
May 22, 2022                                                                        Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Saint John of the Cross 

Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is just about a month away from the official start of summer.  However, summer is in the air here at SJC 
& SRW!  Today, May 22, we graduate 46 young people from Ss. Robert & William Catholic School. They 
represent students from both SRW & SJC, as well as a number from other churches within the area. We 
are immensely proud of these young men and women as they prepare to move onto high school. I have to 
say that this is an exceptional class, and we are proud of their accomplishments.  They have worked hard, 
played hard and loved well.  They have a great sense of God and the direction He is calling them in their 
lives.  I believe they will be a great asset to our community as they enter into Euclid LIFETEEN and their 
respective high schools.  Please keep them in your prayers.  
 
It is our hope that at SJC, the 7:45 am Sunday Mass and at SRW, the 6:00 pm Sunday Mass will both be held outside for the 
summer.  At SJC, it will be held at our outdoor shrine and at SRW, it will be held on the south lawn of the property near the 
playground.  The outdoor Mass has a long-standing tradition at SJC and SRW started their tradition during COVID.  People really 
like this option.  It reminds us of the magnificence of God’s creation.  The sights, sounds, and smells of summer allow the beauty 
of the season to resonate in our hearts, minds, and souls to add to the beauty and sacredness of the Mass.  So, if this is something 
you like, I hope that you are able to take it advantage of it.  
 
We are entering into the final days of our Easter celebration. We will celebrate the Ascension next Sunday, May 29 (please note 
in Ohio, our Bishops have moved the feast to Sunday from Thursday).  Then the following weekend we will celebrate Pentecost. 
That will be the official close of the Easter season.  My hope and prayer for all of us is that through our Lenten and Easter 
observance, we were able to RECENTER Christ in our lives and allow Him to be central to all we do.  This means that we keep 
Him at the center of every word, choice, action, and relationship  in which we engage and that we allow His Gospel to dominate 
in our lives.  We invite Him into our lives and ask Him to be the lens in which we see everything.  I do believe we are at the 
beginning of a battle between Good and Evil like we have never witnessed in our lifetime.  As we as a country see Roe v. Wade 
overturned, we will battle for Truth and Good.  In my humble opinion, this is literally a fight of life and death.  If we cannot as a 
country/society/culture agree that Life is from God and we have no right to end a life at any point from natural conception until 
natural death, then we are in for a lot of evil in all areas of our lives.  I believe the craziness we are seeing in the world these last 
number of years is testament to this.  My point is not to be doom and gloom here, in fact I look forward to the battle because I 
know that if we can keep our eyes fixed on Christ, we know we will be triumphant.  As I read in the Scriptures, we will witness 
great battles and great anguish, but do not fret as God will triumph!  
 
In the spirit of God’s Triumph, with eyes fixed on Christ, we continue on.  See you in Church! 

Make it a great week. 
  
Peace, 
Fr. John 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   Eucharistic  
                Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



  

 

 

 

 

Mourning to Morning 
SRW/SJC Bereavement Support 

 

An informative and prayerful program  

to help people move  

through the grieving process  

and forward in faith.    

New six-week series begins 

Saturday, June 11, 2022 

10:30AM – Noon 

Sacred Heart Room  

Ss. Robert and William Parish Office Bldg. 

There is no fee but registration requested. 

Contact Renée Barber   

216-731-1515 Ext. 262 

or 

rbarber@srweuclid.cc 

or 

mail in below information: 
Please print clearly 

Mourning to Morning  

(Copies also in Gathering Space) 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code____________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School is a week long summer Bible 
camp for children PreK being held at  Ss. Robert &  
William, June 20-24, from 9am to 12 noon.  Children 
will engage the Word of God through daily Bible 
lessons, crafts and songs.  Registration is now 
open  for Vacation Bible School. Go to 
www.srweuclid.cc/vbs to signup your child today! 
 
We are very excited to be able to host Jerusalem 
Marketplace our Vacation Bible School and there is 
a great need for volunteers to help with this 
program. 
 
Adults and teens are invited to express their 
interest in helping Fr. Thom by emailing him at 
frkowatch@srweuclid.cc. 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Family of: 

Marija Obreza 
 

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s love and find 
strength in the support of friends, family and our parish 

community. 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider community 

Chris Stefanick Show:  Woman’s Perspective of 
Faith & Healing 

A couple of weeks ago I had Jim 
Beckman on the show, and we talked 
about healing from abuse. And… 
wow. We got so much heartfelt 
feedback. (Seriously, you guys are the 
best.)  But a lot of you asked about 
hearing this from a woman’s 
perspective.  So, I talked to my wife, 
Natalie, and she agreed to come on 
the show and tell her story.  What 

you’re going to hear is a story that touched our marriage specifically. 
But I hope our own journey of hope and healing will give you 
strength in your own journey too.  If you want to know what raw 
faith and redemption look like in a Catholic life, this episode is for 

WATCH ON FORMED 

LOG IN: SRWSJCEUCLID.FORMED.ORG  

mailto:rbarber@srweuclid.cc
http://www.srweuclid.cc/vbs
mailto:frkowatch@srweuclid.cc
https://watch.formed.org/chris-stefanick-show


