
December 11, 2022                                                           Third  Sunday of Advent 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 

 
Happy Third Week of Advent!  It is this weekend that we light the pink (or rose) candle and focus 
that Christmas is almost here.  The season of Advent is a season of anticipation and one that can 
give us much hope, joy, faith and love.  It is through the darkness that the light  of Christ will 
enter the world.  I encourage all of us to think of simple, yet profound, ways we can be a light to 
the world.    
 
Fr. Thom and I will be at Fr. Scott Goodfellow’s Installation as pastor of St. Patrick in Thompson 
and St. Mary in Chardon today, December 11.  I am very proud of Fr. Scott, who served here at 
SRW from 2014 to 2018.  It seems to be the norm now that pastors will have two parishes.  
When I became pastor of St. John of the Cross, I was the 15th pastor to have two parishes.  There are now over 30 pastors 
with two parishes.  Please lift up in your prayers that more young men would be willing come forward to serve as priests 
for our church.  We are very blessed here at SRW and SJC with having Fr. Thom, Fr. Loya and Fr. Bednar!   
 
Communal Penance is this Monday (December 12) at Ss. Robert & William at 6:30 pm.  Communal Penance is a form of 
the Sacrament that allows us to come together as a community to pray, sing, hear the Scriptures, communal examination 
of our conscience, and pray our prayer of sorrow together.  There will be a number of priests so there can be individual 
confessions, penance and absolution.  I really encourage you to make it a point to get to confession prior to Christmas.  
While we have a gracious and merciful God, He does ask us to approach Him in this Sacrament.  It is there you can 
receive the incredibly awesome mercy and love of God.   
 
One of the traditions that our LIFETEEN has done for many years is to have Donuts with Santa at SRW for the young 
children.  This year, I have asked the SJC Knights of Columbus to host a pancake breakfast at SJC.  It will be Sunday, 
December 18 after the 10:15 am Mass (start around 11:15/11:30 am) at the St. John of the Cross Gym.  Santa will be 
there and our LIFETEEEN will have lots of great activities for our young ones.  This is free and open to anyone.  Check 
elsewhere in the bulletin for more information.  Bring your kids, grandkids, nieces/nephews, neighbors and friends.   
 
Make it a great week.  See you in Church.   
 
Peace, 
Fr. John Betters 

Therefore, the Lord Himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel (Isaiah 
7:14).  Dear friends, let us come together for an 
evening of music and dance to celebrate the 
coming of Jesus Christ! Join us at the 
Christmas Concert on Wednesday, December 
21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  A 
reception will follow afterwards in our 
gathering space. I hope to see you there! 



Grow in your awareness of  
“Who do you say I am?” 

What does Jesus say about his coming  
again in glory? 

 Luke Brown’s Reflection 
December 11, 2022 

 
This week’s Gospel makes me think of how frequently our rigid 
expectations can damage our faith and mental health.  In the 

Gospel, it sounds to me like Jesus is addressing people who were 
likely taken aback by seeing John the Baptist dressed in a camel’s 
hair and eating locusts.  While these seem like strange behaviors, 
Jesus said there was no one greater than John the Baptist.  In this 

passage, people let their expectations get in the way of the 
holiness and beauty that was right before their eyes.  It reminds of 

when C.S. Lewis wrote, “Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, 
your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your senses.”  It is 

easy to miss what is in front of us when we have preconceived 
notions and expectations for how things or people are “supposed 

to be.”  We do this with others as well as when we look inward at 
ourselves.  We often apply “shoulds” to our thoughts, feelings, 
and desires.  However, we need to remember that God meets us 

where we are and that we are not only acceptable but desired and 
loved where we are.  It is a delicate balance of knowing that we 
are loved how and where we are in the present moment, but still 
in need of growing in holiness and virtue.  A young man once 

told me, “God loves us just as we are, but He loves us too much to 
let us stay there.”  When we forget this and are hard on ourselves 
or others because we had expectations for where we should be now 
and what we should have accomplished, we sow discouragement 

and despair.  If you find yourself being hard on others or yourself 
because of rigid expectations, consider reflecting on Christ’s words 

about John the Baptist in today’s Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24 
          Masses are at          4:00 pm 
            11:30 pm  Christmas Carols 
                                           12:00 Midnight Mass 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
           Mass is at:  10:15 am 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil 
(New Year’s Eve), Saturday, December 31 
           Mass is at:  4:00 pm 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mot her of God 
(New Year’s Day), Sunday, January 1 
           Mass is at 10:15 am 
 

