
February 19, 2023                                                             Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 

          At St. John of the Cross, we are blessed to be given many opportunities to support those in 

need in our communities.  There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 

heavens (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  This weekend, we will be promoting the Catholic Charities Appeal 

through an In-Pew campaign, as well as the option to make a donation online, via text or through 

the mail.  The theme of the 2023 Appeal is “A time to heal. A time to help.”  Let us take this 

opportunity to help our neighbors in need by supporting the essential programs and services that 

provide assistance to over 425,000 individuals in need across Northeast Ohio.  If you will not be at 

Mass this weekend, you can make a gift to the Appeal at any time by visiting CatholicCommunity.org/donate, by texting 

CCHOPE to 41444, or by mailing your check to the Catholic Community Foundation at 1404 E. 9th St., 8th Floor, 

Cleveland, OH 44114. To view additional impact stories and learn more about Catholic Charities, please visit 

CatholicCommunity.org/2023Appeal. Thank you for your generosity and support of this essential Appeal in our 

community. 

          This is the last Sunday before Lent begins.  Lent begins this Wednesday with Ash Wednesday.  Masses on Ash 

Wednesday will be 8:30 am and 6:30 pm at SJC and 8:30 am, 11:30 am and 6:30 pm at SRW.  Ashes will be distributed 

in the normal fashion on the forehead.  We will also have “Lenten Bags” to help you in your Lenten journey towards 

Easter.  These bags have been popular in years past and have all sorts of things to help with your Prayer, Fasting and 

Almsgiving.   

          The focus of Lent is Prayer, Fasting & Almsgiving.  This focus calls us to make sure that Jesus Christ is literally and 

figuratively the center of all of our words, actions and choices.   As you think of how you might pray more during Lent, 

consider spending time in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  As we know the Eucharist is THE BODY of Christ; He is 

truly present in a very real and concrete way.  What better way to have an intimate prayer time with our Lord than sitting 

or on your knees in front of Him.  Contact the parish office for more information on Adoration opportunities.  As you 

consider how you might fast this Lent, think about the things that may distract you in your spiritual life.  We tend to go to 

food in regards to fasting, but have you ever thought about fasting from Social Media, the news (if something really big 

happens, someone will tell you), from TV, etc.  In other words, what can you remove from your life so that you have 

more time to grow in making Jesus Christ more central in your life?  Finally, as you think about where to give alms (your 

time, talent & treasure), how can you use opportunities to give to keep Christ more central in your life.  How is He 

calling you to a more sacrificial way of giving?  Are you able to give more than just from your excess?   

          The SRW Fish Fry is back this Lent.  It starts on Ash Wednesday and will be every Friday of Lent (including Good 

Friday).  Our Fish Fry includes Pollock, Cod or Shrimp, Fries, Coleslaw, Mac & Cheese and a Roll.  We also have very 

delicious desserts.  This year we will offer three options:  Dine-in (in the school gym), Take-Out or Curbside.  We have a 

coupon in the bulletin.  For Take Out and Curbside Pick up you can order online at our www.srweuclid.cc website.  

After the Fish Fry on Friday’s SRW will have Mass at 7 pm and Stations of the Cross.  This is a great thing to add to your 

Friday routine.   

          All SRW & SJC Households received a newsletter and this has lots of great things happening this Lent.  Check it out 

as well as the both parishes’ websites.   

Make it a great week and I so look forward to journeying with you this Lent with our Prayer, Fasting & Almsgiving.   

Peace, 

Fr. John 

http://www.srweuclid.cc


It is a long standing     
tradition at Ss. Robert and 
William Catholic School 
to award  scholarships 

during Catholic Schools Week. Here are this year’s 
scholarship winners: 

The Sr. Helen Marie Davidson Scholarship is 
awarded to up to 4 students in grade 6 and 7 who are 
Catholic, attend Mass regularly, and are involved in extra-
curricular activities. There were three recipients of this 
scholarship this year, Emily Raddell, Catherine Reed, 
and Noah Scheider.  All three recipients are members of 
Ss. Robert and William parish and are active in 
extracurricular activities; some in the SRW No Place for 
Hate Student Group, the National Junior Honor Society, the 
SRW Prayer Warriors Club, the school choir, CYO sports 
and community swim teams, and even Irish Dance and 
theatre classes.  One of the recipients wrote in her essay - 
“Attending a Catholic school helps me to keep Jesus first in 
everything that I do.”  

The Edward J. Czyzycki Annual Service Award is a 
scholarship awarded to a current 7th grader exhibiting 
outstanding practice of the Catholic faith through charitable 
deeds. This scholarship is not determined by an application 
or recommendation but a nomination from the Upper 
School teachers. This year’s Czyzycki Scholarship was 
awarded to Piper Kibler, whose teachers describe as a true 
model of Christian values, displaying compassion and 
kindness as she offers daily prayer intentions for her peers 
and the needs of the world.  

