
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
October 24, 2021                                                     30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are having a great week!  We have had some great weather in October.   
 

I feel very blessed to be pastor of two parishes that do so well proclaiming the dignity and sanctity of all human life!  Helping us to 
make sure that every life is held sacred and special from the moment of conception until the moment of natural death. It is so 
important and must be proclaimed boldly in our world that embraces a culture of death.  One of the areas that I have personally 
struggled with for a very long time is the death penalty.  Coming to know some very horrid crimes people have committed 
against other human beings is very difficult to understand.  It seems only natural that we would want to take away their life.  It 
has taken me a number of years, but I have come to believe that the death penalty is so wrong.  There is only one author and 
judge of life and that is Jesus Christ.  We certainly can limit freedoms (jail someone for life and only offer basic human needs) but 
we can never directly kill someone.   
 

In 2018, Pope Francis declared the death penalty “inadmissible” and ordered that the Catechism of the Catholic Church be changed to 
reflect this declaration. On October 3, 2020, Pope Francis issued the encyclical Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship) 
which includes his decisive teaching on this issue.  On October 4, 2020, America Magazine quoted the Pope:  
 

“Saint John Paul II stated clearly and firmly that the death penalty is inadequate from a moral 
standpoint and no longer necessary from that of penal justice.”  “There is no stepping back from 
this position,” says Francis, referring to the opposition to capital punishment expressed by St. 
John Paul II. “Today we state clearly that ‘the death penalty is inadmissible’ and the Church is 
firmly committed to calling for its abolition worldwide.” 
 

Today there are only fourteen countries in the world that still employ the death penalty: Bangladesh, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan and the United States.  
 

In our country twenty-three states have already abolished the death penalty.  Ohio is getting closer to becoming number twenty-
four.  Currently two identical bills are being considered: House Bill (HB)183 and Senate Bill (SB)103.  If you would like to 
support abolishing the death penalty in Ohio, go to otse.org 2021 (Ohio to Stop Executions).  There you will find more 
information that includes an opportunity to send messages to state senators and representatives.  To read more background on the 
progression of the church’s teaching on the death penalty, go to https://www.usccb.org/committees/domestic-justice-and-
human-development/death-penalty-capital-punishment.   
 

Next weekend at the vigil and Sunday Masses we will offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  This wonderful, grace-

filled Sacrament is an opportunity for us to lift up in prayer those in our community who are suffering physically, emotionally, 

and spiritually.  Because so many people in our community are affected by illness, the Church offers this Sacrament.  We lay 

hands on them and call upon the Holy Spirit to be with them.  We anoint the forehead and hands with Holy Oil in a spirit of 

prayer and petition to God for healing and/or acceptance of the suffering they endure.  While our hope would be healing, 

sometimes the healing is a peace and acceptance of a chronic or terminal diagnosis.  This can be very powerful!  It is also an 

opportunity for us as a community of faith to lift up to the Lord those who are suffering and ask intercessory prayers for those 

who are ill.  I invite anyone who is facing surgery, anyone with a chronic illness, cancer, serious mental/emotional illness or 

addiction, is elderly, or has a spiritual struggle, to come forward next week for the Sacrament.  If you are unable to come 

forward, we will come to you.   
 

We invite couples celebrating anniversaries ending in a 0 or 5 to a weekend Mass for a special prayer and blessing.  We will also 
give you a small token commemorating this special event.  Our celebration will be Saturday, November 20 for anyone 
celebrating an anniversary in 2021 that ends in a 0 or 5.  In order to prepare, please email the parish office or call her to reserve 
your spot.  Please let us know your full names and wedding date (with year). Deadline to register is November 15.  If you are 
physically unable to come to the front of church please let us know when you reserve your spot so we know to look for you.  We 
look forward to this great tradition to recognize Catholic marriage in our parish.   
Make it a great week!  See you in Church! 
Peace,   Fr. John 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/domestic-justice-and-human-development/death-penalty-capital-punishment
https://www.usccb.org/committees/domestic-justice-and-human-development/death-penalty-capital-punishment


LAKE CATHOLIC PERFORMING 
ARTS  

CRAFT FAIR 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2021 
9 AM to 3 PM 
 ADMISSION $3  

($2 ADMISISON FOR SENIORS) 

 OVER 100 CRAFTERS 

RAFFLES, FOOD, KIDS CORNER 

 MASKS REQUIRED 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Join us on Friday mornings at 8:30 am for Eucharistic 
Adoration and Morning Prayer in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contrary to popular belief, Jesus did not say, “I came to 
make them boring.” Instead, he wants us to live life to the 
fullest. Dive into the heart and soul of what it means to be 
Catholic with Chris Stefanick and his guests LIVE every 
Monday at 7 p.m. (ET). 

