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I entered the seminary 35 years ago, just after high school. I was confident 

that I wanted to be a priest. When we got there, we talked a lot about 

discipleship. I thought, “Yes, discipleship, but when can we get to the 

priesthood?” 

 

Thirty-five years later, I love being a priest - and am still working on 

discipleship - because that is my primary vocation. It is your primary 

vocation as well, whether you are 7 or 27 or 47 or 77.  

 

Today’s Gospel is about discipleship. Jesus is on the ultimate journey of his 

life, to Jerusalem where He will be crucified. Along the way, He encounters 

all kinds of people and experiences - the inhospitable Samaritans, whom 

James and John would destroy, and several others who would follow Him.  

 

Jesus teaches James and John about responding to resistance. He details 

the cost of discipleship to the enthusiastic man. He urges and encourages 

an immediate heartfelt response from the two hesitant would-be disciples 

whom He calls.  

 

Jesus is still on the journey and, on the way, He encounters us - you and me.  

 

The Gospel invites us to consider how we are doing with our primary 

vocation: being disciples who learn from Jesus. What we learn is not so 

much fact, but a way of life, a life of friendship with Christ.  

 

The call is immediate in the Gospel. The people are there, and Christ calls 

to them. The call is always immediate - the call to be the “advance team”, 

the people who prepare the way - but then it is Christ our Lord who comes, 

who speaks, who transforms.  

 

As we come to the Eucharist today, let us ask the Lord: let me be the 

advance team, because that is what disciples do: become the advance 

team for Christ our Lord on the journey to the Kingdom. 


