
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
January 16, 2022                                               Second Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy 2nd Sunday in Ordinary time!  I hope you had a beautiful Christmas season. While I know a lot of people struggled with the outbreak of 
COVID and continued pandemic related stress, I do hope you were able to celebrate the birthday of our Savior Jesus Christ.  As we enter into 
this period of Ordinary Time, we do so in anticipation of Lent which starts Wednesday, March 2.  This allows us just under two months of 
Ordinary Time to really strengthen and renew our everyday relationship with Jesus Christ. For me, this is the most challenging time to do so,  
it seems to me that there is so much going on in our world that can distract us, that we can lose sight of Christ in our lives.  A few weeks ago, 
someone sent me an email about a far-right conspiracy theory they had read about regarding the pandemic.  As I was reading it, I began to 
become fearful and anxious.  I began to wonder the truth of it.  As my heart was racing, etc. I decided to walk into the church.  I was alone and 
the lights were off, except the light on the crucifix.  As I gazed on the crucifix and saw the Tabernacle, I felt an immense sense of peace flow 
through my body.  I realized that all I needed was Jesus in my life – front and center.  
 
As we navigate our way through the craziness of this world and continue to deal with a lot on our plates, I invite you to do so with much JOY – 
HOPE – PEACE and confidence that Jesus has our backs.  He is all that we need, and He is the TRUTH – the WAY and the LIFE!  I encourage 
you to invite Him to be front and center of your life.  How do we do this practically?  I would suggest three simple steps to start with: 
 
One, start everyday with the Morning Offering: 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day for all the 
intentions of your Sacred Heart in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, for the salvation of souls, 
the reparation of sins, the reunion of all Christians, and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father this month. 
Amen. 

                                                                                      Written in 1844 by Fr. François-Xavier Gautrelet 
 

Two, try your best to attend one daily Mass a week. This would be in addition to attending a Sunday (or Saturday Vigil) Mass.  Even if you 
cannot attend in person, you can watch the Mass online and make a Spiritual Communion.  Or you could sign-up for an hour of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament each week on Friday. 
 
Third, start a gratitude journal.  It can be on paper or an electronic device (iPad, cell phone, etc.), but at the end of each night record three 
blessings you received that day and spend 10 minutes thanking Jesus for those blessings.  I believe over a few weeks, you will begin to sense 
how awesome Jesus is and how despite the many challenges we experience, we are being blessed every day!  
 
I have other suggestions and will share more in the future, but I passionately believe these three simple steps can be a great start!  
 
Make it a great week and see you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS COMMUNITY MEAL  

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 -5:00 pm —  

Drive Through 

Our next community meal is Wednesday, January 19, 

2022.  Pick up begins at 5:00 pm.  The community meals 

are designed to provide a nutritious and delicious meal to 

neighbors, friends and families in need.  Stop by St. John 

of the Cross to pick up a meal or two for yourself, a neigh-

bor, a friend or a family who may be in need.  Spread the 

word! 

    +It’s not how much we give, but how  much love we  put 

into giving.”— 

                                                       St. Teresa of Calcutta



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books and Discussion Dates for This Season: 
 

February 16 
My Cousin the Saint: A Story of Love, Miracles, and 

an Italian Family Reunited 
by Justin Catanoso 

 
A compelling narrative written with grace and 
honesty, My Cousin the Saint is a testament to the 
challenge of being Catholic in twenty-first-century 
America. More than a biography, more than an 
immigrant memoir, more than a chronicle of renewed 
faith, it is a love letter to a family now reunited across 
oceans and years. 
 
Justin Catanoso, born and raised in New Jersey, knew 
little of his family beyond the Garden State. That 
changed in 2001 when he discovered that his 
grandfather's cousin, Padre Gaetano Catanoso, was a 
Vatican-certified miracle worker. A typically lapsed 
American Catholic, Justin embarked on a quest to 
connect with his extended family in southern Italy and, 
ultimately, to awaken his slumbering faith. 

 
Above commentaries taken from Amazon.com.  All titles 

are available through their website. 
 

Winter/Spring Schedule 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
Wednesday, March 16 
Wednesday, April 13 

55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

 
First Discussion  

February 16, 2022 
10:00 AM 

SRW Parish Office 

JANUARY 17, 2022 

Liturgical Tribute Fund 

All money that is donated to this fund in memory of a loved 

one or friend, or a special occasion will be used to purchase 

items utilized in our worship and help us to do all that we 

can to assure that we have what we need to worship 

reverently and well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our Liturgical 
Tribute Fund… 

 

Marie George: 

       From:   Donna Kasunic; Kathleen M. Smith 

 

 

ON FORMED NOW! 
 

Misery Meets Mercy: Saint Faustina Kowalska 

Dr. Ben Akers and Fr. Mateusz Ratajczak discuss St. Faustina 
Kowalska and her role of bringing the message of Divine 
Mercy to the Church. 

