
February 12, 2023                                                                    Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
This week we celebrate Valentine’s Day.  A day of Love.  While this is a secular holiday, Love is a 

very Christian reality.  In fact, it is one of the Theological Virtues (Faith, Hope & Love).  St. Paul 

tells us that Love is the greatest of all.  Regretfully, the word Love has been overused and 

secularized in our society.  The greatest definition of Love is to look at the crucifix and see Christ 

hanging on the cross.  He gave his life so that we may have life, life eternal. Love is centered on 

others and love always points us to Christ.  So, as we celebrate Love this week, I encourage you to 

reflect on Jesus Christ and His love for each of us.   

Lent is coming up and starts on Wednesday, February 22, with Ash Wednesday.  We will be mailing out a newsletter that 
lists all of our Lent happenings and schedules.  This year we did a joint newsletter between the two parishes.  Lots of great 
things are happening at both parishes.   
 
SRW will be hosting Taste of Nations on Saturday, March 4 at 5 pm.  This wonderful event features lots of great foods 
from Germany, Eastern Europe, United States and Mexico.  It will include a cigar tent and wine and beer flights from 
around the world.  Lots of great games of chance with prizes.  Most importantly, great opportunities for fun and friends!  
Check out the www.srweuclid.cc website for more information and to order tickets.   
 
As we continue our Disciple of the Week: 

Howard Frain is an SJC parishioner and a regular at the 10:15 am Mass.  Howard is an Usher, on the 
Finance Council, and a collection counter.  He always greets everyone with a smile and is always 
looking for ways to make sure Mass is celebrated reverently and sacredly.  He is good at helping to keep 
our finances in order so we can be good stewards of our treasure.  Always a pleasure to talk to!   

Erica Roberts is the Administrative Assistant at Guardian Angels Early Learning Center.  Erica is a 
true hero in GAELC.  Originally hired as a part-time Toddler Aide, Miss Erica has served as a lead in 
several classrooms, and filled in scheduling gaps whenever/wherever needed.  In her current role as the 
Administrative Assistant, she keeps our building organized, efficient, and upbeat! 

Pamela Schenk is the vocal music teacher at SRW.  What a blessing she is to our school!  She has a 
beautiful voice, is a talented musician and has a true passion for her craft.  Our students are learning 
how to read and play notes as well as develop an appreciation for the large variety of music and 
musicians exposed to in her weekly classes.   Mrs. Schenk is “instrumental” in planning, preparing, and 
presenting student performances at Christmas time and in the spring. 

Thanks for being great examples! 

 
Make it a great week!  See you in Church. 
 
Peace, 

Fr. John 

http://www.srweuclid.cc


Grow in your awareness of   “Who do you 
say I am”? 

What does Jesus Teach?  When is it 
difficult to accept those teachings? 

The students at the Guardian Angels 
Early Learning Center have been 
working their way through a study on 
buildings. From garages to castles, we 
have been learning all about the uses 
for different types of buildings, the 

materials needed to complete them, and the jobs that are 
involved with building structures. 
 
Five of our classrooms recently chose 
a storybook related to buildings and 
used their creativity to bring the 
book to life. The Baby Angels read 
“The Three Little Pigs” and learned 
that some materials are stronger than 
others.  

The Toddler Angels read “Gus’s Garage” 
and spent lots of time with their favorite 
toy- trucks! 

 

The Wee Angels investigated tree houses with “Pete the Cat 
and the Tip-Top Tree House”.  

 

The 3-year old preschool class read 
“Iggy Peck Architect” and tried to 
create their own bridge.  

 
 

The 4-year old preschool class 
learned how they play relates to 
how buildings are made with 
“Building Up”. Several students 
in this class chose to recreate a 
building from the book! 
 
Students works were displayed at Mass during a “Building 
Expo” over the weekend of January 28. 
 
It is always wonderful to see learning in action! 
--  
Mrs. Molly Lorek 

The 2023 Catholic Charities Appeal will take place next 

weekend in our parish. Please refer to the insert in this 

week’s bulletin, which includes our parish’s goal and an 

overview of the importance of Catholic Charities in our 

communities. This year’s appeal theme is “A time to 

heal. A time to help.” Your generous support will 

transform the lives of others, to offer dignity, 

possibilities and companionship to those who are most 

vulnerable. 

     As in the past, an in-pew commitment process will 

take place next weekend, February 18-19. All who have 

not received the mailing from Bishop Malesic, or have 

not had a chance to respond to it, will be asked to 

consider making a generous pledge to support the 

ministries and services provided by Catholic Charities. 

