
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
December 5, 2021                                                          Second Sunday of Advent 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Second Week of Advent!  I hope the first week of your Advent journey is going well.  As we are on this 
Advent journey, I hope and pray that you can reflect on the role of Jesus Christ in your life.  Is He the center of all 
that you do? Is prayer and conversation with Him an important part of your everyday life?  For me, this is something 
on which I am working.  I believe that in addition to formal prayers that we may say, we need to be talking to Jesus 
all day long.  He should be our best friend.  I know one of my best friends is Fr. Scott Goodfellow.  Each day, I am 
thinking that I cannot wait to tell him about this or that or get his input/advice on certain things going on in my life.  
That is how it should be with Jesus.  It is good to have good friends and they are gifts from Jesus, but we need to give 
Jesus the same and probably even more time each day.  As we anticipate the celebration of Christmas, may we, 
together, work towards giving Jesus more of our time each day.  He is the ONLY WAY, TRUTH and LIFE! 
 
This Monday, December 6 at 7 pm at Ss. Robert & William, we will have our joint Advent Communal Penance Service.  This service is for the 
parishioners of SRW & SJC to come together to pray, reflect on our sins and to confess and receive absolution individually from a priest.  We 
have several priests who will be with us that evening.  It is a wonderful opportunity to go receive Jesus’ incredible forgiveness and mercy and 
to be cleansed and renewed prior to Christmas.  I really encourage you to plan on attending.  
 
The feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Mother Mary is this Wednesday, December 8.  It is the feast in which we celebrate and 
honor that Mary was born without Original Sin.  She was born pure and perfect so that from her womb, our savior Jesus Christ could be born; 
God could become Man.  This is a Holy Day and does oblige Mass attendance.  We will have Mass at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, December 7 (Vigil 
Mass) and on Wednesday, December 8 at 8:30 am. If you need to attend a different Mass, SRW will have an additional 11:30 am and 6:30 pm 
on Wednesday, December 8.  
 
Calling all people, young and old, families and singles, parishioners, and school families, basically anyone!  SRW & SJC are going to have a 
PARTY!  Celebrate and have some fun this Christmas season on Friday, December 10, 6 pm – 10 pm in the SRW School Gym.  Pizza & wings 
will be provided.  Please bring an appetizer, dessert, and beverage to share.  Adult Beverages are fine!  Our SRW LIFETEEN & EDGE 
ministries will be providing FREE childcare and activities for the young ones.  Christmas Trivia with prizes worth up to $100; Christmas 
Music.  Meet new friends and have a great time.  Just have FUN!  While the event is free, we do ask you to pre-register by calling the SRW 
Parish Office at 216-731-1515, or SJC Parish Office at 216-289-0770.  I am excited to just come together and enjoy each other and celebrate 
the Christmas season.  
 
Do not forget to mark your calendars for the SJC Christmas Concert, December 22 at 7 pm.  
 
Make it a great week! See you in Church. 

Peace, 
Fr. John 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
PRAYER  
 
Hail, Guardian of the 
Redeemer, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God 
entrusted his only Son; in you Mary 
placed her trust; with you Christ 
became man. Blessed Joseph, to us 
too, show yourself a father and 
guide us in the path of life. Obtain 
for us grace, mercy and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jingle Bells!  

The Music Ministry invites you, your families, and 

friends for an evening of music and carols, 

anticipating the coming of Jesus.  Join us, then, on 

Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

church.  A reception will follow the event.  

Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Young Adults Ministry is sponsoring the celebration 
of Saint John of the Cross!  The event will start with the 6:30 
p.m. Mass on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, and it will 
continue afterwards in the Community Center.  It is going to 
be a wonderful opportunity to know more about the Saint of 
our beautiful church and at the same time a welcoming 
opportunity to spend an evening together.  The event is open 
to all!  

