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140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio   44143                          Roman Catholic Parish 
April 24, 2022                                        Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy               

” The disbelief of Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other disciples. As he touches Christ and is 
won over to belief, every doubt is cast a side and our faith is strengthened. So, the disciple who doubted, then felt 
Christ’s wounds, becomes a witness to the reality of the resurrection.”   
 Saint Gregory the Great, Pope 

Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday.  In a series of 
revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our Lord called for a special feast day to be 
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter.  

Jesus said to St. Maria Faustina: “My daughter, tell the entire world about My inconceivable mercy.  I desire that the Feast of 
Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners.” 

Who are these poor sinners?  It is us and everyone that walks this earth.  Just like the Apostle Thomas, we have doubts about our 
faith, about our decisions, about our purpose in life.  There is one thing where there is no doubt -- we are sinners and we have 
been healed by the Divine Mercy of Jesus Christ. 
 
Once we can freely accept the fact that the wounds inflicted on the Body of Christ are the sins of the world, by His Resurrection 
we are truly saved and free from the bondage of sin.  This freedom from sin connects us to Jesus Christ as we seek intimacy with 
Him.  

God sanctifies us through the ordinary circumstances of our lives and our interaction with others.  By touching the wounds of this 
world, we are touching the wounds of Christ and when we touch the wounds of Christ, we are healed from the gloom and despair 
of sin. We can physically touch the wounds of Christ when we evangelize. We have a unique mission in the world by bringing the 
light of Christ into your circle of influence. 

Spring is upon us as we continue to live out the Gospel message.  Outdoor Mass will begin on Mother’s Day May 8, at the 
7:45 am mass.  We will celebrate Pentecost the weekend of June 4 & 5.  On Wednesday, June 8 at 7:00 pm we will have 
an evening of Worship and Praise Concert.  The Knights of Columbus will host a Father’s Day cookout on Saturday June 18 
after the 4:00 pm Mass. Once again, on July 3 after the 10:15 am Mass, we will host the SJOC Freedom Celebration 
which will include a 50/50 Raffle.  We will then wrap up the summer with a Blue Mass honoring first responders on 
September 11 at the Captains Stadium. More details to follow. 
I would like to wish each and everyone of you a Happy Easter.  May Our Lord Jesus bless you and keep you safe. 
 
My love to all of you,  
Deacon Tom 
_________________________ 
1 https://www.thedivinemercy.org/celebrate/greatgrace/dms 
2 Ibid  



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
April 24, 2022 

 
This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday which makes it a great day to 

reflect on the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  As we know, sin cuts us off 
from God’s sanctifying grace.  Although our sin may cut us off 

temporarily from sanctifying grace, it can always be regained through 
an honest and authentic reception of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  Often, I hear people say that they are not deserving of 
God’s love because of their sinfulness.  While none of us deserve God’s 

love, it is granted to all of us as a gift.  I often meet people who 
believe that their sin is “different” and “worse” than the sins of their 
neighbor and thus feel worthless, inferior, and despairing.  While 
there are different levels of sin and some are worse than others, we 

cannot get trapped in the mindset that our sins cannot be forgiven or 
that we are somehow special or unique in our sinfulness.  If we do this, 
we are really doubting the amount of God’s love, which we know to be 

infinite and without limit.  This is simply pride in a different form 
since we are implying that our sins are so grand and severe that even 

God cannot forgive us.  Sins of any kind are a drop in the ocean 
compared to God’s love, mercy, and grace.  If you believe you are a 

sinner, you are correct.  However, take heart in God’s love and receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation whenever you feel as if you have 

sinned.  After you do, commit to trying harder, praying more, and 
move on.  If you do this regularly, I will wager that your mental 

health will improve! 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 

 

ROSARY FOR PEACE 
Sponsored by the Legion of Mary 

Every Sunday Before the 
10:15 AM Mass 
 

 
 
Our Blessed Mother specifically asked the children of 
Fatima and the world to pray the Rosary every day. On 
June 13, 1917, she said: “Say the Rosary every day, to 
bring peace to the world and the end of the war.” 
 
It is imperative that we heed our Blessed Mother’s request 
to pray for peace for our country and our nation. 
 

FORMED Now! — Pick of the Week 

Misery Meets Mercy: Saint Faustina Kowalska 

Dr. Ben Akers and Fr. Mateusz Ratajczak discuss St. 
Faustina Kowalska and her role of bringing the message 
of Divine Mercy to the Church. 
 
Learn more about the dramatic story of Divine Mercy  

 

WATCH ON FORMED 

LOG IN: SRWSJCEUCLID.FORMED.ORG  

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND EVENGELIZATION 

CORNER 

 
Picture a large group of teenage girls walking arm in arm 
down a hallway in a monastery singing with genuine joy “This 
little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine”.  I was in that 
group about 50 years ago as a high school Junior.  We were 
on a TEC retreat.  TEC stands for Teenagers Encounter 
Christ. The 3-day retreat served to deepen my understanding 
of God and the Church and bring me to love Jesus in a new 
way. What or who inspired us to get over the fear of looking 
not too cool while singing arm in arm on the way to our next 
event? Well… 
 
On the 50th day of Easter (as Jesus promised at His Ascen-
sion), the disciples “were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled 
them to proclaim”. There on Pentecost, the disciples went 
from fear to boldness going out of their room to proclaim 
to a crowd of people from every nation, the tTruth about 
Jesus and the promise of Salvation. 
 
