
September 11, 2022                                              24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults OCIA 
(fka RCIA) 

 
“Our faith is nothing without this personal encounter with God. And how does one do such a 
thing? In prayer, yes. By going to church, yes. But more important than either of those things: 
by allowing ourselves to encounter the God in one another.” Pope Francis, Joy of the 
Gospel. 

 
OCIA is an encounter with God-discovering, true love, true peace, true wisdom, and eternal life.  The journey begins 
with the Sacred Scriptures and Sacred Traditions of Jesus Christ, which we continue to celebrate in this present age, as 
Jesus instructed St. Peter and the apostles to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”  Matt 28:19. 
 
This journey will lead to a Spirit-filled self-discovery and ongoing pilgrimage, heading towards being in full communion 
with Jesus and His Church by receiving the Sacraments of Initiation of Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist (Holy 
Communion).  The individuals on this journey are called catechumens. 
 
This rite is also open to people who are already followers of Jesus Christ and have been baptized and are seeking to be in 
full communion with the Catholic Church.  These individuals are called candidates. 
 
There are three aspects of the OCIA formation process, Liturgical formation ( Liturgy is public worship – the work 
of Christ and that of the Church, the Body of Christ), Catechetical formation, ( the deposit of our Faith though 
Sacred Scripture and Tradition) and Pastoral formation.( using the gifts God has given and applying these gifts to 
bring God’s love to the world we live in.) 
 
Our inquiry sessions for Rite of Christian Initiation will begin in the next couple of weeks.  Do you know someone who s 
is searching for a deeper relationship with God, a sense of belonging in a faith community, or a greater fulfilment of their 
life’s mission.  Please contact the parish office (216-289-0770) or Deacon Tom at deacontom@sjceuclid.com to start the 
next chapter of your life. 
 

Dc. Tom Shetina 

COMING SOON:       WOMEN OF GRACE® FOUNDATIONAL STUDY 
 

Is a “journey of discovery and transformation as you explore the great call and gift of your 
femininity.” 
Women join together to meet two women saints, receive wisdom from Holy Mother 
Church, unpack Holy Scripture, and discover how the Blessed Virgin Mary is our model 
of “discipleship and the pathway to her Son, Jesus Christ, and the heart of the Father”.  
There will be an informational meeting on September 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church. 

 
The 10-week journey begins Tuesday, November 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sacred Heart Chapel of St John of 
the Cross Church.  (No meeting will take place the week of Thanksgiving and during the Christmas 

Holiday.)  For questions, call Nancy Powell at 216-401-3605 or send an email at powell7028@att.net 

mailto:powell7028@att.net


Fun, Faith and Fellowship By The 
Fire! 

Join us at monthly meeting of  Faith by the Fire 
on Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00 pm by the 
firepit  in the back yard at St. John of the 
Cross.  Our discussion leader will be Father 
Michael McCandless, Director of the 

Diocese Vocation Office.  Father Michael will speak 
about Pope Francis’ encyclical Evangelii Gaudium. The 
focus will be “Talk to Strangers: Adult Ways to Share the 
Faith” a four-step process with encounter, 

accompaniment, community and sending. 

Feel free to invite your friends.  Bring your own beverage 
and a snack and your favorite lawn chair (we’ll have some 
chairs if you forget yours).  Please join us, enjoy the 
conversation and be ready to pray to Jesus for a new 
neighbor you may meet at Fun, Faith and Fellowship By 
The Fire.  
 
St, John of the Cross, 140 Richmond Road, Euclid . For 
more information call the parish office at 216-289-0770. 

SRW/SJC Wednesday Morning Book Club  
The next SRW/SJC Wednesday Morning Book Club will 
meet on September 21st at 10:00AM in the SRW Parish 
Office Building when we will discuss Braving the Thin 
Places: Celtic Wisdom to Create a Space for Grace.  

Author Julianne Stanz writes: 
“A “thin place” is where God’s grace is waiting to 
happen. 
Your thin place might be an important threshold, a 
soul friendship, a fresh chapter in your own life 
story, a painful secret or fear, or a time of 
hardship. Whatever the circumstance, a thin place 
is where God and humanity meet in a mysterious 
way. These moments open us to places of rawness 
and beauty. When we enter into a thin place, 
something seems to break open inside us, and 
words are inadequate to describe what we are 
experiencing. In these moments, we feel a sense 
of breakthrough as we break free of the ordinary 
and experience the extraordinary amid our daily 
lives.” 

