
January 8, 2023                                                                             The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy Feast of the Epiphany.  The feast is actually January 6, but the church sees the feast as so important it is moved to 
today.  The feast of the Epiphany reminds us that we are always to seek Jesus and bring Him the gifts of our lives.  As we 
continue to discern Who do you say I am?, we can reflect on who it is we are seeking and what it is we have to offer Him.   
 
I do want to thank you for the generosity to #WEGIVE Catholic this past December.  We are embarking on some 
upgrades to the outdoor shrine.  I think the shrine is such a beautiful place and a real unique feature of SJC.  A number of 
people join us in the summer because of the outdoor shrine Masses.  A few years ago, we lost a 
very large tree as it was ripped from the ground in a storm.  It took a number of trees with it.  This 
has made the shrine very “sunny” with little shade.  We are hoping to install a shade structure this 
summer to help us be able to make better use of the shrine.  Right now, we have the Mass fairly 
early to avoid the direct sun.  This shade structure will cost $15,000.  We raised just over $5,000 
in #WEGIVE so we are looking to raise $10,000 more.  In addition, we would like to install 
concrete where the stones are under the benches.  The stones are not conducive to walking and 
actually quite dangerous, especially for older people.  This would cost $25,000 to do.  So, once we 
have the money, we can embark on these two projects to keep our shrine a place that we can use 
all season long and safely at all times of the day.  If we could raise the $35,000 that would be 
awesome!  We could continue to make this a destination and the pride of our SJC campus.   
 
I want to share that I will be leading a study on the Life of Jesus Christ that starts this Monday.  From the publisher: “The 
marvelous treasures of the Catholic Faith—the Eucharist, Mary, the saints, and the Creed—are all centered on a single 
figure:  Jesus Christ.  Jesus is more than a historical or theological figure; He is our Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord, and 
our God.  While many of us already know a lot about him, how well can we say we really know him?  Filmed on location 
in the Holy Land, Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh look at Jesus—who he is, what he is really like, 
what he taught, and what he did for our salvation.  This encounter with Christ will inspire and empower you to center 
your entire life on him as you come to know and love him in an ever deeper and more intimate way.”  The study will be 
on Monday evening, January 9 – March 20.  It will be from 6:30 pm – 8 pm in the Upper Hall at Ss. Robert & William.  
Please register for the study by emailing Anita at alinsky@srweuclid.cc or calling her at 216.731.1515.  The study is open 
to both SRW and SJC parishioners, as well as friends and neighbors interested in knowing more about Jesus.  Join us each 
Monday to come to know and love Jesus so we can faithfully serve Him.   
 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. John 

mailto:alinsky@srweuclid.cc


Grow in your awareness of  
“Who do you say I am?” 

What do the gifts of the Magi reveal about 
Jesus? 

Women’s 
Fellowship 
 

 
& Me! 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 

9 – 11 am Upper Hall 

Bring your own mug for 
refreshment & the eyes of your 

soul to see! 

Our Deepest Sympathies to the Families 
of 

Barbara Nedoma  

May they know the peace and comfort of God’s 

love and find strength in the support of friends, 

family and our parish community. 



Luke Brown’s Reflection 
January 8, 2023 

 
In this three-part series on prayer and mental health, I want to 
introduce two things to you- discernment of spirits as taught by 
St. Ignatius and Satan as the great accuser.  St. Ignatius taught 
that there are three spirits at work in our lives.  The first is the 

spirit of God.  The idea is that we can tell which spirit is at work 
by the fruit of our interior movements.  If we are moved to love 

others more fully, pray with greater diligence, or direct all things 
towards God, we can rightly say that these desires have been 

inspired by the Holy Spirit and will bring us greater peace and 
joy.  Compare this to the spirit of the evil one, the second spirit, 
that directs us towards evil things such as selfishness, lust, and 

greed.  When we pursue the ideas brought up by the evil one, we 
are left feeling empty, restless, hopeless, and in great 

turmoil.  The third spirit is within us and arises from our own 
power of mind and affection.  The spirit of self could be described 

as the voice inside our head or the part of us that reasons and 
feels.  The spirit of self is often the most difficult to discern 

because it can be confusing to tell if what we are hearing is our 
inner spirit versus the spirits of the evil one or God.  This often 

becomes easier over time with practice and with the guidance and 
wisdom of others.  If you have not already, I highly recommend 

reading about the work of St. Ignatius.  Some of the most helpful 
resources I have found are at 

www.ignatianspirituality.com.  Next week, we will further 
discuss discernment of spirits and how it can greatly influence our 

mental health. 
 

