
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                  Roman Catholic Parish 
September 26, 2021                                           26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy end of September!  It is hard to believe how quickly this month went by.  I hope you enjoyed the 
last two weeks reading about Ss. Robert & William Catholic School and the Guardian Angels Early 
Learning Center.  While St. John of the Cross does not have a school on its campus, it does have a vested 
interest in these Catholic education ministries.  As you may know, I am leading a strategic planning 
process for the Catholic Elementary Schools of our Diocese and one of the key components of the plan 
will be that every parish associates itself with a Catholic School.  So, I do hope to keep you all up to date 
on the great things that are happening, as well as ways you can support them.  Martha Dodd, who leads 
our school, spent the first half of her career as teacher and principal at St. Felicitas/St. John of the Cross.  
She always shares many wonderful stories and experiences from her time here.  
 
The sound system is progressing nicely.  It takes some time to get all the pieces and parts into place and 
everything tuned just right.  I am so appreciative of all the support this important project is receiving from 
so many ends.  Worship in Mass and the Sacraments are the most important thing we do around here and so we want to do it well.   
 
Speaking of Mass and worship, we need Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers to help at Mass.  
These roles are very serious and very necessary.  We need men and women of the parish to step up to help proclaim the Word of 
God as Lectors, to help distribute Holy Communion, to help take up the collection at Mass and to help welcome and greet people as 
they come to Mass.  Each one of us are worthy of this by the virtue of our Baptism.  We provide training and an online scheduling 
program that allows you to have control over your schedule.  Please contact me or Deacon Tom for more information.  It’d be great 
to have you and I would be most appreciative.  I am especially appealing to those who may have done it prior to the COVID 
pandemic and have not started back up again.  This might be a great time!  
  
Make it a great week!  See you in Church! 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

FJB 
BLOG 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH PRAYER  

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God 
entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust' with you Christ became 
man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path 
of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil.      
Amen.  

 

Patriotic Rosary 
 
Please join us as we practice our freedom of religion 
publicly and pray for the United States of America and 
its leaders.   
 
Location: American Croatian Lodge (Outside Front 
Lawn) 34900 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake 
When: Noon-1:00pm, Saturday, October 2 
Why: To honor our lady and heal our country through 
the Rosary. 

 
Rosary Rally 
 
The world is at a crossroad. We must continue to 
pray through the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother.  On October 16 we will be praying the rosary 
in front of St. Justin Martyr Church at noon.  Please 
invite your friends and family and pray the rosary 
together. 
  



CONSECRATION TO 
ST. JOSEPH 

 
A 33 DAY BOOK 

STUDY AND 
PRAYER FOCUSING 
ON THE PERSON OF 

ST. JOSEPH. 
 

Ss. Robert and William Church 
6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Six Group Meetings facilitated by  
Fr. Thom 

Tuesday Evenings 
 

September 28  
October 5, 12, 19 & 26 

November 2 
 

Please call the Parish Office to Register :  216-731-1515 

Consecration to St. Joseph means that you acknowledge 
that he is your spiritual father, and you want to be like 

him. To show it, you entrust yourself entirely to his 
paternal care so that he can lovingly help you acquire his 
virtues and become holy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us October 10th at the 10:15 am Mass as we thank Fr. 
Edward Mehok for his humble service to the Parish of St. John of the 
Cross.  There will be a small reception after Mass in the Gathering 
space. 

Breaking the Stewardship Mold 
 

Have you noticed how we always tend to pigeonhole one 
another — and ourselves? “I could never serve on the Parish 
Council. That’s for Rick and Ellen and that whole group of 
people who have done it for years.” “Greg takes care of faith 
formation in the parish — he always has. He doesn’t need my 
help.” “I can’t afford to give the big bucks like those families 
who sit up front can. My offering wouldn’t matter even if I did 
increase it.” 
 
Thinking like this is a good indication that we aren’t in 
conversation with God about what His will is for our lives. If 
we have already decided what we are and are not meant to do, 
we aren’t likely to pray over it, to discern it.  
 
