
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
February 13, 2022                                                  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Ss. Cyril & Methodius Day this Monday!  I know, it is Valentine’s Day but the actual feast day on the calendar 
is Ss. Cyril & Methodius – good Slovak Saints.  I do hope that you have a great Valentine’s Day.  It is a great day to 
reflect on Love.  
 

Today, love is overused and misunderstood at the same time.  We throw this word around, I think, without really 
knowing what it means.  We may not consciously distinguish one use of love from another, in part because our 
speech is becoming more and more informal, but it’s important to be intentional about the differences.  As we know, 
Scripture tells us that love is the highest attribute.  So let’s look at the four types of love found in the Bible, and that 
which C.S. Lewis helps to draw out in The Four Loves, published in 1960.   
 
Affection  
Affection covers an array of loves. Like animals, the care of mother to babe is a picture of affection.  It relies on the expected and the familiar. 
Lewis describes it as humble.  “Affection almost slinks or seeps through our lives,” he says.  “It lives with humble, un-dress, private things; soft 
slippers, old clothes, old jokes, the thump of a sleepy dog’s tail on the kitchen floor, the sound of a sewing-machine…” Affection can sit 
alongside other loves and often does.  For example, when a man and woman fall in love it is often because of certain affections – a particular 
location, experience, personality, interest – that begin to wrap around the couple so to make love an expected and familiar part of their shared 
lives.  It’s the familiarity of, “the people with whom you are thrown together in the family, the college, the mess, the ship, the religious house,” 
says Lewis.  The affection for the people always around us, in the normal day-to-day of life, is the majority of the love we experience, even if we 
don’t label it. 
 
Friendship  
Friendship is the love dismissed.  “To the Ancients, Friendship seemed the happiest and most fully human of all loves,” says Lewis, “the crown of 
life and the school of virtue.  The modern world, in comparison, ignores it.”  Why?  Perhaps we know it’s the most time consuming, the least 
celebrated, the one we could live without.  Perhaps too, as Lewis says, “few value it because few experience it.”  Friendship doesn’t always 
provide the same level of productivity, if we want to state it in a consumer mindset. However,  Lewis thinks friendship likely has the closest 
resemblance to Heaven where we will be intertwined in our relationships.  
 

Romantic 

Different than friendship, lovers “are always talking to one another about their love” and “are normally face to face, absorbed in each other,” says 
Lewis.  The danger in romantic love is to follow blindly after a feeling of passion.  Then, we celebrate the passion and think its absence means 
such love has died. Spontaneously and without effort we have fulfilled the law (towards one person) by loving our neighbor as ourselves. It is an 
image, a foretaste, of what we must become to all if Love Himself rules in us without a rival.”  There’s a reason Scripture teaches this bond of 
man and woman, from Genesis onward, is the picture of God’s love for the world, Christ for his bride, the church.  When we discover afresh 
that romance is more deeply set than the drivel served up by our culture, than we will more rightly hold our spouse in the model of 
unconditional love. 
 
Charity  
This is our chief aim, the unconditional love of the Father has given to us through his Son.  Affection, friendship and romantic love are each the 
training ground for charity to grow.  It’s also a rival to the three.  Lewis mentions St. Augustine’s deep loss of a friend who says that such 
desolation is what occurs when we give our heart to anything but God.  “All human beings pass away,” says Lewis.  “Don’t put your goods in a 
leaky vessel.  Don’t spend too much on a house you may be turned out of.”  Yet, we are made to love and we are in want of it.  If we play it safe, 
we are not living out the Gospel, but burying the coin in the safe ground, as the parable says. Lewis reminds us:  There is no safe investment.  
To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be broken.  The alternative to tragedy, or 
at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation.  The only place outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the dangers and 
perturbations of love is Hell. 
 
Let’s ask God to awaken such an abandoned and reckless love to come alive in us.  We are fully alive when we embrace Love in the Christian 
sense.  
 
Make it a great week. See you in Church. 
Peace, 
Fr. John 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books and Discussion Dates for This Season: 
 

February 16 
My Cousin the Saint: A Story of Love, Miracles, and 

an Italian Family Reunited 
by Justin Catanoso 

 
A compelling narrative written with grace and 
honesty, My Cousin the Saint is a testament to the 
challenge of being Catholic in twenty-first-century 
America. More than a biography, more than an 
immigrant memoir, more than a chronicle of renewed 
faith, it is a love letter to a family now reunited across 
oceans and years. 
 
Justin Catanoso, born and raised in New Jersey, knew 
little of his family beyond the Garden State. That 
changed in 2001 when he discovered that his 
grandfather's cousin, Padre Gaetano Catanoso, was a 
Vatican-certified miracle worker. A typically lapsed 
American Catholic, Justin embarked on a quest to 
connect with his extended family in southern Italy and, 
ultimately, to awaken his slumbering faith. 