 

 The Ss. Robert and 
 William Catholic 
 School teachers 
 recognize the 
 importance of 

educating the whole child. To expand the students’ school 
experience, each teacher offers an extracurricular activity that 
appeals to different interests at different grade levels. To 
enhance the arts curriculum, students have the opportunity to 
participate in the school choir, instrumental band, or  Art Club. 
Through our parish and SRW Boosters, students can join sports 
teams to play football, volleyball, basketball, cross country, and 
track to improve their physical health.  Academic offerings 
include Book Club, the Coding Club, and the Rocket Club. The 
spiritual life of students is enhanced by participating in the SRW 
Prayer Warriors Club and the Expressive Worship Singers and/
or Dancers. The students in grades 7-8 also have the 
opportunity to participate in EDGE through the SRW Youth 
Ministry. Two very popular student groups are rooted in 
mission and service. Committed to exemplifying the pillars of 
the National Junior Honor Society, including scholarship, 
leadership, character, citizenship, and service, the NJHS 
members work on service projects that enhance our school and 
the greater community. The No Place for Hate members impact 
the culture and climate of our school by offering school-wide 
activities that combat bullying behaviors and promote 
acceptance of all. Some clubs are just for fun! Students in the 
Scrabble Club and the Gaming Club enjoy learning how to play 
popular board, card, and video games. The offerings of after 
school activities varies from year to year. We are grateful to the 
teachers for moderating these extracurriculars for our students, 
which certainly enrich their school experience. 
 
Happy New Year! 
Mrs. Martha Dodd, Principal 

  Dear Parishioners, 

 Thank you ever so much for 
 the outpouring of love and  
 kindness.  The Giving Tree, 
 as usual, was an 
 overwhelming success. 
 

We fed and clothed folks in the inner city. 

We brought smiles to seniors in our area and to the 
residents of 18 Rose Mary Group 

Homes. We brought Catholicism to parishes in 
Nicaragua. 

Peace to All 

The Social Justice Ministry 
  

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday  

 

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS MASS SCHEDULE 

   Weekday Mass Schedule 

        Mondays & Wednesdays………………….8:30 am 
        Tuesdays & Thursdays…………..……….6:30 pm 

 Fridays:- Morning Prayer 8:30 am with   
 Eucharistic Adoration  8:45 am to 2:00 pm 

   Weekend Mass Schedule 

        Saturdays……………………………….4:00 pm 
        Sundays……………………..7:45 am & 10:15 am 

   Confessions 

        Saturdays.……...…………….….3:00 - 3:30 pm  



 
Monday, January 9 
  8:30 AM † William Sedar (JL) 

Tuesday, January 10 
  6:30 PM † Nancy Suhy (JB) 

Wednesday, January 11 
  8:30 AM † Elenor Loncar (JL) 

Thursday, January 12 
  6:30 AM † Hubert Paul Reigert (JL/TS) 

Friday, January 13 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, January 14 
  4:00 PM † Ed and Connie Meyers (JL/TS-P) 

Sunday, January 15 
   7:45 AM † Richard Kraska (JL/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM † John Nych (TK/TS-P) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Katie Musarra, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. 
Skvasik, Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt, and all those who 
are ill in any way. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 

Our Financial Stewardship  
WILL BE PUBLISHED AT A LAT ER DATE 

 
Sunday Giving 
Maintenance 
Faith Direct*  1st half December Sunday Giving…….$4,247.50 
Faith Direct*   1st half December Maintenance…..…$1,208.50 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  