     If you have received the mailing, please respond 

generously to it and we ask you to also complete the in-

pew envelope and indicate by checking the box that you 

have responded by mail. 

     We invite you to view stories of inspiration and more 

information at CatholicCommunity.org/2023Appeal. 



On February 4, 5, 11, and 12, we will be in the 
Gathering Space at St. John of the Cross, where you 
can purchase tickets in-person after the 4:00 PM and 
10:15 AM Masses.  Otherwise, purchase online at 
https://brurl.co/SSRW. We hope to see you for this 
evening of food-tasting and fun! 

From February 22 – April 2 you 
are invited to join with other 
Christians for 40 Days for Life – 
40 days of prayer and fasting for 
an end to abortion. You are also 

invited to stand and peacefully pray anytime between 7 am to 7 
pm during the 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside 
Preterm - 12000 Shaker Blvd, Cleveland, 44120 or Planned 
Parenthood - 25350 Rockside Rd, Bedford Hts, 44146, or 
Family Planning – 54 South State St, Painesville, 44077. 
Join us at the Kickoff Rally at Our Lady of Mount Carmel gym, 
29850 Euclid Ave, Wickliffe, 44092. The Keynote Speaker is 
Sr. Dierdre Byrne. Please contact John Noall at 
clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 216-245-9744 for more 
information. 

WEBSITES: 
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland 
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville 

www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights 

January 29, 2023 — Luke Brown’s Reflection 
(This week’s reflection is a guest submission by Lauren Loboda.  Find out more about her at lifecoachmama.com) 

  
In mindset coaching we look at our thoughts and see how they are affecting us. We work on shifting our mindset to have thoughts that are true, 

helpful, and good. In my work, I notice that all of us are similar in our struggles, even if the struggles have different names, they cause very similar 
outcomes. Where one client might feel strong in her position at work, she feels weak as a mother. Where another client might think she is strong as a 

wife, she feels weak as a friend. We might look at another’s competence in one area and extrapolate it to all areas. Then we compare and despair. This 
is only accentuated on social media where we only see positive areas of one’s life and usually edited versions of them as well. So, how does one respond 
to life’s difficulties as a Catholic? Well, as the second reading and the gospel tell us today, those who are weak are strong. Those who are hungry will 

be satisfied. Those who are meek will inherit the land. Does that mean we just put up with our misery until we are in heaven? The answer is the 
Catholic both/and approach. We both accept the darkness and sadness of this world and await the light and joy of the world to come, and we look to 

the Lord for consolation and healing in the present moment. In prayer with Our Father, through reading His Word, in the love we experience in 
marriage, family life and in friendships, we receive Christ’s consolation. With the sacraments we receive healing, spiritually, emotionally, and 

physically. In addition to the gifts the Church gives us, and God gives us through the people in our lives, we can seek professional help. We can go to 
counseling and coaching to receive healing. We can talk to someone and share our frustrations, brokenness, and disappointments. With a counselor or 
coach who shares our faith, he or she can lead us to calm, wholeness and satisfaction with the Lord’s help. If you are in emotional pain, there is hope. 
If you feel depressed or anxious and do not know where to turn, there are people to talk to. Ask Christ today how He wants to heal you and in what 

ways you can experience heaven on Earth. We pray that His kingdom comes! 

https://brurl.co/SSRW
mailto:clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland
http://lifecoachmama.com


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music 
fbinda@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 104 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 



 
Monday, February 13 
  8:30 AM † Nancy Suhy (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, February 14 
  6:30 PM † Barbara Baucco (JB) 

Wednesday, February 15 
  8:30 AM † Nancy Suhy (JL) 

Thursday, February 16 
  6:30 PM † Michael Toth (JL/TS) 

Friday, February 17 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, February 18 
  4:00 PM † Joan and Gene Donnelly (JL/TS-P) 

Sunday, February 19 
   7:45 AM † Misrach Ewunetie (TK/TS-P) 
 10:15 AM † Joan Thompson (JB/TS-P) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Nancy O’Toole, M.K. Skvasik, Marion 
Malovasic, Judy Schmidt 

                   and all those who are ill in any way. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
Sunday Giving 2/5/23………...……………….$2,556.71 
Maintenance 2/5/23………………...…...……$1,684.00 
Faith Direct*  Sunday Giving…..…. 
Faith Direct*  Maintenance……..….$  
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

Our Deepest Sympathy to the family of 

Marianne Monger 

May they know the peace and comfort of 

God’s love and find strength in the support of 

friends, family and our parish community. 