Drawing on her Irish-Celtic heritage, Julianne Stanz 
helps us explore those times and holy places of 
transformation. Inspired by faith and guided by spiritual 
practices, we can experience each thin place as a point 
of departure on a sacred journey to a truer 
understanding of who we are meant to be.                                                                    

                            (From Amazon.com) 

Luke Brown’s Reflection 

             September 11, 2022 
 

(This week’s reflection is a guest submission by Lauren 
Loboda.  Lauren is a life-coach who specializes in working 
with marriage, pregnancy, and parenting.  Find out more 
about her at lifecoachmama.com) 

We all have times in our lives when we are like the 
Prodigal Son. We all want what we want, and we want it 
now. We focus on ourselves and then find ourselves lost, 
alone and unfulfilled. Yet, Jesus reminds us in this story 
that the Father gives us all we need. We do not need to focus 
on, “me, me, me.”  The more we give, the more we receive. It 
is the great paradox of Christianity. 

In this critical time in history, we are all being asked to 
give. With the overruling of Roe v. Wade there are bound to 
be many more women in crisis pregnancies. This is the time 
to give. We are being asked to pray, reach out, speak out, 
volunteer, and donate. We cannot do it all, but we can do 
something. We might be tempted to think if we give then 
there will not be enough for us. If we give of our time or 
money, will we have enough for ourselves? Or maybe we are 
worried about our reputation.  If we post something pro-life 
on social media or stand up for life in a conversation at 
work, then will we lose friends or lose social status? 

It might encourage us to look back on the Catholic and 
Christian heroes of the past crises in American history. We 
honor and revere those who stood up against slavery. We 
admire those who fought against the injustice of segregation 
in the South. How will the future generations look back on 
us? Will they read about how we stepped in, helped out, and 
stood up?  Will we be known as the generation that defended 
the defenseless? How are you fighting for life? 

This week, consider praying about the unique and 

individual way that Christ may be calling you to be actively 

pro-life in your community.  If you are looking for a way to 

get involved, please consider checking out our pregnancy 

ministry at www.crisispregnancysupport.com where we hope 

to bring Christ to vulnerable women in crisis. 

http://lifecoachmama.com/
http://www.crisispregnancysupport.com/


ACTIVITIES AT SJOC CAMPUS 

Monday:  
• Sacred Scripture Study: 6:30 pm, Room 8 

• Men of Praise:  8:00 pm, Room 8 

• Calls of Love Ministry:  Every 3rd Monday, 6:30 
pm—8:00 pm, Parish Office 

Tuesday:  
• Lectio Divina Bible Study:  9:30 am, Room 8 

• Legion of Mary:  5:15 pm, Room 8 

• Faith by Fire:  every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 
pm, by the outdoor firepit . 

Wednesday:  
• Community Meal:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the 

month 5:00 pm 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 7:00 pm 

Thursday: 
• Family in Christ Jesus:  Every 1st Thursday of the 

month, 8:00 pm, Gym 

• Spiritual Life & Evangelization Ministry:  Every 2nd 
Thursday of the month, 7:15 pm-- 8:30 pm, Room 8 

Friday:  
• Alcoholics Anonymous: 8:00 pm, Room 8  

• Young Adult Ministry, Every 3rd Friday of the 
month, 7:00 pm 

Saturday:  
• Men’s Prayer Group: every 2nd & 4th Saturdays of 

the  month, 7:30 am, Room 10  
• Fire on the Hill Ministry every 3rd Saturday of the 

Month, 9:00 am, Room 8 

Guardian Angels Early Learning 
Center (GAELC) 

After a long break due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Guardian Angels Early Learning Center is excited to 
welcome visitors back into our building this school year!  In 
support of our curriculum studies for the year, we are 
currently seeking adults to speak with our classes, lead an 
activity, or read a book related to the topics below.  If you 
or someone you know has a job/talent/hobby that relates to 
one of these topics, and you would be willing to visit with 
us, please contact Molly Lorek, GAELC Director, at 
mlorek@srwschool.cc.  