The Chris Stefanick Show is the most recent addition to 
the Augustine Institute’s robust and innovative program-
ming, which aims to help Catholics understand, live, and 
share their faith. Tune in every Monday at 7 p.m. (ET) to 
The Chris Stefanick Show on FORMED. 

Audience interaction is encouraged! Text in your ques-
tions to 720-650-0100 and Chris may answer them live on 
the show 
 

 

WATCH ON FORMED 

LOG IN: SRWSJCEUCLID.FORMED.ORG  

 
Parish Family Life Events 

Our Doors Are Open: 
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your current family and marital situation, 
no matter what your personal history, age, background, 
race, etc., no matter what your own self image, you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here at 
St. John of the Cross. To become a registered parishioner, 
please pick up a form at the parish office or visit our 
website at www.sjceuclid.com 

 

Baptism 
Expectant parents are to attend a Baptism Class prior to 
scheduling a Baptism. Contact the parish office to discuss 
arrangements. 

 

Marriage 
Wedding arrangements are to be made at least six months 
in advance. Contact Fr. John at the Parish Office. 

 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

Serving Others (Part 2 of 3) 
Last week, we discussed reflecting on ways to serve others as a way to 
focus more on others than we do on ourselves and answer the call of 
Christ.  However, sometimes we can take the good of self-sacrifice to 
the extreme, to the point that it becomes unhealthy.  In my line of 

work, I have met people who are so busy helping others that their own 
mental health and spiritual life are neglected in the process.  These 
individuals frequently forgo sleep, prayer, rest, and activities they 

enjoy to instead provide the same things for the other people in their 
lives.  While it is good to sacrifice for and serve others, the extreme is 
not what God is calling us to.  One of the best ways to reflect on the 
merit of our behaviors and activities is to ask one simple question- is 

this bringing me closer to Christ, or away from Christ?  If our busybody 
lifestyle of serving others selflessly is leaving us feeling used, neglected, 
despairing, or discouraged, it may be time to reevaluate and change 
how we are acting.  Serving others and ourselves is a delicate balance 
that needs to be revisited frequently.  A great source to reflect on is the 
book “Boundaries: When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of 

Your Life” by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend.  If you find 
yourself struggling with serving others to a degree that is detrimental 
to your mental health and spiritual life, I recommend picking up the 

book and taking its message to prayer.  Our first priority is to get 
ourselves to Heaven.  Helping others get there is noble and virtuous, 

but we cannot afford to lose our own way in the process. 
(All parts of this series will be available at  

sacredheartcleveland.com/blog in coming weeks)   
 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH PRAYER  
 

Hail, Guardian of the 
Redeemer, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To you 
God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of 
life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and 
defend us from every evil. 
                
Amen.  

 Ss. Robert and William’s next Community Meal 
is this Tuesday,  October 26th at 5:00 pm. These 

will continue to be take-out meals  
until further notice. 

 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Family of 

 

           Rita Otis 
           

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s love and find 
strength in the support of friends, family and our parish 

community. 

http://sacredheartcleveland.com/blog


Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last week’s Giving………...…....…..………..$2,643.37 
Last week’s Maintenance …..…………..……..$    178.00 
Faith Direct*-2nd Half of September Giving.……$5,085.00 
Faith Direct*-2nd Half of September Maintenance.$   681.00..  
 

*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, October 25 
8:30 AM (JB)† James & Mary Penko by Jeanette Penko 

Tuesday, October 26 
6:30 PM (JB) † John & Ana Iskra & Family  

Wednesday, October 27 
8:30 AM (JL) † Tom O'Toole by Nancy O'Toole 

Thursday, October 28 
6:30 PM  (JL) † Rose Burrello by Terri Burrello 

Friday, October 29 

   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, October 30 
4:00 PM (JB/GB) † Darlene Brokamp by Tony Brokamp 

Sunday, October 31 
7:45 AM (JL/JB/TS) † Nancy Suhy by Irene Perko 

10:15 AM (JB/JL/TS) † Russell Moss by Family 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, Constance 
Durrah, Marie George, Frank Hiti, John Hocevar, Andrew 
Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Ronald Maxey, Sheila Moore
-Baka, Vera Baka, Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan Raddell, Pat 
Rossoll, Mary Rot, Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose 
Simek, John Tarmann, Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