Learn more about the dramatic story of Divine Mercy —

 https://watch.formed.org/divine-mercy-with-fr-

michael-gaitley 

 

 

JANUARY 22, 2022 

https://watch.formed.org/divine-mercy-with-fr-michael-gaitley
https://watch.formed.org/divine-mercy-with-fr-michael-gaitley


Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

I’ve always found it interesting that Jesus’ first miracle took place at a 
wedding. And that his first public display of his power was to create 

more wine for this celebration. It seems like his first miracle would have 
been some sort of healing or even something like the multiplication of 
the loaves and fish for the hungry crowds. Running out of wine during 

the wedding celebration would have been embarrassing for the hosts, but 
it hardly seems like an emergency or matter of life and death. Upon 
reflection, it seems as if this first miracle of Jesus, while nice, wasn’t 

entirely necessary! But I think this shows us something about the nature 
of God’s love. His love doesn’t always make sense! From a purely human 
perspective, it doesn’t make sense to love those who reject and hurt you. 
It doesn’t make sense to shower blessings on those who are ungrateful, or 
to give forgiveness over and over and over again. But that is the nature 
of God’s love. It is extravagant and delights in giving good gifts to his 

children. It is a kind of love that cares about even our small worries and 
sufferings. Jesus certainly did not have to create the wine in today’s 

reading. But he did because he loved his mother, who asked him, and he 
loved all those who would experience joy at receiving this gift. A priest 
recently reminded me that when people came to Christ seeking healing, 
he didn’t first ask them to rate their pain on a scale of one to ten. He 

simply healed them. The lesson for us then is to go to Christ with all of 
our problems and sufferings- not just those we think are big enough for 

him to care about. This week, remember that we have a Father who 
wants to bring his love and healing to every area of our life, if only we 

seek him with confidence as his Mother did.  
 
                                                       Luke Brown, LPCC 

PLEASE NOTE:  All names of the Sick of the Parish 
will be removed after one month of being noticed, 
unless we hear otherwise.  Please call the office 
should you have any questions 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczak, Theresa Apanasewicz, John Ballard, 
Noella Burrows, Constance Durrah, Frank Hiti, John 
Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, Richard 
Kraska, Ronald Maxey, Vera Baka, Linda Palko, Bill Perko, 
Joan Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, Jerry Scarniench, Judy 
Schmidt, Rose Simek, Abbie Vernon 

Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

2021 OFFERTORY STATEMENT 

If you would like to request your 2021Offertory statement, 
please complete the below statement request and either drop it 
in the collection basket or bring it to the parish office.  Requests 
can also be made by calling the parish office at 216-289-0770 
x.100 or emailing kduke@sjceuclid.com. 
Please Note: 

• Statements will only be issued upon request and will be 
available at the end of January. 

• Capital Campaign statements will be mailed automatically. 

• Faith Direct statements are generated and mailed out from 
Faith Direct. 

================================== 
PLEASE SEND ME A 2021 OFFERTORY STATEMENT 

Name:________________________________________ 

Envelope Number________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 
              _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________ 

Dear Parishioners &  Friends, 

Happy New Year!  We closed 2021 with a remarkable 
Christmas Concert, followed by outstanding Christmas 
Masses!  That was not because we simply performed well 
(which, of course, is very true), but it happened because we 
had our hearts in the correct place and you contributed with 
your heartfelt participation:  we prayed together to the Lord!  

We are looking to gain back that momentum and keep it 
going in 2022.  We actually want to thank Jesus and pray to 
Him in an even stronger and deeper way.  To do that, we 
need your attendance to continue.  Hopefully, we can reach 
out to more people, inviting them to the good we do here at 
Saint John of the Cross, starting with our daily and weekly 
Masses, the special festivity Masses and the concerts.  
Remember: even though we call them “concerts”, they are 
different from going to the theatre, because ours are always 
made for the main and only goal — to praise God!   

We are working to plan events for 2022, so, please stay 
tuned.  We will be announcing these events soon. 

In the meantime, let’s make 2022 a joyful year, following the 
Scriptures.  Psalm 100:1-2 says, A psalm of thanksgiving.  Shout 
joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; serve the LORD with gladness; 
come before him with joyful song. 

May God bless you, your families, your friends, your 
neighbors and your coworkers; and may He be the source of 
health and spiritual power for a joyous 2022! 
 
Francesco Binda, D.M. 
Director of Music 



Our Financial Stewardship  
1/9 Sunday Giving………….....……..………$2,258.00 
1/9 Maintenance…..…………..…....…….....$    681.00 
Faith Direct* End of November Giving………...$4,898.00 
Faith Direct* End of November Maintenance…..$     681.00 
Faith Direct* End of December Giving………....$4,898.00 
Faith Direct* First of December Maintenance…..$2,188.50 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, January 17 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS-P)  †  Mike Smith 

Tuesday, January 18 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  People of the Parish 
Wednesday, January 19 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  People of the Parish 

Thursday, January 20 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS)  †  Carolyn Kramb 

Friday, January 21 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, January 22 
   4:00 PM (JB/TS)  †  People of the Parish 

Sunday, January 23 
   7:45 AM  (JB/TS)†  Tom Ashcroft 
 10:15 AM (JL/TS)  †  Marie George 
 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community 


