
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                       Roman Catholic Parish 
July 25, 2021                             17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope your July is going well.  I will be away this week.  Fr. Scott and I are going on vacation to 
celebrate his appointment as Administrator/Pastor of St. Mary in Chardon and St. Patrick in 
Thompson.  I know the clergy and staff will take good care of the parishes while I am away.  I will be 
back Tuesday, August 2.    
   
As I mentioned the last two weeks, I was recently asked to do a talk for a group of people in early 
August.  The title will be Lessons I Learned from Leading a Parish/School through the Pandemic.  As I began 
to write the talk, realities began to set in.  This past year has been one of the toughest years of my 
priesthood and pastoring.  If you add the tensions and division of the recent election and the racial 
struggles to my plate, you had the perfect storm.  As a priest, pastor and leader in our community, I 
had to navigate through unchartered territories.  There was no playbook of how to handle the various realities we found ourselves in 
each day.  Over these weeks, I am reflecting on these realities and where I succeeded and where I fell short in my leadership, as well 
as help to chart a course moving forward.  I am focusing in on three areas:  pandemic (7/11 bulletin); racial issues (7/18); and 
election (politics) (this bulletin).  In all three areas I want to state as sincerely and genuinely that if any way my words, 
choices, policies, decisions, etc. offended any one or caused anyone to stop coming to church or walk away from 
the parish, I offer my sincere apologies!  My intention would never be such.  I am old enough to know that rarely are we all 
going to be on the same page, but my hope and intentions are always to unite and not divide.  If you find yourself in this category or 
know someone that is, please encourage them to reach out and set-up a time to meet with me so we can dialogue, heal and hopefully 
restore the relationship.  As a pastor/shepherd that is my number one goal!   
 
Regarding Political (Election) Issues: 

 
As Catholic Christians, there is only one Savior, and his name is Jesus Christ.  It is through Him, with Him and in 
Him all will be made right, and we will receive eternal life.  He is the only way, the only truth and the source of all 
life.  But with that said, we must live on this earth and find ways to co-exist.  Since Adam and Eve were expelled 
from the Garden of Eden until today, there has been division.  While Christ came to unite us all as one, this is still a 
work in process and will not be complete until the end of time/second coming.  The source of this division seems 
to exist in all political, social and economic systems as people fall into the sins of pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, 
wrath and sloth. 
 
The other reality we live with is the gift of Free Will.  This gift of Free Will from God is a great blessing and a 
great curse.  But it is ours and we are called to respect and honor it.  The freedom that we are blessed with in this 
country, the United States, to vote is a sacred duty and honor and ultimately must be everyone using their well-
formed conscious to make a good choice.   
 
I think the role of the church is to help to form the consciouses of her people.  To help root people in the non-
negotiables in choices that affect the political, economic and social systems of our country.  It is not the role of the 
church to tell you who to vote for and for sure not to endorse candidates for political office, but instead equip her 
people with the ability to pray and discern what Jesus Christ is calling them to do.   
 
I do believe most, if not all, politicians are good people, go into politics for good reasons and many serve very 
nobly.  However, it seems more and more that some of them are falling into corruption and promotion of 
downright evil.  At one time in the history of our country we all subscribed to a basic morality based on the 
protection all human life from conception until natural death, the protection of the human family and other basic 
good moral principles.  Now, we are not all on the same page.  Many people subscribe to some evil ideas and some 
of our laws no longer support protection of all human life, family, etc.  Another major issue is the dawn of the 
twenty-four-hour news and the explosion of social media.  This has led to a biased media and other significant 
issues.   
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For us as a church I think we need to look to Catholic Social Teaching and the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching: 
 
— Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
— Call to Family, Community, and Participation  
— Rights and Responsibilities  
— Option for the Poor and Vulnerable  
— The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers  
— Solidarity 
— Care for God's Creation 
 

We can use these principles to form our conscious and help to promote the Common Good of all people.  We can be the voice of 
Christ in a world that so desperately needs it.  No one political candidate, no political party embraces the entirety of Christ’s 
teachings; however, we can keep calling people to it and help people to form their consciouses so they can follow Divine Will of God 
in their decision making as they navigate through earthly living.   
 
My hope is that as a parish, as a diocese, as the church in the United States we can unite and end division and help to establish the 
Christian universal vision.   
 
 
Make it a great week and see you in church!  
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH PRAYER  

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his 
only Son; in you Mary placed her trust' with 
you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us 
too, show yourself a father and guide us in the 
path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and 
courage, and defend us from every evil.      
Amen.  



