
Saint John of the Cross                                                      
140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
April 3, 2022                                                                          Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy April!  Spring is in the air and new life abounds.  We know that Easter is just two weeks away.  I hope that 
you have been having a great Lent.  If you have fallen away in any of your practices of Prayer, Fasting or Almsgiving, 
NOW is the time to get back on track.  It is not about the amount or quantity, but instead the quality.  For all of 
us, it is an opportunity to recenter and refocus so we can complete this Lent strong and ready to celebrate the 
Resurrection. 
 
There are currently over 25 parishioners (both SRW & SJC) being led through a 12-week journey called Reach 
More.  Simply put, it is forming them how to be great evangelizers of the Gospel and bring people to the Lord, 
Jesus, in their sphere of influence.  We all have lots of opinions and ideas about how to do this.  But the reality is 
that the best form of evangelization is one-on-one invites and starting with an invitation to hear more about Jesus.  Renee Barber and I have had 
some lively discussions on the notion that the best way to evangelize is get people to come to Mass.  These discussions have led us to believe 
that a few things are necessary.  
 

First, we must bring people to Jesus.  What better way to do that than the Mass where He is truly present in the Word, Eucharist, 
Presider and People.  Jesus’ Grace and Power can profoundly change hearts, minds, and souls.  

However, we cannot stop there, and to be honest with you, I wonder if that is even the best starting point.  I would suggest that you 
start by invitation and sharing how the Lord works in your life.  Share with the person your love and passion about your relationship 
with Jesus.  Witness to how the Lord is working in your everyday life.  Share your stories of Ah, Hah moments and moments of 
doubt.  Share the beauty and wonder of Jesus.  This could be done over coffee, on a walk, just sitting down together and so forth. 
Then invite them to the experience of Mass, Adoration, or some other prayer time.  

Then, most importantly after they attend Mass or Adoration, etc., meet with them and talk about it.  Let them talk.  Affirm what 
you hear.  Do not be judgmental if they do not get things at first or draw different conclusions.  Allow them to ask questions.  In 
other words, your most important role is to listen and to walk with them side by side on the journey.  Do not spend too much time 
in the early moments “correcting” or “judging” where they are.  At the end of the day, make sure no matter what their state in life is, 
or what their life choices are at the moment, let them know that they are genuinely loved by God, created in His likeness and image 
and are a fellow brother or sister in Christ.  Invite them on the journey and let them know you will be their companion.  You can 
slowly, but surely, encourage and challenge them to conform their lives to be more in line with the Gospel, but gently and 
invitationally.  Perhaps even share some of your own failings and struggles and how the Lord gently brought you back.  
 

Holy Week is an incredible time and I passionately believe can be a great way to bring others back to the church.  I encourage all of us to think 
of a few people within our lives that we can work with to help bring them to the Lord. 
 
Make it a great week! See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

PALMS 
 

There will be a box available in 
the Gathering Space for those 
who wish to discard their old 

palms. 
 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

Depending on what Mass you went to this weekend, you may hear the 
Gospel reading about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  This 

Gospel reading has always helped me to reflect more on the humanity 
of Jesus.  Jesus weeps for his friend Lazarus.  Jesus, who knows all 
things and already knew that Lazarus was dead before anyone told 
him, wept.  Jesus, who knew that He could raise Lazarus from the 

dead at any moment, wept.  To weep is to feel sadness and emotional 
pain, which Jesus was clearly subject to in this moment.  When it 
comes to our emotions, we frequently want to hide them, suppress 

them, or not feel them at all.  It is also a temptation to view reason 
and logic as superior or somehow disconnected from our 

emotions.  While our lives are often a balance of the two, we cannot 
discard or dismiss our feelings as unimportant or unreasonable.  If 
Jesus was perfect and felt strong emotions, then we should expect to 

experience the same.  However, it is important to know that our 
feelings are not always an accurate reflection of what is happening to 
us, our identity, or God’s love for us.  Our feelings of anxiety, sadness, 
and anger can lead us to conclude that God does not care about us or 
love us, but this is absolutely not true.  If you find yourself struggling 
with difficult emotions, it might be a good idea to pursue counseling, 
even if just to give it a try.  Counselors are here to help people process 
difficult emotions and find new paths forward with a balance between 
thinking and feeling.  This week, consider reflecting on the difficult 

emotions in your life and how tied they are to the humanity of 
Christ.  Also, consider reaching out for help if you find difficult 

emotions becoming a barrier to your spiritual life. 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 
 

