
Saint John of the Cross         
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
October 17, 2021                                                     29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is very hard to believe it is already mid-October.  This certainly has been a very eventful year for SJC and in our world.  
Amidst the seemingly crazy world we live in, I take such solace in being able to pastor such a great parish community.  I 
always find such joy here.  Even my toughest days are still filled with blessings.  One of the reasons I can say this is because 
parishioners are so generous with their time, talent, and treasure.  People here give so freely and generously, instilling a 
real sense of love and vibrancy.  We are Blessed!   
 
As a pastor I wear many hats.  My favorite, of course, is presider at Mass when we celebrate the Word and the gift of the 
Body and Blood of Christ.  While I prefer the titles pastor and shepherd, the reality is that in many ways I am the CEO of 
the parish.  One of my duties under that title is to produce an ANNUAL REPORT of the finances and affairs of the parish.  
So much happens here it would be almost impossible to capture it in just a few short pages, but I have attempted to give a 
brief overview.  This covers parish finances, our outreach to the community, and the Sacramental and faith formation of 
our young people.  I hope you enjoy reading.   
 
I share with you the results of the 2020—2021 fiscal year.  We work on a July 1—June 30 fiscal year and recently closed 
our books and submitted our report to the Diocese.  Our report was reviewed and accepted by the Diocesan Finance 
Office.   
 
On the parish side you can see we had significant income in that we received a SBA PPP loan when the pandemic started in 
March 2020.  That loan was fully forgiven in Fall of 2020.  Collections were down about 3% and I assume that is because 
less people were attending Mass since the pandemic began.  In the last few months, Mass attendance and collections 
continue to increase each week.  We were able to keep our expenses down and have a fairly good year.   
  
We were able to complete a number of improvements over the past year through your amazing response to the Heart of 
the Shepherd Campaign and through the Fr. Bober’s estate gift received in 2019.  We were able to put in an ADA 
accessible ramp and new entrance to the church, add a LIVESTREAMING system, screens in the church to follow along 
with the Mass, new garage doors on the rectory garages and asbestos abatement in the church.  Thank you, thank you!  
This year we are installing the new sound system and your generosity to that is amazing.  All of these add so much to our 
worship space and our campus overall.    
 
We had strong returns on our investments of almost $70,000!  
 
I cannot state this enough, your amazing generosity never ceases to amaze me!  Despite being in difficult times, you all 
have stepped up to the plate and it is an honor and privilege to serve you as pastor.   
 
This is truly a sign of a very healthy parish community.  How awesome!  We are finishing our twelfth year as a parish 
community.  Overall, we are in a great position to move forward.  I am so excited about all the possibilities the future 
holds for us.  Please know that I very much appreciate your support in so many ways.  The staff, volunteers, and I will 
continue to work very hard to make St. John of the Cross Parish as strong as possible, both spiritually and temporally, for 
the greater glory of God.   
 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church! 
 
Peace, Fr. John 



Parish Assets & Liabilities 
 Actual 2021 Actual 2020 

Checking Accounts            65,393  79,728 

Savings & Investments           384,832  370,257 

Accounts Receivable (Heart of the Shepherd Diocesan Campaign Pledge Redemptions)          103,327                    -    

TOTAL ASSETS (Cash & Investments)           553,553  449,985  

Accounts Payable            40,834  4,290 

Payable to Diocese of Cleveland (Assessments from Closed St. Paul & St. Felicitas)*          556,807  556,807 

Income Received in Advance (Security Deposits, PIN, Nicaragua, etc.)            14,530  10,442 

Deferred Restricted Support            13,736  - 

Employee Withholdings            (1,309)     (951) 

Loans (Paycheck Protection Loan)**                     -  54,900 

Total Liabilities (Monies owed to others) 624,598  625,488  

*The Diocese has asked us to leave this amount on our books but at this time has no plans to collect on this money.   

**The SBA PPP Loan was fully forgiven in Fall of 2020.   

Parish Receipts 2021 2020  Budget 2022  
Offertory Collections      336,893    347,173           347,000  
Other Collections (Maintenance Collections)        84,149      86,930             84,000  
Donations & Bequests (Budget 2022 includes Sound System appeal in July 2021)        46,131    106,865             65,000  
Net Bingo Proceeds                 -      28,453                       -  
Net Fund Raising Income                 -      14,842             15,000  
Income from Parish Programs        19,820           897             13,500  
Investment Income         69,237      19,204                       -  
Rental Income       120,375    101,749           143,270  
Contributions from Parish Organizations          2,243           420                       -  
Heart of the Shepherd Diocesan Capital Campaign      148,094        9,210                       -  
SBA PPP Loan Forgiveness        54,900                        -  
Designated Collections          4,448        4,705                       -  
Total Parish Receipts      886,290    720,449           667,770  

