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IMPORTANT LETTER FROM BISHOP MARSHALL 

 Our lives have been turned upside down by a virus we knew very little about. It has been 

over a year of confusion, isolation and stress. We have had to change how we go about our lives, 

and  we  have given up  control over some basic aspects of our daily living.  We  have  had to  re-

evaluate what is important to us. We lost loved ones and friends and many of us were separated 

from our ultimate connection to Christ, through the reception of the Eucharist. 

 You see, for the first time in our lives, many of us have been away from weekly, if not 

daily, reception of the Holy Eucharist. We have found ourselves hungering for the Body of Christ 

in  the Eucharist,  and challenged to  engage in ways to stay connected with him and with one 

another, outside of our traditional gathering at his table. These efforts to remain connected have 

been difficult; and yet our hope remained that we would one day gather again to fully celebrate 

the Lord’s Supper as he intended. 

 Personally, as a priest, and now as a bishop, I was never separated from the Eucharist, but 

I experienced the tremendous distance from the Mystical Body of Christ which is the Church. I 

will never forget the days of celebrating Mass alone – looking only at my cell phone/camera. The 

Church’s liturgy is not meant to be celebrated alone. We become Church when we gather for the 

Eucharist, for it is in the Sacrament of the Altar that we find our connection to one another and to 

the larger Body of Christ.  

 Now  that  we’ve  taken  necessary  steps  to  protect ourselves, with the extraordinary 

sacrifices  made  by  our health care professionals  and  with  the  aid of vaccines now readily 

accessible, our time of distance from each other and from the Eucharist is at an end. It is with 

joy, therefore, that we are able to lift the dispensation effective on August 15, and invite people 

back to the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist. We can once again become what we receive. We 

can become the Body of Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, formed by the Word of God, 

strengthened by the Holy Spirit. I invite you – Come to the Table!  

Bishop Robert W. Marshall, Jr.,  

Bishop of the Diocese of  Alexandria 

 

HOW TO BOOK NOW THAT WE ARE IN THE CHURCH: 

Blue Dot means the seat are available,; Grey or Black means they are taken.  

PLEASE LEAVE SEATS WITH THE HANDICAP LOGO FOR HANDICAP.  

If you need 1 seat you must book both of the seats at ONE END of the pew.  Do Not Leave one 

of the 2 dots available!  If you need 2 seats book both seats at ONE END of the pew.   

If you need 3 or more seats book all 4 seats on the pew—do not leave any of the dots available on 

that row!  If there are only 2 spots available on a pew and you need more  than 2, book a different 

pew.  If  one of two dots is blue, and one gray, someone  booked incorrectly.  

DO NOT BOOK THAT SEAT. 

We have larger families who need a whole pew, so please book where one side of the pew is 

already booked if you only need 1 or 2 seats.  Spots may be moved to accommodate families 

who need the whole pew. 
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OFFERTORY GIFTS :                                                                      
Contributions: $2,848.10 

[Est. Decrease in coll. 3/23/20—9/17/21] 
[-$22,104(avg. -$287.00 per week)] 

Improvement Fund:  $125.00 
Catholic University:  $215.00 

Manna House: $189.00 
Haiti:  $655.00 

Please remember to support your church.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

PRAYER  LIST — Donald  Brouillette,  
Bonnie  Burke, Joyce Burge, Nellie Burks, 
Charles Bynog, Jr., Beckham Carpenter, 
Michelle Cerami, Jim Cutler, Verlie Dauzat, 
Sydney DeSoto, Ray Dickens,  Linda Dupuis, 
Marie Finley, Larry  Foster, Jr., Allison and 
Michael  Glass,  Mary  Ann Greiner, Sheila 
Hargrove, Nelda Hebert, Carolyn Hernandez,  
Heather Howell, Ellis Isom,  Danny & Jared 
Johnson,  Stacie  Kerry, Cecil LaCaze, 
Amanda Larrieu, Shelly Larrieu,  Harry Lege, 
Johnny Mathews,   Roland Metrejean, James 
and Mary Michiels, Joy Nugent, Abel 
Pacheco, Cyndi Parker,  Forest Rabalais, 
Mark & Alma Reitzell, Thomas  Sasser,  Paul 
Schmidt, Gene and Nellois Snow, Steve 
Townley, Sr., Shane  Tullier, Nick Tullier, 
Nellie White, Eddie Woodley, Billy 
Youngblood,  Elvie  Zerangue, Residents  at 
Tioga Manor. 

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS - If you 
would like a Mass offered in honor/memory  
of  someone,  please  call the church office. 
The  usual  stipend  is  $5.00 per Mass. The 
sanctuary lamp can be burned one week for a 
loved one or an intention. Donation is $5.00.  

