
November 20, 2022                          Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving Week!  While this is an “American” holiday, it is truly a wonderful Catholic 
notion to give thanks for all the many blessings that God has bestowed upon us.  Both SRW and 
SJC have a Mass scheduled at 9 am this Thursday (Thanksgiving) and we will be offering this 
Mass in Thanksgiving for all the many blessing we have received as a parish community.  I hope 
you can attend and start your day with Mass.  In this season of gratefulness, know that I give such 
praise and thanks for being able to serve as your pastor.   
 
I read an article the other day about someone proposing a COVID amnesty statement of sorts.  
While I did not get many details, I got the sense it was a political motivation and probably not the greatest of intentions.  
For me, it got me thinking of all of the broken relationships and hurt feelings within families, within communities, within 
parishes and schools, within workplaces, etc.  We all know that COVID is very real.  I am sure for many years to come 
we will debate within various circles the approach and beliefs we had during the pandemic and continue to have moving 
forward.  Moreover the current political unrest, the continued extremes in how to bring an end to various racial and 
ethnic struggles, the overturning of Roe v Wade, etc. — these issues, while all very real, are very worthy of our attention 
and our seeking of solutions.  However, there is no denying that sharp division in our human race.   
 
For us as Catholic Christians as followers of Jesus, I invite us to reflect on broken relationships and the hurt that has been 
caused.  How we can get past that and focus on forgiveness and healing?  I believe for all of us, starting with me, we will 
have to let our ego and pride go and focus on humility.  I often think that too many times we associate forgiveness and 
healing as suggesting that the person that we are seeking to reconcile with was right and we were wrong.  Reconciliation 
in the Christian context is never about that, but it is about healing and restoration of relationships.  On November 13, the 
Gospel had these lines in it: 
 

"Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name. 
It will lead to your giving testimony... You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, 
and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but 
not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives." 

 
I am suggesting that as we enter this holiday season that we seek and “secure our lives by perseverance” and that we reflect 
in our own individual lives if there are relationships that are in need of healing and reconciliation.  Let the past be the past 
and focus on how you can love the person, the person created in the likeness and image of God.  I encourage you to seek 
to find middle ground with people.  Try to focus on what you can agree on and focus on what is right and good about each 
person.  Above all seek to love each person.  Christ calls us to love everyone, that does not mean we have to like and/or 
agree with people or even say what they do is okay.  But, we can reverence each human being the way Christ is calling us 
to.  This is not easy, but certainly worth the pursuit.   
 
Make it an AWESOME holiday week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

 



The Saint John of the Cross Campus is a place of 
tranquility, a place of contemplation and a place of 
worship.  All are welcomed to come and pray and 
contemplate the words of Jesus  “Who do you say that I 
am. (Matthew 16:15).   

The Divine presence of our Lord and Savior is abundant 
in natures landscape and especially when we celebrate the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist at the 7:45 am Sunday Mass in 
the outdoor shrine at Saint John of the Cross. From 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. 

If you have attended the 7:45 am Mass, you are aware 
that the rising sun from the east shines brightly and 
warmly on the altar and the center benches facing the 
altar.  As beautiful as the rising sun is, it can also be 
blinding to the people sitting in the center of the shrine 
and on a morning that is extremely hot, some form of 
shade would be welcomed.  
The remedy to this scenario, is an installation of a shade 
sail protecting the center section of benches. Our goal is 
to raise $15,000 to pay for the installation of the shade 
sail.  

Donations received during We Give Catholic 2022 will 

help pay for the purchase and installation of the shade sail. 

Please consider donating on or before Tuesday November 

29,2022    Go to SJC  

https://www.wegivecatholic.org/organization/ 

saint-john-of-the-cross 

Grow in your awareness of                           
“Who do you say I am?” 

Describe How Jesus is Compassionate? 

The staff at the Guardian Angels Early Learning Center are 
constantly developing our curriculum and classroom set-up in 
order to meet the needs of our students. 
 
After many families vocalized stressors related to regulating 
behavior and emotions after Halloween, Miss Roberts and Mrs. 
Lorek planned a "Sensory Exploration Day" for the Toddlers.  
Due to the success of this activity, it was expanded to a full-
building project this year! 
 
Each classroom, infants through preschool, engaged in 
activities that used each of their senses. This allowed students a 
quiet, calm environment and assisted them with "checking in" 
on how their body was feeling.  
 
