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My only sibling is my younger sister Martha, and she has four children – three boys and a girl. Two 
of my nephews serve in the military, one in the Navy and the other in the Air Force. I can remember 
very clearly the day that each of them was born – especially when the second oldest, Michael, was 
born. Matthew, the oldest, asked loudly, “Is that baby coming home with us?!” I think he hoped the 
answer was no. 
 
Martha has said, “All of my children were meant to be only children!” I suspect that attitude is 
prevalent in many of us; Martha would certainly tell you it’s prevalent in me. 
 
But that attitude is not prevalent in Jesus. Jesus never behaves like someone who is or should have 
been an only child. Quite the contrary.  
 
In today’s Gospel, he notices the behavior of the dinner guests, angling for position, because it is so 
foreign to him – both the arrogant assumption that the best seat should be mine and the 
manipulative assumption that, by taking the insignificant place at the table, I’ll be called up higher. 
  
Jesus is not advocating humility as an end in itself but because real humility prepares us for 
hospitality – which is nothing less than the generous love of the stranger.     
 
Jesus was able to welcome people – the poor, the cripple, the lame, the blind, the Jew, the 
Samaritan, the rich, the believer, the unbeliever; the gay and straight, the young and the old, single, 
married, divorced, widowed – because he was humble. He did not think about himself too much, 
which allowed him to love the other – and he challenges us to do likewise. 
 
We describe ourselves as a parish where all are welcome – and we should because that’s what 
Christ calls us to do. But that requires that we become like him: humble with a view toward 
hospitality so that we can love everyone – neighbor and stranger, friend and enemy – as if they 
were our brother or sister, with all the demands that suggests and requires.  
 
That love is natural only in God’s only son Jesus Christ – who never acts like an only child, but 
rather, as St. Paul says, as the firstborn of many brothers and sisters. 
 
As such, Christ calls us here to feed on his humility and drink in his hospitality so that we can 
welcome all to join in God’s family – whoever they are. 
 
 
 