 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Families of 

 

Albert Grossman 

Marilyn Judge  

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s 

love and find strength in the support of friends, 

family and our parish community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT IS BETTER THEN WATCHING NETFLIX 
ON A SATURDAY NIGHT ? —  Watching SJC 
parishioner, Makenna Bretz, who will be portraying 
Wednesday Addams, in Lake Catholic Performing 
Arts productions of “The Addams Family,” 
 
This musical comedy tells the story of the kooky 
Addams family — a normal family from Ohio and a 
bunch of ghostly ancestors.  Shows are April 7, 8 and 
9 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, April 10 at 3:00pm.  Doors 
open 45 minutes before the show. Tickets are $5 for 
students and $10 for adults and can be purchased 
online at https://lchs.booktix.com or in the Lake 
Catholic bookstore.  Store hours are Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday from 7:30 am to 4:00pm and 
Wednesday from 12pm to 7pm.  
 
Catch a performance and find out what it is to be an 
Addams.” 
 

Please take the opportunity to support Makenna 
and the other young people who work so hard to 
present a quality production.  Mark your calendars  
for April 7, 8, 9 or 10.  It would make a perfect 
family event or date night.    

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  

and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Gerald Scarniench 



55 Plus 
SRW/SJC 
Book Club 

Next Discussion  
April 13 2022 

10:00 AM 
SRW Parish Office 

 

 
Yes to Life 

In Spite of Everything 
 
 

By: 
Viktor Frankl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eleven months after he was liberated from the Nazi 
concentration camps, Viktor E. Frankl held a series of 
public lectures in Vienna. The psychiatrist, who would 
soon become world famous, explained his central 
thoughts on meaning, resilience, and the importance of 
embracing life even in the face of great adversity. 
 
Published here for the very first time in English, 
Frankl’s words resonate as strongly today—as the 
world faces a coronavirus pandemic, social isolation, 
and great economic uncertainty—as they did in 1946. 
He offers an insightful exploration of the maxim “Live 
as if you were living for the second time,” and he 
unfolds his basic conviction that every crisis contains 
opportunity. Despite the unspeakable horrors of the 
camps, Frankl learned from the strength of his fellow 
inmates that it is always possible to “say yes to life”—a 
profound and timeless lesson for us all. 

Join us for our Lenten Concert on Wednesday, April 6 at 

7:00 p.m.  Let us unitedly praise and worship God in 

preparation for the Holy Week!  Music, dance and 

moments of reflection will be the recipe of the evening, in 

which our Choir and the 7th graders from SRW will come 

together to connect with you to present our thoughts to 

the Lord.  We also invite you to stay afterwards for the 

reception.  We’ll see you in church! 

PALM SUNDAY  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A pancake breakfast is being 
served after the 7:45 a.m. and 

10:15 a.m. masses on Palm 
Sunday, April 10th. 

 
Bring the kids, grandkids—the 

whole family and enjoy!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next Children’s Mass will be on Sunday, 
April 24, at 10:15 a.m. Mass.  After such a 
joyful Mass we had last week, we want the 
momentum to continue.  We would also like 
to invite more children to participate in the 
liturgy together with the 7th graders from 
SRW, who are currently the core of the 
group.  The more, the better!  And certainly, 
we appreciate your full support, and we ask 
for that to grow even stronger.  Thank you! 



Our Financial Stewardship  
03/27/22-Sunday Giving………….…………..$2,650.50 
03/27/22-Maintenance……………….…...….$    735.00 
Faith Direct* Giving….………....$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance……....$ 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, April 4 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Leo Burrello 

  9:00 AM — STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Tuesday, April 5 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  For the People of the Parish 

Wednesday, April 6 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  John & Margaret Walsh 

Thursday, April 7 
  6:30 PM  (JL/TS-P)  †  Minka Kmetich 

Friday, April 8 

      8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
      8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

      7:00 PM — STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Saturday, April 9 
   4:00 PM (TK/TS)  †  Mary and John Rogelj  

Sunday, April 10 
   7:45 AM  (TK/TS)†  Nancy Suhy 
 10:15 AM (JB/TS)  †  Newt and Ginny Baker  
 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

 
   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please 
complete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send 
it to the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 
you. 
 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community. 


