
February 5, 2023                                                                       Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy February!  This winter is flying by.  I am really looking forward to Lent beginning in a few 
weeks (February 22).  It is a great spiritual time and it means Spring will be soon and beauty of new 
life in the Easter season.   
 
The Disciples of the Week are: 
 
Bernie Russ:  Bernie is a SRW parishioner but attends both SRW and SJC.  She is a greeter and 
usher at the 11:30 am Mass at SRW and brings such an awesome welcome to every person who walks through the door.  
She is a gentle and warm person to help you feel comfortable at the parish as well as helping with outreach opportunities, 
women’s fellowship, adult ed studies.  She brings so much to wherever she is and glorifies the Lord.   
 
Mrs. Kelly Drinkwater:  Mrs. Drinkwater is one of the Kindergarten teachers at SRW.  With her teaching experience 
ranging from Pre-K to 2nd grade, she has a true understanding of where the students are coming from and where they 
need to go!  Mrs. Drinkwater has a strong toolbox of strategies, songs and even dances that help the students master their 
lessons.   
 
Mrs. Andrea Ralph:  is Junior Angels Teacher at Guardian Angels Early Learning Center.  Mrs. Ralph's experience and 
knowledge is incomparable.  Her lessons are well thought-out and differentiated to meet the needs of her students. She 
has consistently been a driving force behind our program's growth. 
 
Jeannie Rowe: She began volunteering as a PSR catechist in the fall of 2021.  She selflessly answered the call when the 
PSR program was in need, and she has been an excellent fit!  Jeannie loves the kindergarten and first grade students 
entrusted to her care; she truly wants them to know Jesus and have a relationship with Him.  She is an admirable, diligent 
worker, spending many hours each week to prepare and perfect lessons that her kiddos will both learn from and have fun 
with. 
 
Thank you, Bernie, Kelly, Andrea and Jeannie for witnessing to who Christ is to us.   
 
I hope you are enjoying the Jesus artwork in the church.  It is great to have as we continue to reflect on Who Do You Say I 

Am?   

Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 

Fr. John 



Grow in your awareness of   “Who do you 
say I am”? 

How is Jesus himself the light of the world 
and salt of the earth? 

 

 

 

As we conclude our celebration of Catholic Schools Week, I 
wanted to share this original poem written by Glory Ifeanyi, a 
seventh grade student. 

What Does Catholic Education Mean To Me? 

I wake up for another school day, 
wondering what knowledge will come my way. 

I go to a Catholic school, 
where praising God is our first rule. 

I learn new topics every day in class, 
but the highlight each Tuesday is the Mass. 

When it comes to the topic of Jesus, 
I get thrilled for the teacher to teach us. 

I make new friends with different views, 
and I tell them about Jesus’ Good News. 

Another favorite is the CYO sports, 
We play our best on all of the courts. 

I belong to the No Place for Hate committee. 
Where we celebrate all in our school and city. 

We appreciate each culture and religion, 
And value each student’s and teacher’s opinion. 

SRW is academically the best, 
And for this we know that we are truly blessed. 

Thanks to my parents for sending me here, 
That my future is bright is quite clear. 

What does Catholic Education mean to me? 
It’s being the person Jesus wants me to be. 

 
Glory surely has summed up what SRW is all about! We 
want to thank all of you for your continued support of our 
parish school. Know that we remember all the SRW and SJC 
parishioners in our daily prayers. 
 
Mrs. Martha Dodd, Principal 



On February 4, 5, 11, and 12, we will be in the 
Gathering Space at St. John of the Cross, where you 
can purchase tickets in-person after the 4:00 PM and 
10:15 AM Masses.  Otherwise, purchase online at 
https://brurl.co/SSRW. We hope to see you for this 
evening of food-tasting and fun! 

From February 22 – April 2 you 
are invited to join with other 
Christians for 40 Days for Life – 
40 days of prayer and fasting for 
an end to abortion. You are also 

invited to stand and peacefully pray anytime between 7 am to 7 
pm during the 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside 
Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, Cleveland, 44120 or Planned 
Parenthood - 25350 Rockside Rd, Bedford Hts, 44146, or 
Family Planning – 54 South State St, Painesville, 44077. 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at Our Lady of Mount Carmel gym, 
29850 Euclid Ave, Wickliffe, 44092. The Keynote Speaker is 
Sr. Dierdre Byrne. Please contact John Noall at 
clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 216-245-9744 for more 
information. 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 

January 29, 2023 — Luke Brown’s Reflection 
(This week’s reflection is a guest submission by Lauren Loboda.  Find out more about her at lifecoachmama.com) 

  
In mindset coaching we look at our thoughts and see how they are affecting us. We work on shifting our mindset to have thoughts that are true, 

helpful, and good. In my work, I notice that all of us are similar in our struggles, even if the struggles have different names, they cause very similar 
outcomes. Where one client might feel strong in her position at work, she feels weak as a mother. Where another client might think she is strong as a 

wife, she feels weak as a friend. We might look at another’s competence in one area and extrapolate it to all areas. Then we compare and despair. This 
is only accentuated on social media where we only see positive areas of one’s life and usually edited versions of them as well. So, how does one respond 
to life’s difficulties as a Catholic? Well, as the second reading and the gospel tell us today, those who are weak are strong. Those who are hungry will 

be satisfied. Those who are meek will inherit the land. Does that mean we just put up with our misery until we are in heaven? The answer is the 
Catholic both/and approach. We both accept the darkness and sadness of this world and await the light and joy of the world to come, and we look to 

the Lord for consolation and healing in the present moment. In prayer with Our Father, through reading His Word, in the love we experience in 
marriage, family life and in friendships, we receive Christ’s consolation. With the sacraments we receive healing, spiritually, emotionally, and 

physically. In addition to the gifts the Church gives us, and God gives us through the people in our lives, we can seek professional help. We can go to 
counseling and coaching to receive healing. We can talk to someone and share our frustrations, brokenness, and disappointments. With a counselor or 
coach who shares our faith, he or she can lead us to calm, wholeness and satisfaction with the Lord’s help. If you are in emotional pain, there is hope. 
If you feel depressed or anxious and do not know where to turn, there are people to talk to. Ask Christ today how He wants to heal you and in what 

ways you can experience heaven on Earth. We pray that His kingdom comes! 

https://brurl.co/SSRW
mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland
http://lifecoachmama.com


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 



 
Monday, February 6 
  8:30 AM † Bernice Calabrese (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, February 7 
  6:30 PM † Ellie Dombrowski (JB) 

Wednesday, February 8 
  8:30 AM † Rocky Yuko (JL) 

Thursday, February 9 
  6:30 PM † Thomas Karbowski (JL/TS-P) 

Friday, February 10 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, February 11 
  4:00 PM † Frank Parsons (TK) 

Sunday, February 12 
   7:45 AM † Lincoln Tosti (JB/TS) 
 10:15 AM † Mary Ellen & Joseph Loparo (JL/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. Skvasik, Marion 
Malovasic, Judy Schmidt 

                   and all those who are ill in any way. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
Sunday Giving 1/29/23………...……………….$2,229.05 
Maintenance 1/29/23………………...…...……$   475.00 
Faith Direct*  Sunday Giving…..…. 
Faith Direct*  Maintenance……..….$  
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Our Deepest Sympathy to the family of 

Marianne Monger 

May they know the peace and comfort of 

God’s love and find strength in the support of 

friends, family and our parish community. 


