
February 26, 2023                                                                            First Sunday of Lent 

Saint John of the Cross 
Roman Catholic Parish / Cleveland Catholic Diocese 

Dear Parishioners, 

Happy First Week of Lent!  I hope your Lent is off to a great start.  I hope you are enjoying the 

Brown Bags that had lots of great stuff for your Lenten Journey.  Please mark your calendars 

for March 19 & 20 for our annual Parish Mission.  I am very excited to welcome Fr. Marty 

Dober to lead our Mission.  Fr. Marty was ordained in 2019 and has served at St. John Vianney 

in Mentor.  Bishop Malesic has asked him to get his doctorate in church history at a University 

in Rome, Italy.  He will start his studies this fall.  Fr Marty is an extraordinary young priest and 

will explore Jesus’ divinity and humanity.   

 

Thanks to all who participated in the Catholic Charities Annual Appeal last weekend.  The theme of the 2023 Appeal is 

“A time to heal. A time to help.”  Let us take this opportunity to help our neighbors in need by supporting the essential 

programs and services that aid over 425,000 individuals in need across Northeast Ohio.  You can still make a gift to the 

Appeal at any time by visiting CatholicCommunity.org/donate, by texting CCHOPE to 41444, or by mailing your 

check to the Catholic Community Foundation at 1404 E. 9th St., 8th Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114.  To view additional 

impact stories and learn more about Catholic Charities, please visit CatholicCommunity.org/2023Appeal. Thank you 

for your generosity and support of this essential Appeal in our community. 

 

As we continue the Disciple Highlights: 

 

The SRW Children’s Liturgy Team.  This includes Paul Wallenhorst, Karen Steigerwald and 

Dave Mihelich.  Each week they plan and lead our young parishioners in coming to know more 

about their faith through the Scriptures.  These three have been doing this for many years and put 

such creativity and love into it.   

 

Mrs. Kathleen Chamberlin wears several hats at Ss. Robert and William Catholic School. She is 

the Assistant to the Principal; aiding in scheduling, supervision, completing reports, and acting as 

principal when Mrs. Dodd is off campus attending meetings.  She also handles all things 

“technology.”  Mrs. Chamberlin manages the one-to-one devices assigned to all students, controls 

all of the on-line subscriptions of programing offered to support student learning and administers 

and oversees the MAP testing done three times a year.  Being the “right-hand” to the principal is a 

haughty job, and Mrs. Chamberlin does it with ease! 

 

Mrs. Teri Davisson is truly the "jack of all trades" in Early Childhood Education!  Not only is she 
a wonderful influence on our students, but she is also a valued resource for our staff members as 
well.  Mrs. Davisson spends much of her time outside of work at local libraries, finding activities 
and ideas for our classrooms.  We are blessed beyond measure to have her on our team.       
                                                                                                        

     …(Continued) 
 



Grow in your awareness of   “Who do you say I 
am”? 

What does Jesus focus on when  tempted in  
the desert? 

The SRW Fish Fry is back this Lent.  It starts on Ash Wednesday and will be every Friday of Lent (including Good 

Friday).  Our Fish Fry includes Pollock, Cod or Shrimp, Fries, Coleslaw, Mac & Cheese, and a Roll.  We also have very 

delicious desserts.  This year we will offer three options:  Dine-in (in the school gym), Take-Out or Curbside.  We have 

a coupon in the bulletin.  For Take Out and Curbside Pickup you can order online at our www.srweuclid.cc website.  

After the Fish Fry on Friday’s SRW will have Mass at 7 pm and Stations of the Cross.  This is a great thing to add to your 

Friday routine 

SJC is having Simple Suppers and Stations this Lent.  They are a great opportunity to have a simple observance.  Further 

information is in this bulletin or call the Parish Office (216) 289-0770. 

Make it a great week and I so look forward to journeying with you this Lent with our Prayer, Fasting & Almsgiving.   

Peace, 
Fr. John 

http://www.srweuclid.cc


Our Deepest Sympathy to the family of 

REV. EDWARD E. MEHOK 

May they know the peace and comfort of 

God’s love and find strength in the 

support of friends, family and our parish 

community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register for the 2023 Catholic Men’s Conference! 
The 10th annual 22:32 Men’s Conference for Catholic 
men in the Diocese of Erie, scheduled 
for this coming Saturday, March 4th, from 8:30 am until 
1:00 pm.  Cost is $20. You may attend 
live, in-person at St. Jude the Apostle parish in Erie, or at 
hosting parishes virtually via YouTube.  Participating 
parishes are listed on our website, 2232men.com. 
Hear inspiring national speakers Father Chase 
Hilgenbrinck and Father Larry Richards. 
 
