
December 18, 2022                                                         Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy 4th Sunday of Advent!  This year is unique in that we get the full 4th week of Advent.  
Normally, this week is shorter because Christmas is during the week.  With Christmas on a 
Sunday, we get the entire week.  I encourage you to use this as an opportunity to continue your 
spiritual preparation for the celebration of the Incarnation, the reality that God loved us so much 
that He became man to save us.  One of the greatest gifts you can give yourself this season is to 
receive His Mercy, Grace and Love in the Sacrament of Penance (Confession).  Check elsewhere 
in the bulletin for the times.   
 
As we enter into this Sacred time, Christmas time, I encourage you to focus on several things: 

➢ The person of Jesus Christ.  As we, a parish community, reflect on the question, Who Do you Say that I am? 
I think it is a very opportune time to look into the manger and look at the beautiful baby born over 2,000 
years ago in Bethlehem.  He was born into poverty, born into a world dominated by a secular authority, 
born into a small Jewish family, etc.  God Himself is lying in that manger completely vulnerable.  He is 
inviting you and me to allow ourselves to be completely vulnerable with Him, to allow Him to care for 
us, love us, and place our complete trust in His will for us.  This Christmas, what is Jesus asking you to 
bring to Him this year, where can He love you?   

 
➢ The person of Santa Claus.  This may seem very odd to you that I say this, but I remember the extreme 

awe and wonder that as a child I had towards Santa Claus.  It was a magical and almost mystical 
experience.  I remember coming down on Christmas morning and seeing the presents under the tree and 
just so incredibly excited and joy filled.  As you grow up, you tend to “outgrow” this feeling and 
experience.  In many ways, it is that same feeling and experience we should have every time we receive 
Jesus in the Eucharist and adore Him in the Eucharist.  I recently was praying and placing myself mentally 
as a little kid on Christmas morning.  I then translated that into a deep desire to have this same experience 
with Jesus every time I receive and am before Him in the Eucharist.  Pretty powerful!  Try it. 

 
➢ The person who might be alone this Holy Season.  There are lots of various “holy” days within this season 

and lots of great times with our family and friends.  However, there are also many times that people feel 
alone or do not have anyone to join with.  Please be on the lookout and seek ways to include these 
people.  Just a phone call, a text, or a card. 

 
Make it a great week.  I hope to see you all for Christmas Masses.   
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS COMMUNITY MEAL  

Wednesday,  December 21, 2022     5 pm, Drive Through 
Pick up begins at 5:00 pm.  The community meals are designed to provide a nutritious and deli-

cious meal to neighbors, friends and families in need.  Stop by St. John of the Cross to pick up a 

meal or two for yourself, a neighbor, a friend or a family who may be in need.  Spread the word! 

    It’s not how much we give, but how much love we put into giving.”— 



Grow in your awareness of  
“Who do you say I am?” 

Why should one prepare for the Lord’s coming 
when he has already come at Christmas? 

 
Luke Brown’s Reflection 

December 18, 2022 
 

This week’s Gospel reading is always such a testament to the 

goodness of Joseph.  Even in the pain that he experienced before 

being visited by the angel, he was unwilling to expose Mary to shame 

and suffering.  Often we want revenge and justice when we feel 

betrayed or hurt, but Joseph did not.  Take Cain for example.  When 

he felt rejected by God, Cain’s first reaction was to kill his brother.  

When we are hurt, our first instinct is to hurt back in any way that we 

can.  In my work with clients, I often hear people say that they 

realized later that they thought they were pursuing justice, when they 

were really pursuing revenge.  It could be said that Joseph was 

pursuing justice by divorcing Mary quietly, whereas to expose her to 

public shame would have been revenge.  It is important to reflect on 

our pain and response when we have been hurt by others.  In my 

work with couples, people often describe going back and forth 

bringing up painful memories and mistakes in an effort to hurt each 

other.  This often gets out of control and can happen not only in 

marriages but in any relationship.  We need to pay attention to our 

response to pain and rejection so that we can take it to prayer and find 

potential solutions to resolve these issues in our relationships instead 

of exacerbating them by causing more pain.  If we pursue justice and 

healing, we can often improve our relationships.  However, we can 

also be tempted to pursue revenge, which only results in more pain.  