Confessions: 
Thursday, December 22 — 7:00 pm 
Friday, December 23 — 10:00 am 



 
 

 
www.catholiccommunity.org/shepherd 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 
 
 

More than  

$29.9 Million 

has been paid 

toward the  

$51.4 million pledges 

To the campaign by 

13,023 donors 

 

In addition to supporting the seminary 

renovation, priest pension retirement 

fund, and education debt relief for 

newly ordained clergy, this campaign 

includes a share going back to parishes 

for local projects. $9.9 million has 

already been distributed to  parishes 

for local projects and needs. 

 

This progress is primarily thanks to the 

pastors and parishes across the 

Diocese, and to the generosity of the 

faithful who continue to “build for today 

and provide for tomorrow.” 

 

If this effort has not reached your 

parish and you would like to hear more 

information or to pledge your support, 

feel free to call 216-902-1300 to learn 

more or visit www.catholiccommunity. 

org/shepherd.  
 

  

HEART OF THE SHEPHERD IS A FAMILY AFFAIR FOR 
ERIN, TONY, AND THEIR SON, SEMINARIAN,  

ANTHONY DONATELLI 
        Anthony Donatelli, a third-year seminarian at St. Mary Seminar y, 
had an unexpected foreshadowing of his future this past May when he 
was sent to Gesu Parish to speak about Heart of the Shepherd 
campaign.  He expected to sit in the first pew, walk up to the 
microphone after Communion, and talk about the campaign, as he had 
before at other parishes. 
        “When I walked into the sacristy before Mass, the pastor asked 
me to serve and sit at his right side,” says Anthony.  He then 
discovered that about ten second-graders would receive First 
Communion at this Mass.  “Something was different; I felt the Holy 
Spirit moving through the pastor and the children .  Fat her Lucas 
invited me to  join him in receiving the gifts and distributing 
Communion.  The invitation was so powerful, like I was being 
immersed.  When it was time for me to talk about Heart of the 
Shepherd, I didn’t even look at my notes; I just spoke from a place of 
excitement and gratitude.  .There was so much love and support from 
the people?  I was invigorated in my vocation 

         
Anthony’s parents, Erin & Tony Donatelli, have been on board with Heart 
of the Shepherd since the campaign’s beginnings.  Tony served as a 
campaign cabinet member, and both supported the campaign at their 
parish, St. Mary Hudson.  “Of course, this campaign was near and dear to 
us with Anthony being in the seminary,” says Tony.  “But it was even more 
—  it was about knowing God, and loving and serving Him.  We have to 
support our shepherds, those from the past, those who preach and 
provide sacraments for us, and the shepherds of the future — seminarians 
like Anthony.  For the Church to continue, we need priests.” 
         Erin and Tony are amazed at the love and care the Catholics in the 
diocese have for the young men studying to be priests.  “It strikes a spot 
that  God has already placed in our hears about hope for the future,” says 
Erin.  “People recognize the beauty of this, and they responded.  The 
campaign represents the hope of the Church moving forward. 

http://www.catholiccommunity.org/shepherd


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Our Financial Stewardship  
 
11/27/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$2,484.50 
11/27/2022 Maintenance………………………...$1,450.00 
Faith Direct*  Giving..……….…...$ 
Faith Direct* Maintenance.……..…$   
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Monday, December 12 
  8:30 AM † Pauline Galyas (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, December 13 
  6:30 PM † Maria Nych (JB) 

Wednesday, December 14 
  8:30 AM † Bernice Calabrese (JL) 

Thursday, December 15 
  6:30 AM Antonietta & Gaudenzio Calabrese (JL/TS-P)) 

Friday, December 16 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, December 17 
  4:00 PM † Frank Parsons (JB/TS) 

Sunday, December 18 
  7:45 AM † Katy Berquist (TK/TS) 
 10:15 AM† Darlene Brokamp (JL/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Katie Musarra, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. 
Skvasik, Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt, and all those who 
are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