    

Parish Disbursements    

Salaries, Benefits, & Taxes      356,803    335,077           357,416  
Rectory & Household          9,778      15,629               9,000  
Parish Office &Administration        41,440      60,631             44,700  
Altar, Sanctuary & Liturgical        13,137      16,939             11,750  
Community Outreach          3,463      11,989               3,000  
Religious Education                81        1,828                       -  
Stewardship & Evangelization             757        1,783                  500  
Utilities        52,812      61,561             60,000  
Property Insurance & Taxes        36,923      34,984             38,100  
Maintenance, Repairs, & Plant Operating        43,974      63,927             27,100  
Diocesan Assessments-Current        56,882      58,710             55,000  
Designated Collections          4,448        4,705                       -  
Capital Expenditures      161,333      75,874             55,000  
Total Parish Disbursements      781,832    743,637           661,566  
TOTAL PARISH SURPLUS (DEFICIT)       104,458    (23,188)              6,204  



                  St. John of the Cross 
                      Next Community Meal 

                            Wednesday, October 20th 
                             5 pm— Drive Through Only 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

Serving Others (Part 1 of 3) 
Today’s Gospel reading reminds me of a parable I heard years 

ago.  The parable starts with an image of Hell where there is an 
enormous banquet of delicious food and everyone present is 

ravenous.  Everyone has utensils attached to their hands that are three 
feet long and so they cannot scoop the food into their own 

mouths.  Consequently, everyone remains starving.  Heaven is the same 
thing, except everyone is feeding the people around them.  Christ tells 

the disciples that those who serve shall be first.  When I reflect on 
today’s Gospel within the context of mental health, it makes me think 
about how frequently people benefit from focusing on serving others 
and serving a larger purpose.  We are called as Catholics to live like 
Christ and serve others, but we often can lose focus of this call and 

instead focus too much on ourselves.  When we serve others, we make a 
gift of ourselves to them and we recognize that there is more to life and 

the world than just our thoughts, desires, and feelings.  This is the 
larger purpose that allows us to get outside of ourselves for a 

time.  These acts often result in feelings of purpose, joy, peace, and a 
closer relationship with Christ.  A greater sense of purpose is also an 
incredible way to avoid or decrease some of the mental health issues 

that we face such as depression and anxiety.  In recent reflections, we 
have discussed the importance of boundaries, so I want to remind 
everyone that there is a balance between focusing on ourselves and 

serving others, which we will discuss more in part two of this 
series.  This week, consider praying about new ways to serve others or 

simply to recognize and reflect on the ways that you already serve 
others in your work, family life, and friendships. 

(All parts of this series will be available at sacredheartcleveland.com/
blog in coming weeks) 

 
Luke Brown, LPCC 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
PRAYER  
 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son;  
in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ 
became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show 
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and 
defend us from every evil.   
Amen.  

     Our Deepest Sympathies to the  
          Family of 

         Sally Gannon 

May they know the peace and comfort of 
God’s love and find strength in the support of 
friends, family and our parish community. 



Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last week’s Giving………...…....…..…………..$3,686.50 
Last week’s Maintenance …..…………..………..$1,431.00 
Faith Direct*-2nd Half of September Giving………$3,816.50 
Faith Direct*-2nd Half of September Maintenance...$1,213.50  
 

*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, October 18 
   8:30 AM (JB)   † Danny Polantz by Dorothy Polantz 

Tuesday, October 19 
   6:30 PM (JB)   People of the Parish 

Wednesday, October 20 
   8:30 AM (JL) † Colette Suhy by Elder & Sonia Mego 

Thursday, October 21 
   6:30 PM (JL) † Sr. Anna Raguz by Family 

Friday, October 22 
   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, October 23 
   4:00 PM  (JL) † Ken & Kate Buda by Frank Buda 

Sunday, October 24 
   7:45 AM (JB)   † Margaret Thome by Iren Perko 
 10:15 AM (JB)   † Ferdinand Krecic by Family 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 
        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 
        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 
        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Parish Staff 
Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, Constance 
Durrah, Marie George, Frank Hiti, John Hocevar, Andrew 
Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Ronald Maxey, Sheila Moore
-Baka, Vera Baka, Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan Raddell, Pat 
Rossoll, Mary Rot, Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose 
Simek, John Tarmann, Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


