
What is a parish and its role in Christian life? 

The parish is in many ways the most visible, local and immediate expression of the 
Church. According to Canon Law, a parish is a stable community of the faithful within a 
particular church (i.e. a diocese), entrusted by the bishop to the pastoral care of a parish 
priest, with the cooperation of other priests, deacons and laity. However, since every 
parish is linked to the universal Church through the bishop and his bond of hierarchical 
communion with the Pope. The “beating heart” of parish life is the Sunday celebration of 
the Eucharist, which is “the source and summit of the whole Christian life.” The parish is 
also the place where children and adults are initiated into the life of the Church through 
Baptism, and where sinners receive the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness in Reconciliation. 
Every parish is sanctified by the presence of the reserved Blessed Sacrament. Another 
central function of the parish is the proclamation of the Gospel to believers and non-
believers. It is the duty of all the faithful by virtue of their baptism. It is exercised in a 
special way by parents, catechists and teachers as well as by priests and deacons. Finally, 
the parish community should be characterized by the life of charity expressed in good 
works and fraternal love. Ultimately the parish is an authentic Christian community 
because of the presence of Christ within it. The pastor sacramentally re-presents Christ 
the Head and Shepherd. And so, whilst other members of the community are called to 
genuine collaboration in the mission and life of the parish, the ministry of the priest is 
indispensable and irreplaceable. Now days, it has become a practice that people don’t 
register anywhere and pop here and there for the Mass. It is a necessity to belong to a 
parish family and exercise your faith together with a faith community that is striving to 
walk in the path of the Lord. Belongingness is a face of Christian living. So, if you are 
not registered in the parish, please consider to register yourself and get involved more in 
the various activities of the parish. You are very important in the parish and without your 
participation your parish becomes silent.  Let us make our parish family “VIBRANT 
AGAIN TOGETHER”.  

 

+ Fr. James 

 

 

 

 

 