Luke Brown’s Reflection 
May 22, 2022 

 
In my line of work, I have met many people who describe experiences of 
counseling that were not productive or helpful and that left the person 

thinking that counseling was a waste of time.  Whether it is an individual, 
couple, or a parent bringing a child, some people leave with a bad experience 
that makes them want to write off the entire counseling field as unhelpful.  I 
am not writing this to criticize those experiences or to place blame on people 
who were seeking help and found none.  Counseling is a field full of diverse 

counselors that do not always hit the mark when people come to them seeking 
healing and guidance.  We as counselors can have very different approaches 

to helping people and some are not the right fit for the person seeking 
help.  It is worth mentioning as well that we are human and can have bad 

days where we feel burnt out, tired, or overwhelmed, which inevitably 
impacts our ability to be working at 100%.  When people have had this 

experience, I often encourage them to give counseling another try.  Finding 
the right counselor can be difficult, but it is possible.  If you have a bad 

experience with a counselor, you have several options.  You can give them a 
little bit more time, ask the counselor for a referral, or keep looking on your 

own for a different counselor.  Websites like psychologytoday.com and 
catholictherapists.com can give you an idea of the counselor’s approach to see 
if they are the right fit for you.  Counseling can open many doors to healing 
and greater wellbeing.  It is important to not let one bad experience prevent 

you from gaining all that counseling has to offer. 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to golf for a cause at Zelie’s Home 2nd 

Annual Birdies for Babies Golf Scramble on Friday, June 24th 

at Sleepy Hollow Golf Course in Brecksville, Ohio. All 

proceeds support our home in Garfield Heights serving 

pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be 

a part of changing lives two at a time! $150 per golfer / $600 

per foursome. Fees include 18 Holes, Cart, Breakfast, Lunch, 

Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For more information, 

visit www.zelieshome.org/events/2ndbirdiesforbabies  or 

contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 
 
As always, thank you from the Social Justice Ministry to all who 
donate to the SJOC Social Outreach Fund (formerly the P.I.N. 
Fund).  Because of your generosity, SJOC is able to help folks 
living within the SJOC boundaries with periodic financial needs.  
So that you, as a potential donor, have clear information these 
are the guiding principles: 

1. All requests will be presented to the Social Justice 
Committee or its designated representative for their input. 
Confidentiality will be maintained. Only SJOC staff and one 
member of the Social Justice Committee will know the identity 
of the person requesting assistance. 

2. When the SJOC Social Outreach Fund has on hand $1,200 
or less, priority will be given to registered St. John of the Cross 
parishioners. 

3. All referrals/requests must be approved by the SJOC 
Pastor/Deacon prior to referral to the Social Justice 
Committee. 

4. In general, no more than an additional $200 per year will 
be given to any one family. 

5. Apart from gift cards, all other assistance will be paid 
directly to the company.  Cash will never be given to an 
individual.  The SJOC Business Office will make all payments. 

6. All exceptions are at the discretion of the SJOC pastor. 

7. All cases will be reviewed by the Social Justice Ministry at 
the end of the fiscal year each June.  

8. If the SJOC Social Outreach Fund exceeds $1,200, monies 
may be distributed to other organizations that care for the 
wellbeing of people in our wider community. 

CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS OF  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS CHURCH TO PRAY 

THE HOLY SPIRIT NOVENA 
 
Beginning on May 27 through June 4, we ask our parishion-
ers to pray the 9-Day Holy Spirit Novena to anticipate the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday.  "After 
Jesus' Ascension into heaven, He commanded His disciples 
to come together in the upper room to devote themselves 
to constant prayer" (Acts 1:14). 
 
Holy Spirit Novena booklets will be handed out the week-
end of May 21 & 22. 
 
 

"COME HOLY SPIRIT, LET THE FIRE FALL" 

 

http://psychologytoday.com
http://catholictherapists.com
http://www.zelieshome.org/events/2ndbirdiesforbabies
mailto:executivedirector@zelieshome.org
mailto:executivedirector@zelieshome.org


Monday, May 23 
   8:30 AM  (JB/TS)  †  Mary Ann Riccio  

Tuesday, May 24 
   6:30 PM  (JB)  †  Florence Gruszka  

Wednesday, May 25 
   8:30 AM ( JL)  †  Joanne Demarco  

Thursday, May 26 

   7:00 PM  (JL/TS-P)  †  Harold Telich  

Friday, May 27 
   8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
   8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

   Saturday, May 28 
   4:00 PM 4:00 PM (JB/TS-P)  †  Tom O'Toole  

Sunday, May 29 
   7:45 AM  (JL/TS-P)†  Andrew & Mary Somich  
 10:15 AM (JB/TS-P)  †  Marie George 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Gerald Scarniench & Helen Herman 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY — wraps you with the 
warmth of God’s love! 
 
Our ancient Israeli ancestors used Prayer Shawls to help them 
pray reminding them of God’s constant presence.  This 
tradition continues at St. John of the Cross through the 
commitment and talent of the Parish’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
 
The group meets every third Wednesday at 6:30 pm in 
Room 8 of the Community Center and together they create 
shawls both of beauty and comfort while praying for God’s 
love and healing into the shawl to create a vessel for God’s 
mysterious presence in the life of the future owner. 
 
A shawl can provide a loving reminder of God's love and 
presence, comforting those facing difficulties.  Anyone who 
needs prayer, hope, comfort, and love may have a shawl.  
 
If you know of someone who is ill or in need of healing in 

mind, body, or spirit, please take them a prayer shawl to let 

them know that they are held in prayer by the community of St 

John of the Cross.  Please call the parish office or email 

ksomich@hotmail.com 



Our Financial Stewardship  
05/15/2022 Sunday Giving…………………..…$2,233.50 
05/15/2022 Maintenance………………….……$1,010.00 
05/08/2021 Sunday Giving….…….……………$3,724.50 
05/08/2022 Maintenance……………………….$   933.00 
Faith Direct  End of April Giving……………..….$5,385.00 
Faith Direct  End of April Maintenance……………$   656.00 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli,  Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Donated Religious Items:  While we appreciate everyone’s 
generosity, we ask that you please not leave any religious 
articles or items in the church or on the parish grounds.  At this 
time, we have no need for anything nor do we have a place to 
store additional items.  Thank you for your understanding. 