Liturgical Tribute Fund 

All money that is donated to this fund in memory 
of a loved one or friend, or a special occasion will 

be used to purchase items utilized in our worship 
and help us to do all that we can to assure that we 
have what we need to worship reverently and 

well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our 
Liturgical Tribute Fund… 

In Memory of  
 

Bertha Popovic ….....Popovic Family 

Young Adults! —  The “Lakeshore Pod” is a 
reality! I f you are in your 20s and/or 30s, come 
and join us for this incredible opportunity to 
pray to Jesus and get to know new people in 
the area. We invite you to be part of this 
journey in preparation for Christmas.  Below 
are the events locations, dates and times.  If 
you have any question, please contact Joe at 
YoungAdults@sjceuclid.com. Thank you and 
have a blessed Advent! 

        St. John of the Cross 
            Legion of Mary 
 
The Legion of Mary is sponsoring a  
demonstration/instructions on making 
a Rosary!! This is a great opportunity 

to make a rosary for someone special as a gift — for 
Christmas or for any occasion.  This event will be taking  
place on  Sunday, December 12 
after the 10:15 morning Mass. 
 
 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

In past years, I have reflected on how difficult the holidays can be for 
some families.  This year, I thought that it might be helpful to have a 

more in-depth reflection on navigating potential family problems 
during this holiday season.  In my experience as a counselor, this time 

of year can be particularly difficult for families who have 
interpersonal conflicts and struggles with other family 

members.  When these struggles are present, it can take away from the 
entire holiday spirit of generosity, hospitality, and focus on 

Christ.  They can also leave us with deep emotional wounds and 
feelings of rejection.  This can obviously have a significant impact on 

our mental health and spiritual lives.  Today, I want to discuss 
preparing for family gatherings where tensions might arise.  It is 

important to remember to stay focused on what we can control.  It is 
too easy to worry and become angry about things that are outside of 

our control, but what can we do about things we cannot 
control?  Nothing.  The only thing we can control is our reaction to 
the difficult things we encounter.  If you know your uncle is going to 
complain about the food or your sister is going to bring up politics 

that you do not want to discuss, prepare for these encounters by 
focusing on how you can react (or not react) to what happens.  Think 
of strategies for staying calm and peaceful in the midst of the chaos 

and then use them when the day comes.  Maybe this means redirecting 
the conversation by changing topics or simply not engaging in the 

conversation at all.  These are things within your control! (All parts 
of this series will be available at sacredheartcleveland.com/blog in 

coming weeks)  
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 

 
 

EXITING THE CHURCH AFTER MASS 
 

Dear Parishioners and Visitors, 

Out of respect for the liturgy and for the music that accompany the 
services, we would like to invite you to exit the church through the 
gathering area and/or through the new entrance, which provides a 
wonderful ramp and very efficient buttons to operate the opening of 
the doors.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 

 

  ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

 

        MIDNIGHT MASS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are rekindling the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass  

tradition here at St. John of the  Cross.   

 

Join us starting with the singing of Carols at 11:30 

p.m.,  followed by Mass at 12 Midnight. 

http://sacredheartcleveland.com/blog


Our Financial Stewardship  
 

Last week’s Giving………….....…..……….....$2,436.36 
Last week’s Maintenance…..………....………..$   375.00 
Faith Direct* 1st November Giving……………..$4,548.00 
Faith Direct*-1st November Maintenance……….$    681.00  
Faith Direct* 2nd November Giving…………….$3,701.50 
Faith Direct*-1st November Maintenance……….$1,213.50 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, December 6 
   8:30 AM (GB/TS) † People of the Parish 

Tuesday, December 7 
   6:30 PM  (GB/TS) †  Deceased Members of the 
                                       Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, December 8 
   8:30 AM (JL) † Carol Smigelski 

Thursday, December 9 
  9:00  AM  (JL/TS-P)  †  Andrew Somich 

Friday, December 10 

   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, December 11 
   4:00 PM (JL/TS)  †  William Paul & James Pribula 

Sunday, December 12 
   7:45 AM  (TB/TS)  †   Mary Holaus 
 10:15 AM (TK/TS) †  Mary & Feliks Polsak 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

 
Evelyn Adamczak, John Ballard, Noella Burrows, Constance 
Durrah, Marie George, Frank Hiti, John Hocevar, Andrew 
Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Ronald Maxey, Vera Baka,  
Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, 
Jerry Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, John Tarmann, 
Abbie Vernon 

 
Please notify us when a name can be taken off this 
list.   

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 


