
December 4, 2022                                                           Second Sunday of Advent 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Happy Second Week of Advent!  I hope the first week of your Advent journey went well.  As we 
are on this Advent journey, I hope and pray that you can reflect on “Who Do You Say That I Am”, 
our yearly reflection.  I think Advent is a good time to reevaluate this question.  During this time 
leading up to Christmas, our thoughts about Jesus shift to the vulnerable infant that he was. His 
humble birth in a manger and all the struggles that come with taking care of a newborn baby.  

 

As the church goes through Liturgical seasons, so there are in our own lives.  When we think 
about who Jesus is, it can vary from season to season depending on what's happening in our lives. 
When we are struggling, Jesus can be the friend that we lean on.  When we are doing well, Jesus can be the guiding 
teacher keeping us on the right path.  No matter where we are in our journey we can grow closer.  With that, we all can 
ask ourselves these questions:  Is He the center of all that you do?  Is prayer and conversation with Him an important part 
of every day of your life?   Are we honoring God  with our actions? 

 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Mother Mary is this Thursday, December 8.  It is the feast in 
which we celebrate and honor that Mary was born without Original Sin.  She was born pure and perfect so that from her 
womb, our savior Jesus Christ could be born and become Man.  This is a Holy Day and does oblige Mass attendance.  We 
will have Masses on Thursday, December 8 at 8:30 am and 6:30 pm.  

 

Other events during the Advent season are  December 9 at 6:30 pm SJC/ SRW Christmas Party  in the SJC Community 
Center; December 12 at 6:30pm a Communal Penance Service at SRW; and Sunday December 18 at 10:00 am Breakfast 
with Santa here at the SJC Community Center.  

 

 Make it a great Second week of Advent!   See you in Church.  

 

Peace,  

Fr. John  



SRW/SJC 55 and Over  
An Artistic Tour  of the Life of Christ  

at the  Cleveland Museum of Art 

Originally scheduled for July has been rescheduled for  
Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Leaving Ss. Robert and 9:30AM – Returning at 1:30PM 
 

$15.00 per Person for Transportation 
 

for those who were not registered for the July 
tour 

Checks should be made payable to Ss. Robert & 
William Parish 

 
See Ten Works of Art 

Call 216-731-1515 for reservations. 
Tour is limited to 20 participants.   

 
Includes time for lunch and exploring the museum 

on your own. 
 

Please Note: 
Some walking will be required on this tour. 
Small canvas stools will be available to use as we 
move around the museum. The Coat Check is 
currently closed so it is recommended that large 
bags and any  unnecessary items be left at home. 

Grow in your awareness of  
“Who do you say I am?” 

WHAT KIND OF KING IS JESUS? 

The students at the Guardian Angels 
Early Learning Center have 
officially wrapped up their studies 
on Trees and are moving onto our 
next curriculum study, Clothing. 
We kicked-off the start of our 
Clothing 

Study with a pajama day, 
which was very exciting for 
our students (and our staff, 
too)! 
 
We are also preparing for the 
Advent and Christmas Season 
in several ways.  The students have been hard at work 
practicing for our Christmas concert.  This event is open 
to the public, so I hope you will join us!  This year our 
concert will be held at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 
15, in the Church.  
 
We are also beginning our annual Advent Service 
Project.  Our staff has selected the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities as the recipient of our service project 
this year.  This Advent season, the SRW Guardian 
Angels Early Learning Center will be collecting tabs to 
benefit the Cleveland location of the Ronald McDonald 
House.  By collecting and recycling tabs, the Ronald 
McDonald House is able to provide meals and items for 
families, assistance in emergencies, and small gifts for 
children if they have a birthday while at the House. 
 
Tabs can come from anything with a metallic tab: energy 
drinks, soup, aluminum cans, etc.  There are designated 
donation containers in the SRW Church, Rectory, 
Elementary School, or Early Learning Center.  If you 
would like to make a monetary donation to this project, 
please contact me at mlorek@srwschool.cc for more 
information. 
 
Growing with you in Faith, 
Mrs. Molly Lorek, GAELC Director 

Our Parish Mission 

We are the Catholic Community of St. John of the Cross, 
established in 2009. Uniting the people of God as one 
family, we are rooted in, and empowered by, our 
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.  

 

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize our God 
given potential and challenge one another to share our 
giftedness, embrace our diversity, and engage in social 
outreach, service and education. In doing so, we seek to 
extend the reign of God in Euclid and the wider 
community 

mailto:mlorek@srwschool.cc


Luke Brown’s Reflection 
December 4, 2022 

 
The first week of Advent is already over!  As I have grown in my 
faith, I have started to think about Advent as being similar to 

Lent in a lot of ways.  Both involve waiting and preparing 
ourselves for God’s presence and mercy.  Many people dread 

Lent because on the surface it means giving things up, including 
meat on Fridays.  I grew up on a beef ranch- the selfish part of 

me really struggles to give that beef one up during 
Lent.  However, preparing our hearts for Christ cannot be 

reduced to simply giving things up in the same way we 
begrudgingly give up certain foods to lose weight or habits for 
our health.  If you are viewing your sacrifice of ice cream or 

Netflix as simply following some archaic practice or tradition 
the Church requires and not as a chance to pray more, love 

more, and focus on God more, you may want to reflect upon and 
revisit why we as Catholics participate in this practice.  The 

meaning behind the call to sacrifice is to rely entirely on 
Christ.  We sacrifice the base, finite, and lowly things of this 

world to make room for the coming of Christ into our hearts.  If 
you have not already, I would suggest reflecting on this message 
in relation to the season of Advent!  The more we make room for 
Christ in our hearts, the better our mental health is.  The more 
we base caring for our mental health on the infinite, eternal, 

and loving Christ and less on the base, finite, and fake promises 
this world offers, the more peaceful our hearts will be.  This 

week, consider praying about how you can improve your prayer 
life and mental health during this Advent season. 



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Our Financial Stewardship  
 
11/27/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$2,484.50 
11/27/2022 Maintenance………………………...$1,450.00 
Faith Direct*  Giving..……….…...$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance.……..…$   
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Monday, December 5 
  8:30 AM † Bernice Calabrese (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, December 6 
  6:30 PM † Joseph Jarc & Family (JB) 

Wednesday, December 7 
  8:30 AM † Mary and Donald Zimperman (JL) 

Thursday, December 8 
  8:30 AM For the People of the Parish (JL) 
  6:30 PM Rudy Meyeress (GB) 

Friday, December 9 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, December 10 
  4:00 PM † Nancy Suhy (TK/TS-P) 

Sunday, December 11 
  7:45 AM † Mary Holaus  (JB/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM† Marilyn Wagner(JL/TS-P) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Katie Musarra, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. 
Skvasik, Judy Schmidt, and all those who are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


