
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
March 13, 2022                                                                    Second Sunday in Lent 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope your Lent is going well.  As we enter into this second week of Lent, I encourage you to continue your 
Lenten practices of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  My hopes and prayers are that each of these practices will 
lead to a renewed sense of keeping Christ at the center of your life.  
 
I know Deacon Tom and Fr. Thom have done a phenomenal job of helping lead our parish through the local level 
of the Synod on Synodality.  A number of people have asked me what is a Synod and why would the church have 
it?  Simply put, a synod is a meeting or assembly of church leaders.  The idea of a synod has New Testament 
roots in Acts 15.  Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches have used synods for centuries to gather bishops 
and laypeople to reach consensus on important issues, similar to the way that the Roman Catholic Church has 
used ecumenical councils like the Council of Nicea (where our Creed comes from)and Council of Trent that cemented the seven 
Sacraments and Vatican II.   
 
A Vatican cardinal (Cardinal Mario Grech) has said that the Synod on Synodality is a process of discernment, not a sociological survey.  “This 
synodal process is not a sociological analysis of the Church, but it is a discernment process…. discernment, that means that we are trying to 
listen to the Holy Spirit.”  The question that the Synod on Synodality is trying to answer is “what is the type of Church that the Holy Spirit is 
enlightening us to have for today?”  Cardinal Grech went on to say… “Because after all, this is not an exchange of opinions — I say mine and 
you say yours — but together as a community, we try to do this personal discernment and this ecclesial discernment, which is listening to the 
Holy Spirit together.”  In other words, each individual and us as the body of Christ are asking the Holy Spirit to help us know where Christ is 
calling us.  
 
The “church” will not change.  The Trinity, the Paschal Mystery, Heaven, Purgatory, Hell, the 10 Commandments, the 7 Sacraments, etc. 
will all remain the same.  But throughout the history of the church, we have had to explore and adjust to how we are in church in light of the 
world around us.  The question is how do exist in the world, but not of the world.  In the early church, we had to exist in a world in which 
the church was persecuted and in fact it was illegal to be part of the church.  Then the church began to expand and become involved in the 
politics of the day.  Then many areas of our world separated church and state.  Point being, each period of history calls for the church to find 
ways to BE church and proclaim the truths of the Gospel.  
 
This Synod is about listening to what is on the mind, heart, and soul of each person and as a collective group asking the Holy Spirit to guide us 
in the being the church and proclaiming the gospel so each of us can accept Jesus Christ and the gift of salvation!  
 
Make it a great week. See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

 
AN EVENING OF CONFESSION 

 
The Catholic Diocese of Cleveland invites all Catholics 
to the Evening of Confession this Lenten season.  
 
St. John of the Cross we will be participating in this 
Evening of Confession, which is on March 16, 2022, 
from 5 pm to 8 pm. 
 
All our welcome. 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/documentation/cardinali_biografie/cardinali_bio_grech_m.html


Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  

and Their Caregivers 

   Evelyn Adamczyk 

The Fourth Cup: 
Unveiling the 

Mystery 
of the Last Supper 

and the Cross 

By:  Scott Hahn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the bestselling author of The Lamb’s Supper 
comes an illuminating work on the Catholic 
Eucharist and its link to the Jewish Passover meal.  
Bishop Robert Barron said, “Some autobiography, 
a great deal of theology, the solution to an old 
Scriptural puzzle – and tons of puns besides.  This 
book is a feast.” 
 

The Lamb’s Supper is available on Amazon and 
Kindle. 

55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

 
Next Discussion  
March 16, 2022 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

March 13, 2022 
 

In the Gospel this weekend, we hear about the Transfiguration.  I have always 
found Peter’s words to be fruitful to reflect on because of his desire to remain in 
the presence of the Transfigured Christ, Moses, and Elijah.  It reminds me of 

the very human desire to pause time when things are going well in our 
lives.  We all probably have moments when things are peaceful, we are happy, 

and we feel like we are being flooded with God’s grace.  When I have those 
moments, I wish that I could remain in them forever!  However, the Fall has 
guaranteed that we will not on this side of Heaven.  To try and preserve these 
moments will ultimately fail and we will be disappointed.  There will be good 
times and bad times, and that is perfectly OK.  It is important to remember 
that if the moment has passed, it does not mean that God does not love you 

anymore or that you are necessarily doing something wrong.  I think it can be 
tempting to think that because we do not feel good that something must be 

wrong or amiss in our relationship with Christ.  Sometimes we feel bad because 
we have sinned in some way, but this is not always the case.  Sometimes it is 
simply the result of our fallen world.  This week consider praying with St. 

