
August 20, 2022                                                     21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 

I hope you are having a great summer.  Just about a month to go before it is Fall.  This week we will be starting 
another school year at Guardian Angels Early Learning Center and Ss. Robert & William Catholic School.  I am very 
excited for many reasons.  One, we have over 80 children in our Guardian Angels Early Learning Center and over 410 
children in our K – 8 school.  This year we are introducing a new program called Begindergarten .  This program 
will be a part of our K – 8 school and will be for children who are not quite ready for kindergarten by have completed 
a Pre-K program.  It will help give them the tools they need to be successful.  We welcome four new teachers to our 
building this year and many new students and families.  The second reason I am so excited is that I believe we will be 
back to relative normal, perhaps a new normal, and fully operational with no COVID restrictions.  While we will still 
be cautious, many of the things we implemented will help us keep the buildings overall healthy and safe places for 
learning.  For example, we have air filters in all rooms, window blinds that allow for airflow, sanitizing stations, 
improved cleaning/sanitizing procedures, etc.   

Finally, I am most excited because we are embarking on creating a Strategic Plan for our school that will completely 
transform how we educate and form students.  We will build on the solid foundation we already have and make it even 
stronger to respond to the needs of today.  Our new mission will be to form Saints & Scholars to know, love and serve 
Jesus Christ.  We will look to new approaches and methods to deliver the curriculum and support our faculty, 
students and families in the education and formation.  We will work to create distinct learning spaces that respond to 
the needs of each age group we serve.  We will look to and consider making Ss. Robert & William an interparochial 
school that would be owned and operated by both SRW and SJC.  We are looking to create Board of lay people that 
will assist me and the staff in setting the vision and direction of the school.  We are looking to offer wrap-around 
services that address the physical health/growth, mental health/growth and needs of supporting families.  This is 
commonly referred to as wrap-around services.  Our hope is to create a family/wellness center.  Lots and lots of 
details to be worked out.  Lots of possibilities and ideas to consider.  To assist Martha Dodd, Molly Lorek and I in this 
endeavor, Barb Doering has joined our staff.  She is the Coordinator of Transformation.  Barb spent many years teaching at 
the former St. Felicitas and served as principal there.  She has strong roots in the Euclid community.  She most 
recently was principal of Notre Dame Elementary School in Chardon.  She spent the last few years caring for her 
wonderful parents (who were SJC parishioners).  I am so excited to have her on board leading this strategic plan and 
transformation.   

I would ask that you mark your calendars now to attend a meeting on either for October 2 at 7 pm at SRW or October 
3 at 7 pm at SJC.  It will be the same meeting, so you just need attend one.  We will present our plans for the school 
transformation and begin a process to solicit your input.  I have been meeting with the Bishop’s staff and he and I both 
want to make sure we include everyone in this transformation.   

I believe we will be on the forefront of education and formation that will enable us to offer irresistibly Catholic 
formation and education, academic excellence and partnering with the parents to create a holistic approach to meeting 
the needs of our students, families and parishioners.   
 

Please keep this transformation and the new school year in your prayers!  Please be cautious in the parking lot.   ). 

 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ss. Robert & William &  
Saint John of the Cross  

Parish School of Religion (PSR) 
 

PSR sign-ups are open for the 2022-2023 catechetical 
year! 
 
The Parish School of Religion provides religious 
education and sacramental preparation for students from 
Kindergarten - Grade 6 who attend non-Catholic 
schools.  Parish staff and catechists (parishioners who 
volunteer to teach) work with the families of these 
children to help the children understand their faith and to 
develop their personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  
PSR meets on Sunday mornings in the SRW school 
building, October – May. There is also a homeschool/
online option. 
 
Registration is open until Tuesday, September 6, 2022. 
Sign up via the parish website, or for more information, 

contact Anney Roach: aroach@srweuclid.cc / 

216.731.1515, x248. 

mailto:aroach@srweuclid.cc


ACTIVITIES AT SJOC CAMPUS 

Monday:  
• Sacred Scripture Study: 6:30 pm, Room 8 

• Men of Praise:  8:00 pm, Room 8 

• Calls of Love Ministry:  Every 3rd Monday, 6:30 
pm—8:00 pm, Parish Office 

Tuesday:  
• Lectio Divina Bible Study:  9:30 am, Room 8 

• Legion of Mary:  5:15 pm, Room 8 

• Faith by Fire:  every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 
pm, by the outdoor firepit . 

