
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
February 20, 2022                                           Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope you are having a great weekend.  This weekend we celebrate President’s Day.  I feel incredibly old saying this, 
but I remember a time when we all seemed to band together as Americans, and you could proudly proclaim your 
love of the United States.  I still do, but I know some don’t.  We had differences, but we respected one another, and 
all shared a lot of common beliefs.  It so saddens me to see people “ashamed” of the U.S. and/or some of what it 
stands for.  Seeing people not willing to say the Pledge of Allegiance or stand for the National Anthem, etc. is 
shocking to me.  As a Catholic Christian, I believe we can and should consider the following in trying to navigate 
how we approach this reality: 
 
First, the lens we need to start with is the lens of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the WAY, TRUTH and the LIFE.  How can we make sure any 
stance we take or any belief we promote is rooted in the Truth of Jesus Christ?  
 
Second, throughout all of human history we have had great Saints and great Sinners and a whole bunch in between.  However, we believe in 
Mercy, Compassion, Forgiveness and Understanding.  Human beings make mistakes.  However, the mistakes do not take away the good they 
have done.  We can and should acknowledge the mistakes/sins, but if they have been redeemed, then we focus on that.  Just think about the 
Apostles.  St. Peter who was told by Jesus at one point, “get behind me Satan…”   I think being called Satan is pretty bad.  St. Paul was literally 
persecuting Christians prior to his conversion.  The whole of one’s life is how God judges us, so we should apply the same principles.  For me, 
I also use the many mistakes/sins I have committed and great learning experiences and freely share them so that I can witness to God’s 
incredible power of conversion and learning.  A final thought here is that you can only be responsible for what you know.  We cannot judge 
people of the past based on knowledge we have today.  We can look at their words and actions and judge those, but their personhood cannot be 
judged.  Only God can do that.  How can we focus more on judging actions/choices and avoid judging people?  How can we 
love those who we perceive or know to think differently than us?  How can we assure their human dignity? 
 
We are so blessed to live in the United States.  I have no idea why God has allowed me to live in this great country and this great time, but I 
(and my fellow citizens) are blessed beyond measure.  We have our issues, boy do we have our issues, but we are blessed.  For me what makes 
us so blessed is, first, freedom of religion.  We are able to profess our faith and put it into practice in our daily lives.  There are some threats to 
this, and we need to work together to protect these.  We have a system in which we can elect our leaders and have them represent us.  We 
have a way of having our voices heard.  How can we work to assure continued religious freedom and safe and fair elections?  
 
I believe that we must learn to respect one another and dialogue with one another.  This is an art many people have lost.  Jesus did not yell and 
scream; Jesus did not rip people apart.  Instead, he met them where they were, assured them of his love, spoke the truth in love and allowed 
them to respond.  He continued to walk with them and love them along the way.  How can we meet people where they are? How can 
we LOVE everyone?  We may not like, but the Gospel mandate is to love!  How can we better dialogue with people?  
 
I believe being a Catholic, a Christian, a U.S. citizen can and should work very well together!  We have a lot of work to do to better unite with 
one another, but on this president’s day weekend.  Let us commit to one another to reflect on the above and to be proud to be an American 
Catholic.  Commit to ending this divisiveness and work to bring unity once again.  
 
Make it a great week! See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday mornings, a group of parishioners have 
been meeting together for Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. in 
Classroom 8 of the Community Center. Using the 
Lectio Divina method of reading the gospel for the 
upcoming Sunday Liturgy, we strive to open our hearts 
and minds to Scripture as the means to hear God and 
then respond in conversation. Our discussions have 
enlivened the gospels and provided ways to share how 
the Word of God speaks to us in our everyday lives. 
 
Please join us to prepare for each Sunday's Gospel.
We social distance and wear masks during the entire 
session which usually is about 1 and 1/2 hours. If you 
have any questions, please call Kathy Brown at  
440-668-9568. 

 

In Pew Weekend |  February 19-20 
 
The 2022 Catholic Charities Appeal is underway with an in-pew commitment process taking place this weekend. 
This is not a special collection; rather, the Catholic Charities Appeal represents the chance for all Catholics to make 
a significant pledge, payable in installments, to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland in order to support its 
mission of a society that stands united in its support of the “least among us.”    
 
Many parishioners have received a letter from Bishop Malesic requesting their support. If you have not received 
this letter, please respond to the in-pew commitment process today!  If you have received the mailing, please 
respond to it.  There is a box on the in-pew envelope to indicate that you have responded by mail.    
 

Be the Light.  Your support of the 2022 Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to carry out the mission that Jesus 

entrusted to us: I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.  Please 
consider a generous gift that will change the lives of the 400,000 who are served each year in Northeast Ohio. 
Please pray for the success of the Appeal, which provides for essential programs and services in need throughout 
all eight counties of the Diocese of Cleveland.  

