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I have a friend who is married and has three sons. He is a good and loving man 
but had sternness born of suffering. One of his sons was a troublesome teenager 
– not bad, but testing every boundary, much as his father had done. My friend 
always responded to his son’s antics punitively. One day, my friend spoke to a 
friend of his, another father of teenagers, looking for support. His friend told him, 
“I have one question for you. The way you answer it will determine how you 
handle your son. This is the question: When you’re dead, do you want your sons 
to remember you as being right or as having loved them?” 

Jesus would like my friend’s friend, I think. Something similar is going on in 
today’s Gospel. The scholar of the law asks Jesus a disingenuous question, for, of 
course, as a scholar, he knew the answer: “How do I inherit eternal life?” Jesus 
turns the question back on him – “What is written in the law?” The scholar 
answers the same way Jesus answers the question – “Love God and love your 
neighbor.”  

The lawyer presses on. “Well, who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ example is compelling 
– a robbery victim, left for dead on a lonely road – compelling for it is by no 
means unknown in that time or place. The priest and the Levite (Levites would 
be akin to pastoral associates in our day) acted rightly according to their norms. 
To deal with this bloodied, naked man would render them unclean according to 
the Jewish law and therefore unable to perform their duties at the temple. On the 
other hand, no Jew would expect a Samaritan to help this man – and another 
Samaritan would have applauded had he passed by.  

This Samaritan, known forever as good, chose to love rather than be right 
according to the customs of the time. His choice actually goes deeper. He chooses 
to be a friend, rather than perpetuate being the enemy of Jews. He chooses to see 
this dying Jew as a friend, not an enemy.  

Jesus’ answer to the lawyer reflects a shift in the question – from “Who is my 
neighbor?” – to “Are you willing to be a neighbor to everyone?” 

The parable actually reveals that God, in Christ our Lord, has become the 
Samaritan who cares for us in our uncared-for state. Let us ask Jesus, as He 
comes to care for us in the Eucharist, to help us always choose to be remembered 
for love, as He is. 