The Sr. Dorothy Kazel High School Scholarship is 
awarded to an 8th grade student who plans to attend a 
Catholic high school. Students are asked to write an essay 
describing what the word “sacrifice” means as they reflect on 
the ultimate sacrifice made by Sr. Dorothy, as she was 
martyred serving the people of El Salvador. Ella Raddell, 
this year’s recipient of  the Sr. Dorothy Scholarship, wrote 
in her essay the following: “I am extremely grateful for the 
opportunity I have to attend a Catholic high school. I am 
looking forward to all of the chances I will have to continue 
to daily practice my faith, while also shaping and developing 
it even further.”   
Congratulations to all 
the recipients of this 
year’s scholarships. We 
are very proud of them 
all! 

 
Mrs. Martha Dodd 

Grow in your awareness of   “Who do you say I 
am”? 

What is Jesus’ attitude toward those who are 
enemies? 

February 19, 2023 — Luke Brown’s Reflection 
 

In this week’s Gospel, we hear that we should love our enemies and 
pray for those that persecute us.  This is one of the hardest Gospel 

passages to hear, especially in our day and age.  Whether it is sports 
rivalries, politics, or religion, the world is constantly encouraging an 

“us vs. them” mentality.  It is a natural thing to take sides or pick 
teams when confronted with adversity and diversity.  However, Christ 
is asking us to do the opposite.  We need to remember that every soul 

on Earth was made for Heaven and God desires ALL of us for 
Himself.  There are no teams or sides with Christ.  C.S. Lewis wrote, 

“Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbor is the holiest 
object presented to your senses.”  This includes those we perceive as 

enemies.  The world has everything to gain from keeping us on teams, 
sowing division, and making us look at each other as enemies.  In 

counseling, I frequently hear people talk about how angry they become 
when scrolling social media or watching the news.  Often clients find 
their mental health improving when they take a step back from these 
things.  This week, consider reflecting on the teams and divisions that 
you perceive on a daily basis and how you can look past them so that 
you can truly do what Christ is asking of you in the Gospel today. 

 
Luke Brown, LPCC 

 

LENTEN ALMSGIVING APPEAL 

 

As we journey through Lent toward the 
joyous Easter season, the Church calls on 
us to focus more intently on "means 

donating money or goods to the poor and performing other acts 
of charity. 

Again this year, we will focus our parish almsgiving efforts on 
serving the people of several struggling parishes in Nicaragua 
through the Hands United in Hope and Love ministry. Under 
the guidance of Padre Tomás, our principal contact, proceeds 
will support the parishioners of Chacraseca and León to provide 
food, clothing and other basic needs. 

To donate, please use the Nicaragua Partnership envelope 
included in your monthly offertory collection, or go online to: 
https://saintjohnofthecross.org/make-a-gift 

Thank you for your continued prayers and generosity. 

https://saintjohnofthecross.org/make-a-gift


Tickets can be purchased online at https://brurl.co/
SSRW.  
 
We hope to see you for this evening of food-tasting 
and fun! 

https://brurl.co/SSRW
https://brurl.co/SSRW


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

 Join us for 6:30 pm Mass, then come to the SJC Gym for Food, 
Beverage and Fellowship. 

The Catholic Watchmen are men challenging men, “as iron 
sharpens iron” (Pr. 27:17), to live out the seven disciplines. It is 
not an exclusive club, but a movement; not a product, but a 
prayer men offer together for the Church. The Catholic 
Watchmen is led by Fr. John and supported by parishioner 
leaders. It encourages men of the parish to unite in prayer for 
our world, our parish, our families, and each other. We are 
called to be leaders of prayer. All men are welcome! 



Monday, February 20 
  8:30 AM † Walter Gruszka (JB/TS) 

Tuesday, February 21 
  6:30 PM † For the People of the Parish (JB) 

Wednesday, February 22 
  8:30 AM † For the People of the Parish (JL/TS) 

Thursday, February 23 
  6:30 PM † Luke Raguz (JL/TS-P) 

Friday, February 24 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, February 25 
  4:00 PM † Anthony & Josephine Lemmo (TK) 

Sunday, February 26 
   7:45 AM † Anton Smolic (JL) 
 10:15 AM † For all St. John of the Cross members celebrating                     

a February birthday  (JB) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Nancy O’Toole, Mary Rot, M.K. Skvasik, 
Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt 

                   and all those who are ill in any way. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
Sunday Giving 2/12/23………...……………….$3,406.00 
Maintenance 2/12/23………………...…...……$1,510.50 
Faith Direct*  End of January Sunday Giving…..….$4,614.00 
Faith Direct*  End of January Maintenance…….….$   636.00 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  