55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

 
Next Discussion  
March 16, 2022 

10:00 AM 

Winter/Spring Schedule 
 
Wednesday, March 16 
Wednesday, April 13 
Wednesday, May 18 

March 16 
The Fourth Cup: Unveiling the Mystery of the 

Last Supper and the Cross  
by Scott Hahn 

From the bestselling author of The Lamb's 
Supper comes an illuminating work on the Catholic 
Eucharist and its link to the Jewish Passover meal.  
Bishop Robert Barron said, “Some autobiography, a 
great deal of theology, the solution to an old Scriptural 
puzzle— and tons of puns besides. This book is a 
feast.”  



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

Today’s Gospel stands out as one of God’s most 
challenging teachings.  While loving those who 
love us can be challenging at times, it is easy 

compared to loving someone that hates us.  It is 
another level entirely to love those who hate us, 

but it is what God calls us to.  It is easy to 
respond to those who hate us with anger, 

resentment, and revenge.  The interesting thing is that the more we try 
to love those that hate us, we will find our instances of anger, 

resentment, and revenge decreasing.  For example, it is hard to get 
angry with a bad neighbor if you think of them as a lovable person 

instead of whatever expletive is now coming to mind.  Loving those who 
hate us is not only good for them, but it is equally good for us.  It is also 

extremely difficult to do this when we are to expect nothing in 
return.  When we love others due to a great effort on our part, it can be 

infuriating to not have this love reciprocated, appreciated, or, at the 
very least, acknowledged.  Again, this is exactly what Christ is calling 

us to do.  It is easy to love others when we believe that we will be 
rewarded in some way, noticed for our efforts, or thanked for what we 
have done.  When none of these things are present, it is easy to become 
bitter.  However, when we give a gift, do we expect a gift in return?  If 
we do, then it was not really a gift, it was a transaction.  Loving others 
is a gift offered to them without anything expected in return.  Christ’s 

love for us is a gift that we never could have earned or paid for, and this 
is the same gift we are called to offer our fellow man.  This week, 

consider reflecting on love as a gift and how you can give this gift to 
those who it might be difficult to offer it to. 

 
                                                       Luke Brown, LPCC 

PLEASE NOTE:  All names of the Sick of the Parish 
will be removed after one month of being noticed, 
unless we hear otherwise.  Please call the office 
should you have any questions 
 
FEBRUARY: 

Albert Grossman 
Madeline Scarniench 

 
Please pray for the homebound, nursing home residents, the sick of 
the Parish and all caregivers. 

 
 
 
 
 
From March 2 – April 10 you are invited to join 
with other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days 
of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  You 
are also invited to stand and peacefully pray 
anytime between 7 am to 7 pm during the 40-day 
vigil in the public right-of-way outside: 

Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, Cleveland, 44120 

Planned Parenthood - 25350 Rockside Rd, 
Bedford Hts, 44146 

Family Planning – 462 Chardon St, Painesville, 
44077. 
 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel-Wickliffe on Sunday, February 27 at 2 pm. 
Keynote Speaker is Fr. Stephen Imbarrato.  Contact 
John Noall clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 
216-245-9744 for more information. 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 

Are You In Need Of Food Or Know Of 
Someone Who Is? 

 
Food assistance is available!   
 
An new additional resource is the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank’s  Euclid Neighborhood 
Pantry located at 25897 Euclid Ave directly next 
to Simon’s Supermarket.  (Corner of Richmond 
and Euclid Ave.)  The hours of their operation 
vary month to month.   
 
Call 216-738-2067 for information. 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Family of 

Paul Preto 

Frank Hiti 

Fr. Edward Sittinger 

 

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s love and find 
strength in the support of friends, family and our parish 

community. 

mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland


Our Financial Stewardship  
 

2/6 Sunday Giving………….....……..……..…$2,782.93 
2/6  Maintenance…..…………..…......……....$1,307.00 
Faith Direct* Last half January of Giving…..……..$4,598.00 
Faith Direct* Last Half January of Maintenance......$    656.00 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, February 21 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Joan & Gene Donnelly 

Tuesday, February 22 
   6:30 PM  (JL)  †  Marie George 

Wednesday, February 23 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  Adolph Rot 

Thursday, February 24 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS-P)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Friday, February 25 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, February 26 
   4:00 PM (JL/TS)  †  Shane Bartek 

Sunday, February 27 
   7:45 AM  (GB/TS)†  For the People of the Parish 
 10:15 AM (JL/TS)  †  Newt & Ginny Baker 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 

you. 
 

Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community. 


