
January 1, 2023                                                                           Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 Happy New Year!  I hope and pray you had an awesome Christmas.  The good news is the 
Christmas season does not end until the Baptism of the Lord on January 9.  I hope that you all can 
continue to celebrate the joy and hope that Christmas can bring. 

 Thank you so much for your response to the Giving Trees at both SRW and SJC.  It was 
overwhelming to see the immense generosity you all showed in supporting the various needs that 
were local, national and even international (helping Nicaragua and Nigeria).  It is a simple, yet 
profound way to share your generosity with people and help to make their day a little better.   

 Thank you so much to all those who helped make our Christmas Masses so awesome.  The 
décor, the music, the liturgical ministries were all so well done.  It takes so many people to make 
it all happen and we are most grateful.   

 Happy 13th Anniversary to both SRW and SJC.  It was on November 29, 2009, that SJC became a parish 
community and on January 3, 2010, that SRW became a parish community.  One of the goals I have for this coming year 
is to listen carefully and begin shaping a strategic vision for our parish communities.  I am quite confident we can remain 
two individual parishes, but I believe by working towards one staff to serve two parishes we can maximize our resources.  
Lots more on this in the year to come and lots more to develop here and we can do this together.  Stay tuned 

 I want to share that I will be leading a study on the Life of Jesus Christ.  From the publisher: “The marvelous 
treasures of the Catholic Faith—the Eucharist, Mary, the saints, and the Creed—are all centered on a single figure: Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus is more than a historical or theological figure, He is our Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord, and our God.  
While many of us already know a lot about him, how well can we say we really know him?  Filmed on location in the 
Holy Land, Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh look at Jesus—who he is, what he is really like, what he 
taught, and what he did for our salvation.  This encounter with Christ will inspire and empower you to center your entire 
life on him as you come to know and love him in an ever deeper and more intimate way.”  The study will be on Monday 
evenings, January 9 – March 13.  It will be from 6:30 pm – 8 pm in the Upper Hall at Ss. Robert & William.  Please 
register for the study by emailing Anita at alinsky@srweuclid.cc or calling her at 216.731.1515.  The study is open to 
both SRW and SJC parishioners as well as friends and neighbors interested in knowing more about Jesus.  Come join us 
each Monday to come to know and love Jesus so we can faithfully serve Him.   

 I will be away this week on vacation with Fr. Scott.  I will return on January 9. I am sorry I will miss the Epiphany 
Anniversary concert at SRW, but I know Kyle and the music ministry will do an extraordinary job!   
 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

mailto:alinsky@srweuclid.cc


Grow in your awareness of  
“Who do you say I am?” 

What  does Jesus teach us about family life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil 
(New Year’s Eve), Saturday, December 31 
           Mass is at:  4:00 pm 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(New Year’s Day), Sunday, January 1 
           Mass is at 10:15 am 

ACTIVITIES AT SJOC CAMPUS 

Monday:  

• Sacred Scripture Study: 6:30 pm, Room 8 

• Men of Praise:  8:00 pm, Room 8 

• Calls of Love Ministry:  Every 3rd Monday, 6:30 pm—
8:00 pm, Parish Office 

Tuesday:  

• Lectio Divina Bible Study:  9:30 am, Room 8 

• Legion of Mary:  5:15 pm, Room 8 

• Faith by Fire:  every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm, 
by the outdoor firepit . 

Wednesday:  

• Community Meal:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the month 
5:00 pm 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 7:00 pm 

Thursday: 

• Family in Christ Jesus:  Every 1st Thursday of the month, 
8:00 pm, Gym 

• Spiritual Life & Evangelization Ministry:  Every 2nd 
Thursday of the month, 7:15 pm-- 8:30 pm, Room 8 

Friday:  

• Alcoholics Anonymous: 8:00 pm, Room 8  

• Young Adult Ministry, Every 3rd Friday of the month, 
7:00 pm 

Saturday:  

• Men’s Prayer Group: every 2nd & 4th Saturdays of the  
month, 7:30 am, Room 10  

• Fire on the Hill Ministry every 3rd Saturday of the Month, 
9:00 am, Room 8 

 
Women’s 
Fellowship 

 
& Me! 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 

9 – 11 am Upper Hall 

 
Bring your own mug for 

refreshment & the eyes of your 
soul to see! 



HOLIDAY PARISH OFFICE 
HOURS 

 
CLOSED ON   

Monday, December 26  
Tuesday, December 27 

Monday, January 2 
 

Will Reopen on Tuesday, January 3

Luke Brown’s Reflection 
January 1, 2023 

 

It is time for my annual rant about New Year’s Resolutions.  If you 

have read these reflections in the past,  you will know that this is a 

tradition for me!  However, I am going to take a slightly different 

approach this year.  I want to talk today about willpower.  Often we 

look at some people as having more willpower than others and we 

can often feel like this is an ingrained trait or habit that some people 

have and some people do not.  I have learned that willpower and 

discipline are more like muscles than personality traits in that we 

often think of personality traits as being sort of permanent or 

“natural.”  We also talk about how some things come naturally to 

some but not to others, such as musical ability or humor.  When I say 

that willpower is like a muscle, I mean that it is something that grows 

and is strengthened over time.  This means that it is accessible by 

everyone who wants to grow in their discipline and willpower and is 

not only reserved for those who are “strong” or who seem natural at 

it.  New Year’s often involves trying something new or stopping 

something that we do not want to do anymore.  While these goals are 

good, we are bound to fail and not make it to the gym one day or slip 

up and eat too many rows of Oreos again.  We need to remember 

that these small failures are OK and that our muscles are still 

growing.  We also need to remember that we all have particular 

weaknesses that seem silly or easy to overcome, but they are not.  

We all have our own unique blind spots and weaknesses that we need 

to be patient with.  This week, consider reflecting on willpower as a 

muscle and how you can strengthen it over the coming year! 

 

 

 
Guardian Angels 
Early Learning 
Center 
 

 

From all of us at the 
Guardian Angels Early 
Learning Center, we 
hope you had a very 
merry Christmas and 
that you have a 
blessed, happy, and 
fulfilling New Year.  

As we tie up the end of 
2022, our 
students performed in 
their annual Christmas concert, worked on presents for 
their parents, and performed at the Christmas Eve 
liturgy.  

As we move into 2023, we are looking forward to 
many special celebrations, new curriculum studies, and 
lots of fun! 
 
Growing with you in Faith, 
Molly Lorek, GAELC Director 



Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



Monday, January 2 
  8:30 AM † Maria Nych (JL) 

Tuesday, January 3 
  6:30 PM † Chris Atterbury (JL) 

Wednesday, January 4 
  8:30 AM † Living & Deceased Members of Sedar Family (JL) 

Thursday, January 5 
  6:30 AM † Rocky Yuko (JL/TS) 

Friday, January 6 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, January 7 
  4:00 PM † Boots Manzo (JL/TS) 

Sunday, January 8 
   7:45 AM For all St. John of the Cross members celebrating a                                                      

December and January birthday (GB/TS) 
 10:15 AM † Ike Dulaney (JL/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Katie Musarra, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. 
Skvasik, Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt, and all those who 
are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Our Financial Stewardship  
12/11/2022 Sunday Giving…………...………….$3,094.85 
12/11/2022 Maintenance………………………...$1,117.00 
12/18/2022 Sunday Giving……………………….$2,990.95 
12/18/2022 Maintenance…………………………$1,590.00 
Faith Direct*  1st half December Sunday Giving…….$4,247.50 
Faith Direct*   1st half December Maintenance…..…$1,208.50 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  