Peter and what it was like for him to be in that moment with Christ and then 
return to daily life. 

                                                                                Luke Brown, LPCC 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

COMMUNITY MEAL  

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 

-5:00 pm —  Drive Through 

 
Our next community meal is 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022.  

Pick up begins at 5:00 pm.  The community meals are 

designed to provide a nutritious and delicious meal to 

neighbors, friends and families in need.  Stop by St. John 

of the Cross to pick up a meal or two for yourself, a neigh-

bor, a friend or a family who may be in need.  Spread the 

word! 

    +It’s not how much we give, but how  much love we  

put into giving.”— 

                                                       St. Teresa of Calcutta

 
PALMS 

There will be a box available in the 
Gathering Space for those who wish 

to discard their old palms. 
 



Join us for a Men’s Retreat… 
 
From time to time, many men think about making a retreat.  Maybe this April is your time to do it!  The 
Men of Praise Prayer Group is honored to invite you, to spend some time together, to share our faith, and 
grow in Christ.  The group has been conducting retreats for over 30 years and have experienced the Lord’s 
blessing every time. 
 

The year’s theme… We Claim Hope!  See 1 Peter 1. 
When:   April 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.  Friday evening until Sunday Noon. 
Where:    Hiram House – Retreat Center in Chagrin Falls 
 

There will be talks and discussion on the theme.  A time for praise and worship, prayer, and fellowship with 
like-minded men.  The surroundings offer a beautiful setting to get away, reflect, rest, and energize.  Meals 
will be abundant.  At night, you should find accommodations more than adequate and quite pleasant.  
All men, 18 and over, are invited.  The cost of $140 for the entire weekend is an excellent value.   
Contact Frank Mokris at 216.233.3563 for more information. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there.  It won’t be the same without you! 

Liturgical Tribute Fund 

All money that is donated to this fund in memory of a loved 

one or friend, or a special occasion will be used to purchase 

items utilized in our worship and help us to do all that we can 

to assure that we have what we need to worship reverently 

and well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our Liturgical 
Tribute Fund… 

Paul Preto.…………….….…….The Bocce League 

John Nych……….……...………The Bocce League 

Frank Jankowski……….…...…..The Bocce League 

Frank Hiti...……………....Peter & Susan McGennis  

CHILDREN’S MASS 
Dear parishioners and friends, we are launching the 
“Children Mass”! As of right now, we are planning for the 
10:15 a.m. Masses on the fourth weekend of each month.  
Seventh and eighth graders from SS. Robert and William 
school are currently the core of the group. We hope soon 
to have children from St. John of the Cross join as well!  
Come and show them support, as they represent the 
future of the Church! 
 
 
YOUNG ADULTS 
The Young Adults’ group is active and would like to grow!  
So, if you have done so yet, please contact Joe at 
YoungAdults@sjceuclid.com. This way you can ask him 
any questions and, if you choose, (I hope you do!), he will 
put you on the email group list to keep you updated with 
all we do here at St. John on the Cross and more.  Join 
the group! 

mailto:YoungAdults@sjceuclid.com


Our Financial Stewardship  
TOTALS WILL BE POSTED NEXT WEEK 

3/06/22-Sunday Giving…………….…………..$3,901.43  
03/06/22-Maintenance……………………...….$2008.00  
Faith Direct* of Giving…..……………………..$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance...............................$     
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, March 14 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Rita Reigert 

    9:00 AM — Stations of the Cross 

Tuesday, March 15 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  Mary Nych 

Wednesday, March 16 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Thursday, March 17 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS-P)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Friday, March 18 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, March 19 
   4:00 PM (JL/TS)  †  Strancar Family 

Sunday, March 20 
   7:45 AM  (TK/TS)†  Santino Tritto 
 10:15 AM (JB/TS)  †  Ferdinand Krejcic 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please com-

plete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to 
the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 

you. 
 

Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community. 


