
May 15, 2022                                                                        Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Saint John of the Cross 

Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy middle of May!  I love the month of May for so many reasons, but the primary reason is that it is 
the month we honor our Blessed Mother, Mary.  The most incredible woman that has ever lived.  A 
simple, salt of the earth woman who in her YES ushered in our salvation through her son Jesus Christ.   
 
One of the great treasures that our church has is the Rosary.  I have to be honest and say that I personally 
struggled praying the rosary when I was younger.  I just couldn’t get into it.  However, I once heard a 
speaker talk about all the distractions and chaos in our lives and how, for that speaker, the rosary gave 
order and focus to her life.  That really struck me and ever since then I have come to love the rosary.  Using the mysteries of the 
rosary allows one to enter into the great mysteries of our faith from the Scriptures.  It gives us focus each day.  Then the beautiful, 
profound prayers of the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be allow us to petition the Lord’s intercession in our lives.   
 
As our Mother, the blessed Mother encourages us, her children, to pray the rosary.  I think we should heed her request as she 
knows what is best for her children.  At SRW, we have the rosary prayed at 11 am on Monday, Wednesday & Friday and 9:00 am 
on Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday.  At SJC we have added a rosary prayer time after the 6:30 pm Mass on Thursday.  Please plan 
on joining us.   
 
The Ss. Robert & William Parish Festival is July 21, 22, 23 & 24 this year.  We moved it from August for a few reasons.  The 
school staff has always encouraged me to have it earlier because the August date put a lot of pressure on the staff trying to get 
school opened.  However, we are always respectful to the Lake County Church Festivals and never take the same weekend.  The 
Lake County parish that had their festival on the fourth weekend of July decided to no longer have a festival, so we were able to 
take this spot.  Second, the August date is also close to the Fest at the Seminary and our tent/table/chair vendor told us last year 
they no longer could provide for us if we kept the August date.  So, for those two reasons we have moved it!  So mark you 
calendars for the new dates and plan on having a great time!  While it is the SRW Festival, it is for everyone!  I can’t wait.  It is 
such a great event. 
 
Make it a great week. See you in Church. 
  
Peace, 
Fr. John 

 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

COMMUNITY MEAL  

Wednesday, May 18, 2022  

5:00 pm —  Drive Through 

 

Our next community meal is 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022.  Pick up begins at 5:00 pm.  

The community meals are designed to provide a nutritious 

and delicious meal to neighbors, friends and families in 

need.  Stop by St. John of the Cross to pick up a meal or two 

for yourself, a neighbor, a friend or a family who may be in 

need.  Spread the word! 

  

Spring is Here, 
Alleluia! 

 
Do you stand in awe of God’s 
creation?  Do you wonder how 
you can embrace God’s 
magnificent works?  Come join 

us, adopt a garden, and create or maintain your own 
little wonder on our church property.  We have 
several gardens in need of your loving care.  
 
Call Bernie Solpa (216) 261-6866 with inquiries or 
leave your name, phone number, and e-mail address 
at the parish office. Don’t wait; spring planting starts 
now  



Mourning to 

Morning 
SRW/SJC Bereavement 

Support 
 

An informative and prayerful program  

to help people move  

through the grieving process  

and forward in faith.    

New six-week series begins 

Saturday, June 11, 2022 

10:30AM – Noon 

Sacred Heart Room  

Ss. Robert and William Parish Office Bldg. 

There is no fee but registration requested. 

Contact Renée Barber   

216-731-1515 Ext. 262 

or 

rbarber@srweuclid.cc 

or 

mail in below information: 
Please print clearly 

Mourning to Morning  

(Copies also in Gathering Space) 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code____________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________ 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND EVENGELIZATION 

CORNER 

 
      Are we all being called to be Missionary 
Disciples?   Scripture says, "Then Jesus 
approached and said to them, 'All power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.  And behold, I am with you always until the end of the age.' 
" (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 This is how Jesus is calling us today to be Missionary 
Disciples.  As we get to know Jesus Christ as our Lord, God, Savior, 
and as our Friend, we will fall deeper in love with Him.  We will see 
Jesus in others, and we will imitate Christ in all we do but not 
without the movement of the Holy Spirit within us.  So we should 
pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance and then listen intently for who 
it is that will be placed in our path of life to help them nurture their 
gifts and faith, to walk the journey with, and to pray together. 
 The pathway of missionary discipleship started with the 
early Christian Church.  Our Blessed Mother, the first disciple who 
said yes, along with the apostles and other members came together 
in the Upper Room to devote themselves to constant prayer (Acts 
1:14) from the Ascension to Pentecost before receiving the Holy 
Spirit.  They prayed for those 9 days, the first Novena.    
 Can we place ourselves right now, all the brothers and 
sisters of St. John of the Cross Parish, in that "Upper Room"?  If we 
place ourselves, body, mind and soul in that room, we then pray 
together to be filled with the wonderful gifts of the Holy Spirit:  
Fortitude, Counsel, Understanding, Knowledge, Wisdom, Piety, 
Fear of the Lord.   We pray the Holy Spirit Novena together for 9 
days.  Starting on May 27 through June 4, the Saturday before 
Pentecost Sunday, let us all accompany each other to awaken the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, to experience together through this 
sacred novena prayer to get to know the Holy Spirit, to pray for 9 
days together and call on Him in anticipation "Come Holy Spirit, let 
the fire fall"! 

