
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
January 23, 2022                                               Third Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope that as you are reading this you are doing well and staying healthy!  This latest wave of COVID certainly has infected a lot of people.  
Thankfully, it seems (for the most part) to be mild, but it certainly can cause many disruptions to daily life.  I just remarked to a friend that I 
struggle to remember what life was like pre-COVID.  HAHA!  While I am not a medical expert, I do suspect that this is just something we are 
going to have to learn to live with in our daily lives, much like the flu or a cold.  I just hope we can get to a point, very soon, where we can see 
less stress on our healthcare system.  We have a number of parishioners who work in healthcare, and I know they are just exhausted!  Please 
keep them in your daily prayers.  They are truly heroes!  Not just the doctors and nurses, but the aides, food service, janitorial, receptionists, 
technicians, and administrators.  
 
One of my hopes for 2022, for both the SRW and SJC parish communities, is that we have a renewed sense of keeping Christ at the center of 
all that we do --in every word we utter, in every choice we make, and in every action we take.  Too many times, we start with other things.  
An example of this is the sin of abortion.  In this month, we recognize the horror that 49 years ago, as a country, we made it legal to kill a 
human being in the womb.  We have somehow made this a political issue and/or a women’s health issue.  It is neither.  This is a Christ issue.  
Christ is the author and creator of all human life.  We never have a right to take a life, no matter what the circumstances are, as there is always 
an alternative.  If we keep Christ at the center, we know He can get us through anything!  I realize life is extraordinarily complex and I can 
appreciate that; but Christ invites us to place total trust in Him.  Think of St. Peter being called to walk on the water…he failed when he did 
not keep focus on Christ.  So how can we better focus on Christ and keep Him at the center of our lives?  I would suggest the following: 
 

1. PAUSE anytime you have to respond to someone, to some situation or when you have to make a decision.  Maybe it is just for a few 
seconds, maybe it is a much longer length of time, but pause.  

2. Invite Christ into that Pause.  You can use any words or prayers you want, but invite Him into your mind, heart, and soul.  

3. Be Direct and ask Christ to help you in a way that He sees fit and within His Holy Will for you.  

4. In some cases, you may need to go to the Scriptures, Catechism or one of our great Saints for some reflections/input.  Or maybe you 
will need to seek counsel.  Whatever the case, the Lord can and will guide you to the right sources.  

5. As you work through this process, the Lord will bring you to peace.  It may not be easy, but there will be a sense of peace.  
 

My hope and prayer are that this process can help you in all that you do and allow you a renewed sense of keeping Christ at the center of your 
life.  
 
Make it a great week! See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books and Discussion Dates for This Season: 
 

February 16 
My Cousin the Saint: A Story of Love, Miracles, and 

an Italian Family Reunited 
by Justin Catanoso 

 
A compelling narrative written with grace and 
honesty, My Cousin the Saint is a testament to the 
challenge of being Catholic in twenty-first-century 
America. More than a biography, more than an 
immigrant memoir, more than a chronicle of renewed 
faith, it is a love letter to a family now reunited across 
oceans and years. 
 
Justin Catanoso, born and raised in New Jersey, knew 
little of his family beyond the Garden State. That 
changed in 2001 when he discovered that his 
grandfather's cousin, Padre Gaetano Catanoso, was a 
Vatican-certified miracle worker. A typically lapsed 
American Catholic, Justin embarked on a quest to 
connect with his extended family in southern Italy and, 
ultimately, to awaken his slumbering faith. 

 
Above commentaries taken from Amazon.com.  All titles 

are available through their website. 
 

Winter/Spring Schedule 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
Wednesday, March 16 
Wednesday, April 13 

55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

 
First Discussion  

February 16, 2022 
10:00 AM 

SRW Parish Office 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  All names of the Sick of the 
Parish will be removed after one month of being 
noticed, unless we hear otherwise.  Please call 
the office should you have any questions 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczak, Theresa Apanasewicz, John Ballard, Noella 
Burrows, Constance Durrah, Albert Grossman, Frank Hiti, 
John Hocevar, Andrew Jarm, Anna Jalovec, Nick Kaluza, 
Ronald Maxey, Vera Baka, Linda Palko, Bill Perko, Joan 
Raddell, Pat Rossoll, Mary Rot, Jerry Scarniench, Madeline 
Scarniench, Judy Schmidt, Rose Simek, Abbie Vernon 

Please notify us when a name can be taken off 
this list.   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY 

MOMENTS 
 
Plant Your Works in the Word 
 
One of the things about Scripture is that even the 
smallest word and shortest phrase can be critical to 
the overall message. When you take a quiet 
moment to rest with the Word, you find how quickly 
the most mundane sentence can reach out and 
grab you, pulling you into a deeper contemplation 
of some truth you hadn’t even considered until 
then. 
 
