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I had been ordained only a few years. Out of the blue, I was given a new and complex 
assignment. I was to direct a program of continuing education for 35 American priests in 
Rome. The priest I replaced had to leave the day after I arrived. “Don’t worry, Dennis,” he 
told me, “I’ve prepared lots of notes and directions.” Yeah, sure. 
 
Jesus is getting ready to leave his disciples as we listen to his words today. But he doesn’t 
leave them an instruction manual. He says instead, I am leaving you a teacher, a guide, a 
friend – The Advocate. “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit,” he says, “will teach you everything.”.  
 
Let’s remember here that these gathered disciples haven’t exactly been stellar learners. 
They still break Jesus’ heart with their comments and questions. They repeatedly 
misunderstand him and his words. Later tonight in the garden, they’ll all run off as Roman 
soldiers arrest Jesus. 
 
Still, I wonder if we today would be any better. Jesus tells me not to worry about tomorrow.  
Still, I check reports on the priests’ retirement regularly. I get nervous about my future. 
Turn the other cheek? For me, that’s not likely. Take up the cross? I don’t think I’m getting 
high marks there either.   
  
But the strange thing is this: To those first bumblers and betrayers Jesus promises the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit. He’s going, and a door will close in their experience of Jesus. But a 
new door, Jesus assures them, will open for them – and, yes, for us too!   
 
That’s what the Holy Spirit continues to do. The Church doesn’t always heed. History and 
current reports make that painfully clear. But the life of following Jesus is not something we 
are supposed to do alone. Understand the Bible? Live a moral life? Take up the cross? Serve 
our neighbor in Jesus name? Sometimes these are seemingly impossible tasks. But when it 
comes to following Jesus, we never act alone. 
 
I remember speaking with a group of college students about “Catholic faith and sex”. The 
title drew quite a crowd. I talked, among other things, about the traditional Catholic 
teaching about sex and marriage. Afterward, one student said to me, “You must be crazy! 
Do you think anyone can live that way? Impossible!” 
 
Sure, it’s probably impossible if you think you have to go it alone. But Jesus says today, we 
never live the Gospel by ourselves. We can only live a Christian life if there is a Holy Spirit 
to guide and strengthen us.   
 
The good news: There is an Advocate, and he’s right here. Let’s give thanks to the Lord our 
God. 