If you find yourself seeking revenge frequently, consider reflecting on 

Joseph’s actions in today’s Gospel and ask him to intercede for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24 
          Masses are at          4:00 pm 
            11:30 pm  Christmas Carols 
                                           12:00 Midnight Mass 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
           Mass is at:  10:15 am 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil 
(New Year’s Eve), Saturday, December 31 
           Mass is at:  4:00 pm 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mot her of God 
(New Year’s Day), Sunday, January 1 
           Mass is at 10:15 am 
 

Confessions: 
Thursday, December 22 — 7:00 pm 
Friday, December 23 — 10:00 am 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Families of 
 

Elena Armanetti  

Marie Chinnici 

 

May they know the peace and comfort 

of God’s love and find strength in the support of 

friends, family and our parish community. 



HOLIDAY PARISH OFFICE 
HOURS 

 
 

CLOSED ON   
Monday, December 26  
Tuesday, December 27 

Monday, January 2 
 

Will Reopen on Tuesday, January 3

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and shall call His Name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14).   

Dear friends, let us come together for an evening 
of music and dance to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus Christ!  Join us at the Christmas Concert 
on Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the church.   

A reception will follow afterwards in our 
gathering space.  We hope to see you there! 

 The Guardian Angels Early Learning 
Center continued our Deck the Halls 
competition this year.  As we prepare our 
classrooms for Christmas, each class chose 
a theme and decorated their room 

accordingly.  Our panel of judges (Mrs. Dodd and 
Mrs.Dzuroff) were so impressed by everyone’s hard 
work that they could not decide on a winner!  Each 
class will receive a special celebration in their classroom 
before Christmas break as a reward for their hard work. 

         We have also kicked off our 
Advent Service Project.  This 
year, our staff selected the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities as the 
focus of our Advent prayers and 
service.  This Advent season, the 
SRW Guardian Angels Learning 

Center will be collecting tabs to benefit the Cleveland 
location of the Ronald McDonald House.  Tabs can 
come from anything with a metallic tab:  energy drinks, 
soup, aluminum cans, etc.  There are designated 
donation containers in the SRW Church Rectory, 
Elementary School, and Early Learning Center.  Please 
join us in offering a special prayer of thanksgiving for 
the Ronald McDonald House and their staff this Advent 
season. 

 
My prayers are with you this 
Advent Season! 
Mrs. Molly Lorek,  
GAELC Director 

Watch The Chosen Christmas special, "The 
Messengers", and join Dr. Michael Barber and Dr. 
Scott Hefelfinger as they discuss this special episode 
in Catholic Commentary on The Chosen. 
Watch Season 1 of The Chosen here: https://
watch.formed.org/the-chosen 

https://watch.formed.org/the-chosen
https://watch.formed.org/the-chosen


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Our Financial Stewardship  
12/11/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$3,094.85 
12/11/2022 Maintenance………………………...$1,117.00 
Faith Direct*  End of November Giving..….….…...$4,734.00 
Faith Direct* Maintenance.………………...…..…$   646.00 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Monday, December 19 
  8:30 AM † Eternity Pesek (JB) 

Tuesday, December 20 
  6:30 PM † John Burrello (JB) 

Wednesday, December 21 
  8:30 AM † Chuck Pophal (JL) 

Thursday, December 22 
  6:30 † AM Luke Raguz (JL/TS) 

Friday, December 23 
  NO MORNING PRAYER 
  NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Saturday, December 24 
  4:00 PM  For the People of the Parish (TK/TS) 
 12:00 Midnight  For the People of the Parish (JB/TS) 

Sunday, December 25 
 10:15 AM  For the People of the Parish (JL/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Katie Musarra, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. 
Skvasik, Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt, and all those who 
are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