 
Above commentaries taken from Amazon.com.  All titles 

are available through their website. 
 

Winter/Spring Schedule 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
Wednesday, March 16 
Wednesday, April 13 

55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

 
First Discussion  

February 16, 2022 
10:00 AM 

SRW Parish Office 

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE 

SRW/SJC Bereavement Support 
 

 An informative and prayerful program  

to help people move  

through the grieving process  

and forward in faith.    

New six-week series begins 

Saturday, February 19, 2022 

1:30PM – 3:00PM 

Sacred Heart Room  

Ss. Robert and William Parish Office Bldg. 

There is no fee but registration requested. 

Contact Renée Barber   

216-731-1515 Ext. 262 

or 

rbarber@srweuclid.cc 

 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

COMMUNITY MEAL  

Wednesday, February 16, 

2022 -5:00 pm —  

Drive Through 

Our next community meal is Wednesday, February 16, 

2022.  Pick up begins at 5:00 pm.  The community meals 

are designed to provide a nutritious and delicious meal to 

neighbors, friends and families in need.  Stop by St. John of 

the Cross to pick up a meal or two for yourself, a neighbor, 

a friend or a family who may be in need.  Spread the word! 

 It’s not how much we give, but how much love we  put into 

giving.”— 

                                   St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Theresa)

 

mailto:rbarber@srweuclid.cc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/5oyzxg/hqzyeze/hmwh4y


Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 
 

February 13, 2022 
 

This week, in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, I wanted 
to discuss couples counseling and the need for strong 
relationships.  Valentine’s Day can be very difficult 

for some couples due to unmet expectations, the 
realization that there are problems, and disappointment.  If you are 

experiencing problems in your relationship, breathe easy- you are not the only 
one.  Every relationship has rocky periods and no one has a perfect 

relationship.  Couples counseling is intimidating and can be very awkward at 
first since discussing and describing the intimate details and problems in a 
relationship is daunting.  However, in my experience, couples often find 

themselves much more relaxed and open by the end of the first 
meeting.  Couples counseling simply tries to give couples better communication 
skills to know each other’s hearts more fully.  You might feel hopeless in your 

relationship, but that is solely the Evil One talking.  Couples resolve past 
trauma, learn new skills, and often say at the end of counseling that their 

relationship is the strongest it has ever been.  It is also important to remember 
that the earlier you go to counseling when problems arise, the better.  When 
years of pain and suffering have occurred, it often takes a lot of work to right 
the ship.  You did not get into this situation overnight, so you are likely not 

going to get out of it overnight.  If you feel like couples counseling might be for 
you, please contact me or another therapist to discuss the matter and get the 

help your relationship needs and deserves. 

 
 
                                                       Luke Brown, LPCC 

PLEASE NOTE:  All names of the Sick of the Parish 
will be removed after one month of being noticed, 
unless we hear otherwise.  Please call the office 
should you have any questions 
 
FEBRUARY: 

Albert Grossman 
Madeline Scarniench 

 
Please pray for the homebound, nursing home residents, the sick of 
the Parish and all caregivers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From March 2 – April 10 you are invited to join 
with other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days 
of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  You 
are also invited to stand and peacefully pray 
anytime between 7 am to 7 pm during the 40-day 
vigil in the public right-of-way outside: 

Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, Cleveland, 44120 

Planned Parenthood - 25350 Rockside Rd, 
Bedford Hts, 44146 

Family Planning – 462 Chardon St, Painesville, 
44077. 
 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel-Wickliffe on Sunday, February 27 at 2 pm. 
Keynote Speaker is Fr. Stephen Imbarrato.  Contact 
John Noall clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 
216-245-9744 for more information. 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 
 

Are You In Need Of Food Or Know Of Someone Who Is? 
 
Food assistance is available!   
 
An new additional resource is the Greater Cleveland Food Bank’s  Euclid Neighborhood Pantry located 
at 25897 Euclid Ave directly next to Simon’s Supermarket.  (Corner of Richmond and Euclid Ave.)  The 
hours of their operation vary month to month.   
 
Call 216-738-2067 for information. 

mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland


Our Financial Stewardship  
2/6 Sunday Giving………….....……..………$3,245.65 
2/6  Maintenance…..…………..…....……....$1,530.00 
Faith Direct* End of Giving………...$ 
Faith Direct* End of Maintenance…..$  
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, February 14 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Leo Burrello 

Tuesday, February 15 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  Marlene Myeress  

Wednesday, February 16 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Thursday, February 17 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Friday, February 18 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, February 19 
   4:00 PM (JL/TS-P)  †  Frank Parsons 

Sunday, February 20 
   7:45 AM  (JB/TS-P)†  John Freas 
 10:15 AM (JB/TS-P)  †  Larry O’Donnell 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 

you. 
 

Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community. 