For more information and to register visit 
www.2232men.com or call (814) 455-7364 

February 26, 2023 — Luke Brown’s Reflection 

Lent is here!  When I was a kid, all I really understood 
about Lent was that it was that two month period where 
I did not consume pop and candy, also known in our 
household as “The Great Sugar Famine.”  As an adult, 
I have a much better understanding about why we make 
sacrifices during Lent.  As a counselor, I also 
understand the impact sacrifice has on mental 
health.  In my profession, I regularly encounter people 
whose lives became better when they gave something up 
that they thought they could not go without.  This brings 
me to the first reason I find sacrifice so 
important.  When we make sacrifices, it is a good 
reminder that we do not need substances or worldly 
things to get by.  Are these things bad?  No.  However, 
when we abstain from things we enjoy from time to 
time, it helps us build resilience and willpower.  I have 
come to look at willpower as a muscle- the more we use 
it and stretch it, the stronger it becomes.  The more we 
give in to our base desires, the harder it is to resist our 
impulses.  The second reason sacrifice is so important 
is because it gives us the opportunity to fill that time or 
desire with God.  We need to redirect that time and 
energy towards gratitude and prayer, which makes it 
much more than “just giving something up.”  If you 
have not already, consider giving something up this lent 
that will be difficult and challenging, but also reflect on 
how to replace what you are giving up with something 
directed towards reliance on and love of God! 
 

Luke Brown, LPCC 

 
 

LENTEN ALMSGIVING APPEAL 

 

 

As we journey through Lent toward the joyous Easter season, 
the Church calls on us to focus more intently on "means 
donating money or goods to the poor and performing other acts 
of charity. 

Again this year, we will focus our parish almsgiving efforts on 
serving the people of several struggling parishes in Nicaragua 
through the Hands United in Hope and Love ministry. Under 
the guidance of Padre Tomás, our principal contact, proceeds 
will support the parishioners of Chacraseca and León to provide 
food, clothing and other basic needs. 

To donate, please use the Nicaragua Partnership envelope 
included in your monthly offertory collection, or go online to: 
https://saintjohnofthecross.org/make-a-gift 

https://saintjohnofthecross.org/make-a-gift


Parish Staff 

Rev. John D. Betters, Pastor 
frjohn@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 103 

Rev. Gerald Bednar, Priest in Residence 
Ext. 115 

Rev. John Loya, Priest in Residence 
jloya@dioceseofcleveland.org 

Deacon Tom Shetina, Deacon 
deacontom@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 112 

Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager 
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc 
216-731-1515, ext. 224  

Terri Burrello, Sacristan 

Karen Duke, Office Manager 
kduke@sjceuclid.com, Ext. 100 

Tom Hagen, Maintenance Director 

Gene Fiorelli, Maintenance 

Parish Office Phone Number:  216-289-0770 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm  

Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

SJC Prayer Hotline:  216-289-0770, Ext. 120 
Call and leave a short message with your request. We can 
also offer prayers of thanksgiving.  All information will be 
kept confidential. 

Liturgical Tribute Fund 

All money that is donated to this fund in memory of a loved 

one or friend, or a special occasion will be used to purchase 

items utilized in our worship and help us to do all that we can 

to assure that we have what we need to worship reverently 

and well.   

Sincere thank you for your donations to our Liturgical 
Tribute Fund… 

 
Marianne Monger ……...Rosemarie & Frank Duh 



Monday, February 27 
  8:30 AM † All Souls (JB/TS-P) 

Tuesday, February 28 
  6:30 PM † Kathryn Berquist (JB) 

Wednesday, Marcxh 1 
  8:30 AM For the People of the Parish (JL) 

Thursday, March 2 
  6:30 PM For the People of the Parishs (JL/TS) 

Friday, March 3 
  8:30 AM Morning Prayer (No Mass) 
  8:45 AM-2:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

Saturday, March 4 
  4:00 PM † Luke Raguz (JL/TS) 

Sunday, March 5 
   7:45 AM † William Perko (TK/TS) 
 10:15 AM † Newt and Ginny Baker (JB/TS) 

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish  
and Their Caregivers 

Evelyn Adamczyk; Helen Herman, Patricia Kavulich, Fr. 
Edward Mehok, Nancy O’Toole, Mary Rot, M.K. Skvasik, 
Marion Malovasic, Judy Schmidt 

                   and all those who are ill in any way. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
WILL BE PUBLISHED NEXT SUNDAY 

Sunday Giving 2/19/23………...……………….$ 
Maintenance 2/19/23………………...…...……$ 
Faith Direct*  Sunday Giving…..….$ 
Faith Direct*  Maintenance…….….$ 
 
Thanks for your generous support toward our mission 
to serve God!  

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE  
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FAMILY 

If you would like to be a member of our Parish, please complete 
this form and drop it in the collection basket or send it to the 
Parish office and someone from the Parish will contact you. 
Name_________________________________________ 

Address________________________ Zip____________ 

Phone________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________ 