Many of the activities planned this year are easy to replicate at 
home and were exciting, engaging, and interesting for our 
students.  Some of our favorite activities are listed below. 
Touch: shaving cream spread on the tables, touch boards of 
different types of fabrics, frozen water beads, painting with feet 
Smell: Scented rice, scented playdough, "guess the smell" 
game 
Sight: disco lights, flashlights with colored filters, projected 
images on the ceilings 
Hearing: "guess the sound" shakers, exploration of different 
types of instruments, using household items to create sounds 
Taste: donuts and juice provided by Fr. John! 
 
Looking for a way to support GAELC this holiday season? 
Visit www.srwschool.cc/early-learning-center/giving.cfm for 
information on our classroom wish lists! 
 
Growing with you in faith, 
Mrs. Molly Lorek, GAELC Director 

https://www.wegivecatholic.org/organization/saint-john-of-the-cross
https://www.wegivecatholic.org/organization/saint-john-of-the-cross
http://www.srwschool.cc/early-learning-center/giving.cfm


Liturgical Tribute Fund 

All money that is donated to this fund in memory of a loved 

one or friend, or a special occasion will be used to purchase 

items utilized in our worship and help us to do all that we can 

to assure that we have what we need to worship reverently 

and well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our 
Liturgical Tribute Fund… 
 

Betty Guhde…..……………Theresa Guhde 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
November 20, 2022 

 
I will never forget what one of my professors in graduate school 

said, “If we measure in small enough increments, everyone is getting 
better.” He was referring to clients attending counseling services and 
how slow progress can be at times.  Now that I am out of graduate 

school and in the field, I see what he means. It is easy to get 
frustrated with ourselves and with others when we do not see the 

results that we desire or expect. We likely all know people where a 
change seemed to happen overnight, but it is important to remember 
that this is not the norm.  When we are struggling with something 

such as depression, anxiety, or addiction, it is important to 
remember that these problems have sometimes been present for years 
or even decades.  Imagine for a moment that you have been a front 
desk receptionist at a hospital for thirty years and the boss says to 
you, “Congratulations, you’ve been promoted to brain surgeon. 

Your first surgery is in twenty minutes.” The decades you have spent 
as a receptionist have made you very proficient at thinking, acting, 
and behaving in a certain way, but you are not prepared at all for 
brain surgery. It would take a lot of practice, education, and effort 

to move into that position and the same is true for our mental 
health.  Years of self-defeating thoughts, worry, and stress have 

shaped us and changing things up will be difficult. It is easy to get 
discouraged when we do not make those changes overnight or we are 
not a brain surgeon after a week, but it is important to be patient 

with ourselves.  If we keep pursuing Christ and are working to 
improve our mental health, we will always be able to see progress, 

no matter how small, if we look closely enough. 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 

 

MAKE UP 
   PHOTO SESSION 

   SCHEDULING 
We will be having a make-up photo date on 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022 between 2 pm 

and 8 pm.  So, if you missed scheduling your photo during 
our last sessions, you can schedule online.  Simply go to 
www.ucdir.com, click on photography appointment 
scheduling login on the right side, enter oh2592 in the 
Church Code field and enter photos in the Church 
Password field.  Follow the prompts to schedule your 
family’s appointment time.  If you have 6 or more in your 
family please use 2 consecutive time slots.   

Please note:  this will be the last date to schedule. 

http://www.ucdir.com


Our Financial Stewardship  
 
11/13/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$2, 475.50 
11/13/2022 Maintenance………………………...$   995.00 
Faith Direct*  End of October Giving..……….…...$4,814.00 
Faith Direct* End of October Maintenance.……..…$    421.00 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Monday, November  21 
  8:30 AM † Paul Karbowski (JB/TS-P) 

Tuesday, November 22 
  6:30 PM † Louis & Rita Otis, Anniversary (JB) 

Wednesday, November 23 

  8:30 AM † John Malovasic (JL) 

Thursday, November 24 
  9:00 AM — For the Nation (JL/TS) 

Friday, November 25 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, November 26 
  4:00 PM † Sophie Duda (JL/TS)) 

Sunday, November 27 
  7:45 AM † John and Virginia Freas (TK/TS) 
 10:15 AM† Rose Tepley  (JB/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. Skvasik, Judy 
Schmidt, and all those who are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please 
complete this form and drop it in the collection basket or send 
it to the Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact 
you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