Could God the Holy Spirit, who gave the disciples courage to 
proclaim the Truth, be the person who gave some teenage 
girls the courage to share their joy in song?  I think so. 
 
Let us as individuals and as a parish pray to the Holy Spirit for 
courage and the rest of the seven gifts to guide us in our own 
Faith journey and in turn strengthen the Church.  Here is a 
prayer you may want to use: 
 

“Dear Father, in the name of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 
ask you to stir up within me the fullness of Your Holy 
Spirit. Help me to grow in my relationship with the 
Third Person of Your Holy Trinity and to live in His 
Power and use His gifts.” 



LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED 
YOU  

The "Calls of Love" Ministry wants to pray for you.  
On the 3rd Monday of every month starting March 21 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., members will be reaching out 
by telephone to all parishioners with just two 
questions:  how are you doing and do you have 
anything or anyone you want us to pray for?  These 
"Calls of Love" are being made with love and caring, 
and we are hoping to have a short conversation with 
you soon.  Our prayer is to ask St. John of the Cross 
Parish to pray for our ministry and those we speak 
to.   Thanks for answering our call!   

 
God bless you all! 

 
SRW Parent Association has teamed up with 
Moe's Southwest Grill for a Taco Kit 
Fundraiser on Tuesday, May 17th.  Family 
taco kits include 2 proteins and all the fixings 
including chips and salsa feeding 4-6 people 
and will be $36.99. 
 
All you need to do is place your order online 
and drive-thru the SRW Parking lot between 
5:30 - 6pm on Tuesday, May 17th to pick up 
your hot and ready dinner! 
 
Ordering is open to everyone so please pass 
the word!  
 
If you'd like to place your order, click here: 
 https://form.jotform.com/210194661315147  

 
Dear parishioners, friends, visitors:  
 
Happy Easter! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!!  It was heart 
filling seeing the church full because of your presence 
during this past Holy Week!  My hope is that the 
services, in all their aspects, allowed you to renew your 
soul to let the Holy Spirit present in you shine fully.  And 
I certainly pray to see you back!  
 
One valuable ingredient of St. John of the Cross, who 
enhanced and concluded the Lenten season with a 
“triumphant” Easter, is the Music Ministry.  For this 
reason, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all 
the Music Ministers who worked extensively to provide 
an incredible and soulf ul amount of songs, music, 
dances (at the Lenten Concert). But most of all, they put 
their talents and heart toward the Lord, making Him the 
center of all we do here.  

So, Choir: thank you so very much!! 
 
“Christ is Alive!!!”  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!!!” 
 
Francesco Binda, D.M. 
Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John of the Cross and Ss. Robert & William Parish are 

excited to announce that we have a new way to offer Mass 
Intentions.  They are for both the deceased and the living.  
It is a tradition that dates back centuries.  Each Mass is a 
$10 offering.  See below to schedule Masses from the 
comfort of your home. 
  
To schedule your Mass intentions online, find the link on 
our Website, OR use this link: 

 Web4ucorp.com/massintentions/srweuclid 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F210194661315147%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1H_XgkxBQPAI3nXo-LXIHK-7zSD1hfxZwa4KE-h26FAycDHTsuFyrkFtI&h=AT01RmWXjOSAHwQnzHv7vyx4UtbtkGImyezU81wkCutX8ij0uvMzrVD4R8bHKMEHSIlFz-CkGCEQx2lb56uUHbhZdtuUHLubMVrbNQFp


Our Financial Stewardship  
To be posted at a later date 

04/17/22-Sunday Giving………….…………..$ 
04/17/22-Maintenance……………….…...….$ 
Faith Direct* Giving….………....$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance……....$ 
 
*Online Faith Direct Collections will be posted twice 
a month for both Giving and Maintenance. 

Thanks for your generous support toward our 
mission to serve God!  

Monday, April 25 
   8:30 AM  (JL/TS)  †  All Souls 

Tuesday, April 26 
   6:30 PM  (GB)  †  Marilyn Wagner 

Wednesday, April 27 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  Judy Nainiger 

Thursday, April 28 
   7:00 PM  (JL/TS-P)  Apolene Ferko  

Friday, April 29 
   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

   Saturday, April 30 
   4:00 PM 4:00 PM (JL/TS)  †  Anthony Seaman 

Sunday, May 1 
   7:45 AM  (TK/TS)†  Rudy Myeress 

 10:15 AM (TK/TS)  †  Santina Musarra  

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  

and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Gerald Scarniench 



WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please 
complete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send 
it to the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 
you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community. 