LUKE BROWN’S REFLECTION 
 

This week’s Gospel reminds us of what God can truly do with the gifts 
that we bring to Him.  When I reflect on this Gospel, I like to think of 
the boy that brought the loaves and fish to share.  With such a large 

number of people, his gift could have been perceived as insignificant and 
dismissed as a useless contribution.  However, Christ took what the boy 
brought to Him and performed miracles with it.  I think the lesson here 
is that Christ works with what we bring to Him.  We may view ourselves 
as insignificant or our talents as unimportant.  We can see needs in our 
community and dismiss the impact that our talents and skills will have 
on improving anything.  It is easy to think that we need a significant 

amount of money, a degree in theology, or some saintly level of holiness 
to make a difference, but this is a lie.  We have many saints who serve as 
an example of how small and silent acts have an incredibly far-reaching 
impact.  No matter how small or insignificant we think we are, or our 
talents are, God will take them and make great things happen because 
they are offered.  He will take our offering and change, develop, and 
perfect it.  We always have something important to contribute to the 

Body of Christ and no offering is too small, unimportant, or 
insignificant.  If we continue to offer ourselves and our gifts to Christ, we 

will continue to be like the boy in today’s Gospel who’s offering was 
loved by God and used to feed five thousand. 

 

St. Michael the Archangel Safety and 
Awareness Program 

Our own parishioner, Chief Tom Wetzel, will 
present a general safety and awareness program 
that addresses home, vehicle, personal and 
general safety. 

Will also include a demonstration on the proper 
use of pepper spray and discussion on other self-
defense tools, followed by a Q and A. 

Stop in, relax with friends and 
learn how to better protect 
yourself and your family.  

It’s All in the Basket:  Everyday Stewardship — Recognize God in your Ordinary Moments 

St. Therese of Lisieux made a point of going the extra mile in kindness towards those people who really got under her skin. It was 
part of her own brand of Everyday Stewardship — thanking God for all His creation, even the parts with which, in her own 
humanness, she struggled to cope. 

I think about this a lot when I challenge myself to give thanks for things that bother me and people who challenge me. When I do this, 
I envision Christ giving thanks over those insufficient loaves. How many of us would see that paltry little basket and kick a rock in 
frustration because we can’t feed all our people? “You didn’t give me enough, Lord! You didn’t give me enough patience, enough 
money, enough creativity, enough stamina to be a good steward. If you had given me more, I could also give more!” 

In those moments of despair, we need to take a good look at the life God has given us. We need to look at the trials and the challenges 
and the shortcomings. The hopes that didn’t pan out, the disappointments that keep cropping up. Somewhere therein lies what we 
need to be the steward God asks us to be, just as St. Therese’s own stewardship was defined by the people she simply couldn’t stand. 

God does not give us all we want. He does not give us all we ask for. He does us one better: He gives us all we need. It’s all in the 

basket. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last Week’s Giving………………….……...…..….$2,840.76 
Last Week’s Maintenance…………..……………….$   983.00 
Faith Direct*-Last half Giving…………........ 
Faith Direct*-Last half Maintenance…..…...... 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to 
serve God!  

 

Monday, July 26 
8:30 AM (JL/TS-P) † Frank Parsons 

Tuesday, July 27 
6:30 PM (JL) †  Stanley Duda 

Wednesday, July 28 
8:30 AM (JL) † Marianne Chinchar 

Thursday, July 29 
6:30 (JL/TS) † Lisa Kaluza 

Friday, July 30 
No Mass (8:30am Morning Prayer; 8:45am-2pm Adoration) 

Saturday, July 31 
4 PM (JL/TS) † Leo & Rose Burrello 

Sunday, August 1 
7:45 AM (MD/TS) † Mike & Fran Krainz & Family 
10:15 AM (MD/TS) † Clarence & Delores Myslinski 
 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
        Mondays & Wednesdays:           8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays:……….6:30 pm 

Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with  Eucharistic Adoration  
8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
        Saturdays:                                     4:00 pm 
        Sundays:……………………...7:45 am & 10:15 am 

Confessions 
        Saturdays:……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Parish Staff- 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, Constance 
Durrah, Frank Hiti, John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna Jalovec, 
Nick Kaluza, Ronald Maxey, Sheila Moore-Baka, Vera Baka, 
Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, 
Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, Colette Suhy, 
John Tarmann, Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


