
November 6, 2022                                              32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Ss. Robert & William and St. John of the Cross Parishioners, 

          Over the last several months, our Reimagining Catholic Schools Committee has been 
working diligently on strategic planning for the future of education. During this time, I have 
been sharing plans with you about a school transformation for Ss. Robert & William.  I would 
like to thank you for all your support, heartfelt sharing, and encouragement.  Each day I feel 
immense pride and am humbled to serve in partnership with you for the benefit of our parishes 
and school community.  Your goodness and commitment to our children are a true inspiration 
to me.   
          At this time, I would like to share with you the following decisions that will help to set 
our course forward in bringing this school transformation to a reality over the next few years: 

 Our school will remain on one campus.  We will continue to have our Early Learning Center and grades K – 8 at Ss. 
Robert & William.  Grades 7 & 8 will be distinguished as a preparatory school.  Our goal will be to find opportunities 
to give our older students more of a middle school/junior high experience as they prepare for high school.  We will 
work to be creative with our space and try our best to live within the space we have.  In the coming years, we will 
look to finish the gym project we started in 2018 and to add other learning spaces.  There is much more to study and 
consider on this, but it will remain in our long-term plans. 

 There will not be a school name change.  We will remain Ss. Robert & William Catholic School but will distinguish 
grades 7 & 8 as a preparatory school, with more details of this to follow. 

 Our mission statement will be:  Where Saints and Scholars are formed to Know, Love and Serve Jesus Christ.   

 In partnership with Catholic Charities, we will work to open a Family Wellness Center at the former St. John of the 
Cross School.  This center will offer many wrap-around services and outreach programs to serve infants through 
seniors and will be available to all our parish and school families.  The Family Wellness Center will be called Good 
Shepherd Family Center.   

 We are very excited to share that we have received a $100,000 donation to build a greenhouse and outdoor classroom 
on the SRW campus.  Our 5th and 6th graders will be collaborating with a team of industry partners to design these 
projects.  We hope to start construction next summer.  This will greatly enhance our children’s learning 
opportunities.   

 Over the next two years, we will work to become an inter-parochial school between Ss. Robert & William and St. 
John of the Cross.  A Board of Directors will work with a President & Principal team to lead the school.   

 I am very excited to announce that for the 2023 – 2024 school year, Mrs. Teja Novak will become our Vice Principal 
of Academics and Mrs. Kat Chamberlin will become our Vice Principal of Students.  As excellent educators and 
professionals, they will work in close collaboration with Mrs. Martha Dodd and myself to offer a solid administrative 
leadership team that will focus on the “whole student.”  I am also pleased to share that Mrs. Melissa Azzano will 
become our new STREAM/CSI teacher.  Her creativity and hands-on approach to learning will continue to challenge 
our students and encourage innovation and problem-solving. 

 Included in this bulletin is a summary of the survey results and the initiatives that we will be working on in the coming 
years.  Our belief is we are in a unique position to transform education, specifically Catholic Education, using the 
SOLID FOUNDATION we have at our school.   

 



MAKE UP 
   PHOTO SESSION 

   SCHEDULING 
 
We will be having a make-up photo 
date on Tuesday, November 29, 

2022 between 2 pm and 8 pm.  So, if you missed 
scheduling your photo during our last sessions, you can 
schedule online.  Simply go to www.ucdir.com, click 
on photography appointment scheduling login on the right 
side, enter oh2592 in the Church Code field and enter 
photos in the Church Password field.  Follow the 
prompts to schedule your family’s appointment time.  If 
you have 6 or more in your family please use 2 consecutive 
time slots.   

Please note:  this will be the last date to schedule. 

         After consultation with many stakeholders and advisors, and much prayer and discernment, I believe this is the best 
course moving forward.  It allows us to focus on the students and families, use both the SRW and SJC campuses well, 
remain fiscally responsible, and focus less on the externals and more on the internals. More importantly, I believe that it 
will allow us to continue to offer an excellent Catholic Education and expand our outreach into the community by offering 
many services that people in our area need.   