Wednesday:  
• Community Meal:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the 

month 5:00 pm 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 7:00 pm 

Thursday: 
• Family in Christ Jesus:  Every 1st Thursday of the 

month, 8:00 pm, Gym 

• Spiritual Life & Evangelization Ministry:  Every 2nd 
Thursday of the month, 7:15 pm-- 8:30 pm, Room 8 

Friday:  
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 8:00 pm, Room 8  

• Young Adult Ministry, Every 3rd Friday of the 
month, 7:00 pm 

Saturday:  
• Men’s Prayer Group: every 2nd & 4th Saturdays of 

the  month, 7:30 am, Room 10  
• Fire on the Hill Ministry every 3rd Saturday of the 

Month, 9:00 am, Room 8 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 

Our second reading this Sunday talks a lot about discipline.  We 
are asked to refrain from disdaining the discipline of the Lord and 

to accept that there is no one who escapes discipline.  In our modern 
use of the word discipline, this can seem like a harsh teaching since 
being disciplined in modern terms means to be in trouble or to be 

reprimanded.  However, when we look at the etymology of the word 
discipline, we see that it is used in Scripture in a different 

way.  Essentially, to be disciplined is to be taught and to be a 
disciple is to be a student.  Being a student at the feet of God the 

teacher is a very different image than that of being reprimanded for 
doing something wrong.  So, our second reading really means that 

we will spend our entire lives learning and that we should not try to 
escape this process because we cannot.  It also tells us that our 

learning may involve difficulty, trials, and discouragement, but 
that we will experience the “peaceful fruit of righteousness” if we 

remember our position as students being taught by the Lord.  I find 
it to be encouraging when I think about the struggles that I face in 
trying to be holier or more virtuous.  This passage shows me that I 
will never have that part of my journey “figured out” until death 

and that I should not get discouraged by this reality.  This week, if 
you find yourself becoming discouraged in your spiritual life or 

suffering, reflect on your position as student before the teacher and 
how this might change your perspective. 

 
 

                            Eucharistic Procession 

 
 

 
 
Legion of Mary of the Diocese of Cleveland invites 
you to a traditional Eucharistic Procession on 
Saturday, September 3, 2022 beginning with Holy 
Mass at 11am at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in Cleveland.  The event consists of Holy 
Mass celebrated by Fr. Kevin Estabrook, Legion of 
Mary Spiritual Director, a procession through the 
streets of downtown Cleveland while singing hymns 
in honor of our Eucharistic Lord Jesus and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and a return to the Cathedral 
for the recitation of the Rosary and closing prayers. 
RSVP is not required and all are welcome to attend. 
Worship Aid is provided.  For more information 
please email 
contact@legionofmarynorthernohio.org  or https://
www.facebook.com/legionofmarynorthernohio/ . 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Family of  

JOSEPH FORMICK 

May they know the peace and comfort of 
God’s love and find strength in the 

support of friends, family and our parish 
community. 

mailto:contact@legionofmarynorthernohio.org
https://www.facebook.com/legionofmarynorthernohio/
https://www.facebook.com/legionofmarynorthernohio/


Monday, August 22 
  8:30 AM  † Adolph Rot (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, August 23 
  6:30 PM † Brian Wessels (JB) 

Wednesday, August 24 
  8:30 AM † Lorito Charles Lazarony (JL) 

Thursday, August 25 
  6:30 PM † Mary Reigert (JL/TS) 

Friday, August 26 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, August 27 
  4:00 PM † Mary, Joseph and Nancy Radachy (TK/TS-P) 

Sunday, August 28 
  7:45 AM † John and Mary Raycher (JB/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM† John Berkopec (JL/TS-P)  

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Gerald Scarniench; Helen Herman            
Fr. Edward Mehok 

Our Financial Stewardship  
 
8/14/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$3,320.00 
8/14/2022 Maintenance………………………...$1,241.00 
Faith Direct*  End of July Giving………………....$4,774.00 
Faith Direct* End of July Maintenance...…….……$   651.00 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 
City __________________________Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email________________________________________ 



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  

 

O, Dear St. Jude, in our country’s time of need, 
help to bring protection to our homeland and 

peace to our world. 
 

St. Jude, St. of Hope 
Pray for Us! 