Holy Spirit Novena booklets will be provided. 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE  

LOVED YOU  

The "Calls of Love" Ministry wants to pray for you.  On the 3rd 
Monday of every month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., members will 
be reaching out by telephone to all parishioners with just two 
questions:  how are you doing and do you have anything or 
anyone you want us to pray for?   

These "Calls of Love" are being made with love and caring, and 
we are hoping to have a short conversation with you soon.  Our 
prayer is to ask St. John of the Cross Parish to pray for our 
ministry and those we speak to.   Thanks for answering our call!   

WOMANKIND BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER 
 

This weekend begins our parish’s support of Womankind 
through their Baby Bottle Fundraiser. 
 
Womankind Maternal & Prenatal Care Center’s mission is “to 
provide hope, help and possibility to any pregnant woman by 
offering comprehensive, integrative care in a loving, 
nonjudgmental environment.”  Their services are free and 
made possible through donations, and the Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser is a great way to offer your support.  Bottles will 
be available in the Gathering Space of the church.   Take one 
home, fill it with change, or write a check, and place it in the 
bottle.  Return anytime during Father’s Day Weekend. 
 
 
For more information about 
Womankind, visit their website 
at womankindcleveland.org 
 

mailto:rbarber@srweuclid.cc


  

 

 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022   

SRW/SJC 55 and Over 

Spring Day of Reflection 

AT THE  
JESUIT RETREAT CENTER  

LED BY FR. PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J. 
 

The Gospel of John tells us that Mary Magdalen 
“stayed outside the tomb weeping.”  But later, “…
she turned around and saw Jesus there…” 
When she turned around she discovered the 
resurrection 
 
On May 31st, Fr. Paul will help us to turn around 
and discover that resurrection and transformation 
can happen daily.   It all depends where you look!   
 
$40.00 per person includes transportation, breakfast 
and lunch. 
 
Bus departs SRW at 8:00AM and returns at 
3:30PM. 
Mass will be celebrated at 11:15AM 
 
For reservations call 216-731-1515 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 
Do you ever make goals for yourself?  It is something we are often 

taught about in school as children or something we preach to our own 
children when it comes to grades, colleges, and careers, but how often 
do we really sit down and make goals for our own spiritual lives?  In 

my experience, people that make goals, check their progress, and 
revisit them often seem to get more of what they want out of 
life.  Goals do not need to be restricted to New Year’s Day or 

Lent.  Saving goals for a specific start date often leads to 
discouragement, especially if we falter in reaching our goal.  It is 

similar to someone quitting something cold turkey, and then thinking 
they are never going to change after they have a setback.  If you want 
to do something, start today.  If you have a setback, look at your goal 

and remember that progress is often two steps forward and one step 
back.  A key to making great goals is to make them specific and 

measurable.  Common goals I hear are, “I want to be holier,” and, “I 
want to be a good person.”  Ok, that’s great...but what does that look 
like?  These goals are much too vague if we want to look at progress or 

measure success.  Setting a goal of a daily Rosary, weight loss to a 
specific number, daily Mass attendance, and reading one book per 
month are all examples of specific goals that are measurable.  This 
week, consider making goals for yourself in areas that you want to 

improve such as your spiritual, intellectual, or work life!  You might 
find yourself making progress in these areas that you did not think 

possible! 

CELEBRATING THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

June 8, 2022—7 pm 

 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ, we invite you to participate in an 

event dedicated to the Holy Spirit!  Join us for an evening of 

Scripture readings, reflection, prayer, music, dance, and 

healing.  Let us all come together to feel the Presence, the 

Spirit, and the Power of the Lord!   Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday, June 8th, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  

We’ll see you then.  God bless all of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to golf for a cause at Zelie’s Home 2nd 

Annual Birdies for Babies Golf Scramble on Friday, June 24th 

at Sleepy Hollow Golf Course in Brecksville, Ohio. All 

proceeds support our home in Garfield Heights serving 

pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be 

a part of changing lives two at a time! $150 per golfer / $600 

per foursome. Fees include 18 Holes, Cart, Breakfast, Lunch, 

Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For more information, 

visit www.zelieshome.org/events/2ndbirdiesforbabies  or 

contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org. 

http://www.zelieshome.org/events/2ndbirdiesforbabies
mailto:executivedirector@zelieshome.org
mailto:executivedirector@zelieshome.org


Monday, May 16 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  James and Mary Perko  

Tuesday, May 17 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †   

Wednesday, May 18 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  Frank Parsons 

Thursday, May 19 

   7:00 PM  (JL/TS-P)  Special Intention for Peter 

Friday, May 20 
   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

   Saturday, May 21 
   4:00 PM 4:00 PM (JL/TS)  †  Ferdinand Krecic  

Sunday, May 22 
   7:45 AM  (JB/TS)†  Vinko and Angela Kaplan   
 10:15 AM (JB/TS)  †  Mary Ellen and Joseph Loparo  

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Gerald Scarniench & Helen Herman 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Families of: 

Josephine Stapleton 

Kathryn “Katy” Berquist 
 

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s love 

and find strength in the support of friends, family 

and our parish community. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
05/08/2022 Sunday Giving….…….…………… 
05/08/2022 Maintenance……………………….$1, 
Faith Direct*  
Faith Direct*  
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  



Our Financial Stewardship  

05/08/2021 Sunday Giving….…….……………$3,724.50 

05/08/2022 Maintenance……………………….$   933.00 

Faith Direct*  
Faith Direct*  
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  