          There are many details to work out, but I want to focus on moving this forward and being as transparent as possible. 
Thank you for being a true blessing to our communities.  

Peace, 
Fr. John 

Grow in your awareness of “Who do you say I 
am?” 

How am I presently seeking to deepen my 
relationship with Jesus? 

http://www.ucdir.com
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November 6, 2022 — Luke  Brown, LPCC 

In this week’s second reading, St. Paul tells us that nothing will separate us from the love of Christ.  Although our sin may cut us off 
temporarily from sanctifying grace, it can always be regained through an honest and authentic reception of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  Often, I hear people say that they are not deserving of God’s love because of their sinfulness.  While none of us deserve 
God’s love, it is granted to all of us as a gift.  I often meet people who believe that their sin is “different” and “worse” than the sins of 

their neighbor and thus feel worthless, inferior, and despairing.  While there are different levels of sin and some are worse than others, 
we cannot get trapped in the mindset that our sins cannot be forgiven or that we are somehow special or unique in our sinfulness.  If we 
do this, we are really doubting the amount of God’s love, which we know to be infinite and without limit.  This is simply pride revisited 

in a different form and is the opposite of humility since we are implying that our sins are so grand and severe that even God cannot 
forgive us.  Sins of any kind are a drop in the ocean compared to God’s love, mercy, and grace.  If you believe you are a sinner, you are 
correct.  However, take heart in God’s love and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation whenever you feel as if you have sinned.  After 

you do, commit to being better, pray more, forget about your sins, and move on.  If you do this regularly, I wager that your mental 
health will improve! 



 
 
 
 

As we wrap up our tree study in the Guardian Angels Early 
Learning Center, we are exploring fall, Halloween, All Souls 
Day, and the changing seasons. Below are a few lessons our 
students have participated in over the past few weeks. We 
love when our teachers think outside of the box, tie faith in 
to our academic curriculum, and discuss real world 
applications with our students. 
The preschool students have been discussing and exploring 
all things Halloween. For religion class, the students learned 
about the holy Trinity. Staff taught the students how the 
Trinity is three parts in one. To help the students understand 
this lesson, the teachers had children paint pictures of candy 
corn, and explained that the three colors represent the three 
aspects of the holy trinity. 
Our toddler angels have enjoyed the last of the warm 
weather by taking walks around our campus. They love 
looking at the beautiful fall decorations outside of the 
church! They also participated in a nature walk, collecting 
items that are related to trees. On the SRW grounds, we 
were able to collect sticks, leaves , bark, acorns, crab apples, 
and pinecones. We used these items to create art projects. 
Students also practiced using descriptive language to talk 
about the items we found. 
We will be shifting to our clothing study in the next few 
weeks. As part of the study, we are looking for donations of 
gently, used, children’s clothes, coats, and shoes. If you are 
looking to clean out your closets as the seasons change, these 
items can be dropped off to the Early Learning Center 
during the week of November 14. These items will be 
included in our clothing swap, and donated to Birthright on 
November 19. 
 
Growing with you in Faith, 

Mrs. Molly Lorek 
GAELC Director 

GUARDIAN ANGELS EARLY  
LEARNING CENTER 



Our Financial Stewardship  
 
10/30/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$2,340.00 
10/30/2022 Maintenance………………………...$   630.00 
Faith Direct* Giving..….…..…...$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance.…..…$ 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Monday, November 7 

  8:30 AM † Joan and Gene Donnelly (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, November 8 (JB) 

  6:30 PM † Eileen Markusic (JB) 

Wednesday, November 9 

  8:30 AM † Evelyn Campus (JL) 

Thursday, November 10 
  6:30 PM † Nancy Suhy (JL/TS-P) 

Friday, November 11 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, November 12 
  4:00 PM † Louis & Rita Otis, Memory of 

Anniversary (TK/TS-P) 

Sunday, November 13 

  7:45 AM † Vinko and Angela Kaplan (JL/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM† Shepard Family (TK) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok,, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. Skvasik, Judy 
Schmidt, and all those who are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please 
complete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send 
it to the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 
you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