But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book 
of Nehemiah, standing before the Water Gate 
“listening attentively.” Whether it’s at Mass during 
the Liturgy of the Word or at home poring over the 
Bible, time after time we find ourselves less mindful 
than we could be. Our ears accept the sounds of 
the words and our eyes glance over the shape of 
the letters.  
 
But are we mindful — truly?  
 
The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. 
There are always tasks to be completed, problems 
weighing on our minds that we can’t quite give over 
to God. We lose ourselves in these things instead 
of in Scripture. We “clock in” with Bible reading 
instead of “diving in.”   
 
We can never forget that the words of the Lord are 
spirit and life. They are the soil that quickens the 
seed of all stewardship. There is no mindfulness, 
no prayer, no graciousness, no gratitude or 
accountability or sense of commitment unless there 
is the Word.  

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Families of 

 

Marie George 
Jon Nych 

Richard Kraska  

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s love and 
find strength in the support of friends, family and our 

parish community. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mass intentions are available to be scheduled 
with no limit.  If you would like to schedule mass 
intentions, please feel free to stop by the office or 
contact Karen at 216-289-0700 x. 100.   Mass 
intentions can be for the deceased or the living.  
The suggested donation is $10. 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

Depending on when and where you are attending mass today, you will 
hear a longer or shorter version of St. Paul’s reflection on how we are 
many parts of the same body. There are many different lessons that we 

can take from this famous passage, but one that stood out to me as I was 
reading through it; the danger with comparison. St. Paul writes that the 

body needs all of its different parts, with their different uses and 
functions, to be a whole and healthy body. If an ear thinks that because 

it is not an eye then it does not belong to the body, where would the 
sense of hearing be? One part should not be sad that it isn’t something 

else. This is a trap that all of us can fall into. We look at the life, gifts, 
and opportunities that other people have, and we wish that we had those 
same opportunities too. There is nothing wrong with admiring the way 
other people use their own giftedness, but it becomes a problem when it 
causes us to miss out on our own blessings. When we become focused on 

what we lack, we miss out on all we do have. “Comparison is the thief of 
joy.” Comparison often has another bad side effect. If we neglect our 
own gifts and opportunities in favor of wishing for others, we deprive 

our whole community of them. If the eye refuses to see and instead chases 
after hearing, the body will be left blind. It is important to take time 
reflecting on just what gifts, opportunities, and experiences God has 

given us. First so that we can be grateful for them and second, so that 
we can use them for the betterment of the body, the Church. If you find 

yourself feeling dissatisfied with your own role in the body, consider 
asking God to show you your gifts and ask him how he wants you to use 
them. Pray for the heart to be truly grateful for both the gifts of others 

as well as your own!  
 
                                                       Luke Brown, LPCC 

2021 OFFERTORY STATEMENT 

If you would like to request your 2021Offertory statement, 
please complete the below statement request and either drop it 
in the collection basket or bring it to the parish office.  Requests 
can also be made by calling the parish office at 216-289-0770 
x.100 or emailing kduke@sjceuclid.com. 
Please Note: 

• Statements will only be issued upon request and will be 
available at the end of January. 

• Capital Campaign statements will be mailed automatically. 

• Faith Direct statements are generated and mailed out from 
Faith Direct. 

================================== 
PLEASE SEND ME A 2021 OFFERTORY STATEMENT 

Name:________________________________________ 

Envelope Number________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 
              _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________ 

SRW/SJC Bereavement Support 
 

 An informative and prayerful program  

to help people move  

through the grieving process  

and forward in faith.    

New six-week series begins 

Saturday, February 12, 2022 

1:30PM – 3:00PM 

Sacred Heart Room  

Ss. Robert and William Parish Office 

Bldg. 

There is no fee but registration request-

ed. 

Contact Renée Barber   

216-731-1515 Ext. 262 
or 

rbarber@srweuclid.cc 
or 

mail in below information: 
Please print clearly 

---——————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

Mourning to Morning  

 

Name___________________________ 
 

Address__________________________ 

             __________________________ 
 

Phone____________________________ 
 

Email____________________________ 

mailto:rbarber@srweuclid.cc


Our Financial Stewardship  
1/16 Sunday Giving………….....……..………$3,692.97 
1/16Maintenance…..……….…..…....…….....$1,205.00  
Faith Direct* $ 
Faith Direct* $   
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, January 24 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Milo Valencic-Special Intention 

Tuesday, January 25 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  People of the Parish 
Wednesday, January 26 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  Mike Smith 

Thursday, January 27 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS)  †  James Thompson 

Friday, January 28 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, January 29 
   4:00 PM (JL)  †  Anthony Burrello 

Sunday, January 30 
   7:45 AM  (JB)†  Nancy Suhy 
 10:15 AM (JB)  †  Ferdinand Krecic 
 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address_________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community 