This is a very small list of some possibilities, if you have 
another job/talent/hobby that fits into these studies, we 
would love to hear from you! 

Tree Study: farmer, plant nursery caretaker, naturalist, 
gardener, park ranger, nature photographer, tree 
trimmer, firefighter, landscaper, arborist, groundskeeper 

Clothing Study: designer, model, quilter, clothing store 
associate, hair stylist, costume designer, fashion 
journalist, makeup artist, pattern maker, textile 
designer, sketch artist 

Buildings Study: architect, construction worker, 
bricklayer, carpenter, demolition crew, electrician, 
plumber, painter, wood worker, metal worker, 
mechanic 

Reduce/Reuse/Recycle Study: thrift store employee, 
organic gardener, composter, upcycled material worker, 
bee keeper, repairman, recycling center worker 

Simple Machine Study: builder, construction worker, 
scientist, baker, playground installer, computer builder, 
appliance salesperson, production worker, machine 
operator, mechanic. 

If you are interested in hearing about other ways that you 
can volunteer in the Early Learning Center, please contact 
me and I would be happy to discuss our current options 
with you.  

Lastly, we are in need of a few extra hands to help in the 
afternoons in a few of our classrooms. If you or someone 
you know is interested in 
employment at the Early 
Learning Center, please call 
the GAELC office at 216-
331-5080. 
 

Molly Lorek 

GAELC Director 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Family of 

Karl Rudl 

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s 

love and find strength in the support of friends, 

family and our parish community. 

Zelie’s Home 
Announcement 

Zelie’s Home for homeless pregnant women and babies 

is looking for women to serve our residents. We hire in 

partnership with NDMVA, AmeriCorps, and offer a 

stipend and benefits. Part-time and Full-time positions 

are available and paid hours include weeknights, 

weekends, and overnights. More info at 

zelieshome.org/americorps   

mailto:mlorek@srwschool.cc


Monday, September 12 
  8:30 AM  † Ray Polantz (JL/TS-P)` 

Tuesday, September 13 
  6:30 PM † Merlin Boellner (JB) 

Wednesday, September 14 
  8:30 AM † Bruno Kotarski  (JL) 

Thursday, September 15 
  6:30 PM † Katy Berquist (JL/TS-P) 

Friday, September 16 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, September 17 
  4:00 PM † Frank Parsons  (JB/TS-P) 

Sunday, September 18 
  7:45 AM † Joseph Cah and Family (TK/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM† Margaret Berkopec (JL/TS-P)  

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman Fr. Edward Mehok, and 
all those who are ill in any way. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
 
9/4/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$2,403.50 
9/4/2022 Maintenance………………………...$   778.00 
Faith Direct*  First of   Giving……………..$ 
Faith Direct* First of Maintenance….......……$ 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

 
If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 
City __________________________Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email________________________________________ 



ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  

 

 
 
 
 

From September 28 – November 6 you are invited to join 
with other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You are also 
invited to stand and peacefully pray anytime between 7 am 
to 7 pm during the 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way 
outside Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, Cleveland, 44120 
or Planned Parenthood - 25350 Rockside Rd, Bedford 
Hts, 44146, or Family Planning – 54 South State St, 
Painesville, 44077. 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at St. John Vianney on 
Monday, September 26 at 7pm. Our Keynote Speaker is 
Peter Range. Please contact John Noall at 
clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 216-245-9744 for 
more information. 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 
 

Thank you - John Noall - Campaign Director - 40 Days for 
Life  

Cleveland – Painesville – Bedford Hts 

ROSARY FOR PEACE  
Every Sunday Before the 10:15 AM Mass 

          Our Blessed Mother specifically asked the children of 
Fatima and the world to pray the Rosary every day. On 
June 13, 1917, she said: “Say the Rosary every day, to 
bring peace to the world and the end of the war.” 
          It is imperative that we heed our Blessed Mother’s 
request to pray for peace for our country and our nation. 
         Please join members of the Legion of Mary every 

Sunday, beginning March 27, at 9:45 a.m. in the Sacred 

Heart Chapel to pray the rosary before mass. 

mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland

