so necessary in our world.  I 
encourage you to mark the month by praying the rosary, singing/praying Marian prayers/songs, 
making a May Altar in your home, etc.  Anything that will allow you to grow closer to our Blessed 
Mother.  A saying/prayer I hear often and I think is so beautiful is To Jesus Through Mary.  I know that some people question our 
Catholic devotion to Mary.  I would offer the following as an explanation of the notion of To Jesus Through Mary (From an article from 
the University of Dayton): 
 
“The expression "To Jesus Through Mary" is not found literally in Scripture.  This and similar mottos were coined during post-
Reformation times. There is a difference between words and meaning.  The question that needs to be asked is:  Do aspects (events, 
sayings) of the Bible convey the meaning intended by the expression "To Jesus Through Mary"? The following should be observed: 

Chapter 1 of Luke describes in detail that Jesus came into this world through Mary. Mary is not a 
pure accident.  She is part of God's plan and mother in a full human sense.  To understand Mary 
means to understand Jesus better; she was his mother and educator.  Subsequently, she was his 
first disciple. 

In John 2:3 it is demonstrated that Mary was instrumental in bringing about Jesus' first miracle at 
Cana.  Her discreet but nonetheless determined intervention -- subordinate to the will of the Son 
-- culminates in the essential meaning of this sentence: "To Jesus through Mary."  What she tells 
us is, in everything do his will. 

It should not be forgotten that in John 19, 25-27 Jesus has entrusted John to his mother.  We are 
like John, disciples of Jesus and thus entrusted to Mary.  John 19, 25-27 is the classical Scripture 
text substantiating Mary's spiritual maternity for us.” 

 

So these few words have helped me to come to better understand this saying and have come to appreciate Mary as the great treasured 
gift from God.  We are blessed by Mary!  Also, to honor our Blessed Mother Mary, we will have a May Crowning included with our 
Concert of Hope on May 12.  Details to follow in next bulletin. 
 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, Fr. John 

FJB 
BLOG 

BEGINNING MAY 9, 2021, MOTHER’S DAY, THE 745 A.M. MASS WILL BEGIN 
TO BE HELD IN THE OUTDOOR SHRINE EVERY SUNDAY, WEATHER 
PERMITTING.  



CALL OF LOVE MINISTRY 
 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have       
loved you." 

                        John 15:12 
 
      Call of Love is a phone outreach ministry.  It is a loving 
process to reach out to see how people are doing, and offer 
to pray for them. 
 
How does it work? 

      Call of Love phone helpers will reach out to the entire 
parish community on a regular basis, asking this question:   
“We are calling to see how you are and if there is anything 
you want us to pray for. 

      As a Call of Love Minister, you would be calling 
parishioners and basically saying we love you and want to 
support you in prayer.  Once up and running, this phone 
ministry becomes a true expression of stewardship.  It is 
building relationships of love and belonging which is the 
heart of a vibrant parish. 

      There will be teams of 4 callers who will rotate making 
the calls on a  monthly basis.  There will be an initial training 
session. 

      Call of Love is both an outreach and prayer ministry.  
Each team will start with prayer and end the evening in 
prayer, as the team will pray for all those who were 
contacted. 

      Please consider this necessary ministry.  We are not 
asking for a lifetime commitment.  The estimated start up 
day is June of 2021. 
 

Thank you, 
Deacon Tom 

LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that if we are with Christ and 

pursuing holiness, we are moving towards Him.  If we are not 

actively pursuing Him, we are moving away from Him.  There 

are no plateaus in the spiritual life.  The same can be said about 

our mental health.  If we neglect our mental health and do not 

care for it, it can very quickly deteriorate.  Problems can sneak 

up on us if we do not remain aware of our thoughts and 

feelings.  It is easy to be brought down by the daily stresses of life 

and, before we know it, we can be facing some real mental 

health challenges.  Sometimes it is helpful to have a “check-up” 

and take an inventory of our mental health.  When we are 

experiencing problems such as depression or anxiety, they often 

start slowly and grow worse over time.  When this happens, our 

current struggle with mental health problems can feel like “the 

norm” and we forget that things can be better.  Many have heard 

the story about the two frogs and the pot of water.  The story 

goes that a frog dropped in a pot of boiling water will jump out 

immediately, while a frog placed in a cold pot that is gradually 

heated to boiling point will perish as it grows used to the 

temperature.  While the story is an urban legend and apparently 

untrue, the metaphor is useful.  If you are facing mental health 

problems, it might be useful to get a check-up by actively 

reflecting on your mental health, seeking the help of friends and 

family, or consulting a counselor.  You might find the “the norm” 

you are experiencing can improve and very positive changes can 

be made. 

 
Luke Brown, LPC 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 



Faith By The Fire! 
 
In Luke 10:29 a scholar of the law asks Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  If you are like many of your 
fellow parishioners, you may wish you 
knew more of the people you see at Mass.  
Do you want to meet people who want to 
meet you?  Do you want to know your 
fellow Saint John of the Cross parishioners 
better? 
 
If so, then please join us at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 18 by the fire pit in the back 
area of SJC.  No formal agenda -- because 
YOU will decide what the agenda will be.  
We will talk about what you want to talk about, sit around the Fire 
and enjoy the fellowship of other fellow parishioners.  There will also 
be bocce if you want to play.  Feel free to invite your friends.  Bring 
your own beverage and a snack.  Bring your favorite lawn chair (we 
will have some chairs if you forget yours). 
 
Faith by Fire will meet the third Tuesday of every month from 7:00 
pm to 8:30 pm with the first meeting on May 18, 2021, and ending on 
October 18, 2021.  Mass will be said in the church at 6:30 p.m. if you 
would care to attend.  In case of rain, we will meet in the Community 
Center. Can we have a virtual indoor fire?  
 
Join us, enjoy the conversation and be ready to pray to Jesus for a new 
neighbor you may meet at Faith By The Fire!  A parishioner will get 
the gatherings going and then you take over. 
If you want to be one of those people for a future meeting, please call 

Deacon Tom at 216-289-0770 ext 112 - or e-mail 

deacontom@sjceuclid.com 
EUCHARISTIC ADORTION 

 
Join us on Friday mornings at 8:30 am for 
Eucharistic Adoration and Morning 
Prayer in the Sacred Heart Chapel. 

 

The Great Outdoors is 
Calling You 

 
 

The Parish Garden Ministry 

is in urgent need of 

volunteers. Would you or your family like to “Adopt-a-

Garden”?   

We currently have 33 gardens but only 13 families 

participating.  Typical garden tasks include:  planting, 

weeding, and watering.  Come show your creativity and 

devotion.  You can breathe fresh air and soak up the 

sunshine as you contemplate the miracle of God’s world.  To 

join the team, contact Bernie Solpa (216) 261-6866 or call 

the parish office at 216-289-0700 x.100, and leave your name 

and contact information (name, phone, e-mail). 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
Ss. Robert & William is Now Hiring Seasonal 

and Full Time Janitorial Staff 
 

Ss. Robert & William is seeking motivated, hard 
working individuals to help keep our school and early 
learning center clean and safe. 
 
We are in need of janitorial staff for the summer months 
to do heavy cleaning in our building.  This includes 
scrubbing and waxing floors, moving furniture, etc. 
 
We are also seeking a full time janitor to help year 
round.  This full time position would include PTO, 
health and pension benefits. 
 
Pay for all positions starts at $11/hour.  In general, 
hours are Monday – Friday, 6:30 am – 3:00 pm.  
Occasional weekends and evenings. 
 
For more information or to apply, email Fr. John at 
fjb@srweuclid.cc or call him at 216.731.1515 ext. 
228.   

mailto:fjb@srweuclid.cc


Our Financial Stewardship  
 

4/18/2021 Giving……………………....…$3,459.03 
4/18/2021 Maintenance……………………$1,306.00 
Last Week’s Giving……………………..….$2,907.54 
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving…..............$   545.00 
Faith Direct*-1st Half April Giving….…...….$2,672.00  
Faith Direct*-1st Half April Maintenance…….$  676.00 
 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted 
twice a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Monday, May 3, 
8:30 AM (JB/TS)† Nancy Suhy 

Tuesday, May 4 
6:30 PM (JB) † Domenic Ciricillo 

Wednesday, May 5 
8:30 AM (JL) † Frank Kaluza 

Thursday, May 6 
6:30 (JL/TS) † John & Margaret Walsh 

Friday, May 7 
No Mass (8:30am Morning Prayer; 9am-2pm Adoration) 

Saturday, May 8 
4 PM (JB/TS) † For All Mothers 

Sunday, May 9 
7:45 AM (JL/TS) † For All Mothers 
10:15 AM (JB/TS) † For All Mothers 



Parish Staff- 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Jim Granito, Business Manager 
jgranito@sjceuclid.com Ext. 244 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

 
Evelyn Adamczak 

John Ballard 
Noella Burrows 

Constance Durrah 
Frank Hiti 

John Hocevar 
Andrew Jarm 
Anna Jalovec 
Nick Kaluza 

Ronald Maxey 
Sheila Moore-Baka 

Rudy Myeress 
Linda Palko 
Bill Perko 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joan Raddell 

Catherine Rajnicek 
Pat Rossoll 
Mary Rot 

Jerry Scarniench 
Judy Schmidt 
Rose Simek 

Colette Suhy 
John Tarmann 
Rita Vaitkus 

Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us 
when a name can be 
taken off this list.   

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  

and Their Caregivers 