We have to be open to the spirit of the Lord wherever it leads 
us, regardless of what we or others have come to expect from 
us. We human beings come to believe that we are such good 
judges of what others can offer — or what we ourselves can 
offer. But God has plans for us to which we aren’t privy. God 
calls everyone to serve Him in the way that pleases Him best, 
and only He can decide what that is. Everyday Stewardship 
demands a continual accounting of who we can be, what we 
can offer — even if it’s outside our comfort zone, even if it’s 
something that never occurred to us before. 
 
There’s only one Person who can tell us what God wants from 

us. Do we even think to ask Him? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



This week’s Gospel can be difficult to hear at times.  Christ’s words are 
very powerful and what he is calling us to is very challenging.  His 

words in this Gospel are great to reflect on from a mental health 
perspective.  In my line of work, I frequently come across people who 
encounter situations, relationships, and habits that are triggers for 

destructive behavior.  A young person who spends a large amount of time 
on the internet eventually ends up seeking out pornography.  Another 

person regularly joins their colleagues after work on Friday to spend time 
at a bar overindulging in alcohol.  In these examples, both the internet 
and the bar might be the hands and feet that Christ is challenging us to 

cut off.  Just like hands and feet, social media and a bar are not 
intrinsically evil things, they are just a catalyst for destructive and sinful 
behavior.  When we encounter these sorts of triggers, it can be difficult to 

give up something we see as good to prevent an evil.  However, this is 
exactly what Christ is calling us to do.  The internet and social groups 

are both good and useful things, but maybe Christ is calling us to either 
manage them more effectively or get rid of them entirely.  We need to be 
honest about whether these things are leading us closer to or away from 

God.  The first person can be more intentional about how much time 
they are spending on the internet and use internet filters, while the 

second person can suggest a location for the social group that does not 
involve alcohol.  These are good things to do until we are in a better 

place where we have more self-control and discipline.  This week, 
consider reflecting on the triggers in your life and the challenge that 

Christ is giving us in today’s Gospel. 
Luke Brown, LPCC 

SEPTEMBER 29 

Mourning to Morning is an informative and 

prayerful program  

to help people move through the grieving process 

and forward in faith.    

New six-week session begins Saturday, October 9, 

2021  10:30AM – 12:00PM 

in the Sacred Heart Room of  Ss. Robert and 

William Parish Office Bldg. 

There is no fee, but registration is requested.   

Contact Renée Barber at 216-731-1515 Ext. 262 

Mourning 

to  
Morning 

 
 

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND OUR FIRST DINE & DISCUSS EVENT 

DISABLE THE LABELS 
Wednesday, September 29, 2021 6:00PM 

St. John of the Cross Parish Hall  

Enjoy the company of parishioners over a great meal  

while discussing ways to eliminate labeling  

and promote the sacredness of all people. 

  

This event is free and open to all parishioners of SJC and SRW 

but reservations are a must. 
Call 216-731-1515 or 216-289-0770 

ONE IN CHRIST MINISTRY 



Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last week’s Giving………...….……...…..………..$2,235.24 
Last week’s Maintenance …..………………..……..$1,865.00 
Faith Direct*-  
Faith Direct* - 
 

*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice a 
month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our mission to 
serve God!  

 

Monday, September 27 
8:30 AM (JB/TS) † Joan Donnelly 

Tuesday, September 28 
6:30 PM (JB) †  Rose Burrello 

Wednesday, September 29 
8:30 AM (JL) † Adolph Rot 

Thursday, September 30 
6:30 (JL /TS-P) † Ferdinand Krecic 

Friday, October 1 
No Mass (8:30am Morning Prayer; 8:45am-2pm Adoration) 

Saturday, October 2 
4 PM (JB) † John Burrello 

Sunday, October 3 
7:45 AM (JL) † Deacon Charles Doerpers 
10:15 AM (JB) † Ike Dulaney 

 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
        Mondays & Wednesdays:           8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays:……….6:30 pm 

Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with  Eucharistic Adoration  
8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
        Saturdays:                                     4:00 pm 
        Sundays:……………………...7:45 am & 10:15 am 

Confessions 
        Saturdays:……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Parish Staff- 

Rev. John D. Betters. Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, Constance 
Durrah, Frank Hiti, John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna Jalovec, 
Nick Kaluza, Ronald Maxey, Sheila Moore-Baka, Vera Baka, 
Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, 
Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, John Tarmann, 
Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