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS—We offer 
ONLINE GIVING for your convenience.  
You can choose one time/weekly/monthly,  
and choose  Regular  and/or  improvement  
fund  collection.  There’s option for credit 
card/check account. Follow the directions on 
our website:  www.ihmarychurch.org.  You 
can also mail  your offering to IHM Church, 
1220 Tioga Road, Ball, LA 71405, or send a 
Bank draft. There is  a locked, drop in mail  
box   in   front   of   the  office   for   your   
convenience.    Thank    you    for    your    
continued  generosity.  

FLOWERS — If  you want to donate flowers  
in  memory  of  someone  or  in  honor  of  
someone,   please   call   the  church   office,  
640-9446,  EXT.  0.   Total  cost  for  two  
arrangements is  $110.00. 

               Jesus calls on us to set ourselves apart from the world 

and serve others. Our world is full of arguments and conflicts. 

People fight and despise one another out of jealousy and selfish 

desires. Today, Jesus calls on us to be different from the world 

and learn to serve others. This is how we can be the greatest in 

His eyes.  

  In the first reading, we hear how the wicked plan to revile 

and torture the just one, putting God to the test of defending him. 

In the second reading, James contrasts the character of those who 

have wisdom from above with those who are bound by earthly 

things. In the Gospel, Jesus tells His disciples of His impending 

death and resurrection. When they fail to understand, He exhorts 

them to have an attitude of service to the least among them. 

               ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 
 
Vigil  (4 p.m.)   Jack Cooper 
    Jesse B. Peek III 
    Louis VanAsselberg 
  Sun. (9 a.m.)   Susan Degeyter 
    Gabby Dupont  
    Special Intention Larry Foster 
        (11 a.m.)   All People 
Monday            Frances Philpot 
Tuesday            No Mass 
Wednesday    Dorothy Philpot 
Thursday   Bob Eberle 
Friday    Raymond Costantino 
 
Mass Intentions next weekend:    
  Vigil(4 p.m.)   Bob Eberle, Earl Lafleur, Jr., 
      Brandy Marshall Intention 
  Sun. (9 a.m.)     Gene Dupuis, Sandy LaVallie,  
      Eugene Philpot      
         (11 a.m.)    All People 
 
SANCTUARY LAMP—will burn this week for 
Carmen Hively,  in Thanksgiving,  

FLOWERS ARE DONATED— by Donna 
Mayeaux, in memory of her parents, Harold & 
Geneva Bordelon.  Please remember them in 
your prayers.   
 
ETERNAL  REST  GRANT  UNTO  THEM—  
Howard Laughlin, son of Carol Laughlin, 
brother of Rhoda (Roger) Christopher; and,  
Henry Fordham, son of Gail (Roy) Snow.    We 
offer our sympathy and extend our prayers to 
their family and friends.   

CCD     CLASSES     ARE    IN    SESSION— 

Classes  began  Wednesday, August 25th.  

Classes are held in Allen Hall.  Grades 1—5 

meet 5:30—6:30 p.m.; grades 6—11 meet 

7:00—8:00 p.m.  Please register as soon as 

possible at www.ihmarychurch.org, by clicking 

on the CCD REGISTRATION  link and fol-

lowing directions.   REGISTRATION IS 

ONLINE ONLY. Please call the church office 

if you have any questions. 
 
R.C.I.C.— Rite  of  Christian  Initiation of 

Children  is  offered for children between the 

ages of 7 and 15 who  are not fully initiated 

into the Catholic Church, and  need to celebrate 

Baptism,  Eucharist, and/or Confirmation. 

Classes are held  during Wednesday CCD 

times.  

 R.C.I.A.- Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. began Tuesday, August 24th, 6:00—

7:30 p.m., in Allen Hall.  If  you  are interested 

in completing your Sacraments of Initiation, or 

inquiring about the Catholic Faith, please call 

the church office, 640-9446, ext. 0. 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION HAITI—All of 

us have been moved by the news reports and 

images of the devastation in Haiti following 

the recent earthquake and the tropical storm 

that quickly followed.  Please continue to 

pray for the people of Haiti in this difficult 

time . A collection  to assist the people of 

Haiti in their emergency needs and the short 

and long-term rebuilding and recovery efforts 

will be taken  during September.   Since there 

are  no envelopes  for  this collection, we will 

have a separate basket to put donations for 

Haiti.  Thank you for your efforts to help the 

people of God in Haiti.  As Archbishop 

Gomez notes, Our Lady of Perpetual Help is 

the patroness of Haiti.  We entrust our efforts 

to her intercession. 

Most Reverend Robert W. Marshall, Jr. 

Bishop of Alexandria 


