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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Liturgical Year A 

Twenty-five years ago today I arrived in Rome. I had been a priest for three years in 
Roslindale. This was my first time away from home for any length of time. This was before 
internet, email, cell phones - and phone calls were expensive. So it was letters - and my 
family and friends were faithful writers - once I got six in one day! The letters were a 
source of real encouragement and helped me through a very valuable year in my life. 

Saint Paul was a letter-writer. Today’s comes from Rome in prison; he’s writing to the 
Christian community at Philippi, on the eastern threshold of modern Greece. Paul brought 
the Gospel to them, stayed there awhile, and the moved on. They sent a member of their 
church to Rome to visit Paul and bring money - to encourage him. He writes back to thank 
them and to encourage them in their Christian faith, and especially to guard their minds 
and hearts in Christ Jesus, since by giving their minds and hearts to Christ, they can bear 
fruit - the fruit of the kingdom. The fruit of the kingdom is righteous lives, compassionate 
lives, lives that give witness.  

Righteousness isn’t self-righteousness; it is living lives that conform to Chris and his 
teaching and his life - and compassion is at the heart of righteous living. It is not to be 
hidden, but to be done plainly for all to see - a living gospel for all to hear and see. And, we 
need encouragement to do this. 

Who does that for you? We know who encourages us in our lives, who encourages us in our 
faith. Who helps you see that the Christian ideal is doable? It may not be a large number, 
but, without a few, we run the risk of losing our part in the vineyard. Hopefully, it includes 
the preachers here at Our Lady’s. Hopefully people in your household. The person who sits 
near you at Mass every Sunday. The person in ministry with you. The person in your faith-
sharing group. 

Who do you encourage? Hopefully people in your household. A person who sits near you. A 
person in ministry or faith-sharing groups. A person at work, in your neighborhood, in your 
extended family. 

The vineyard is the world, and we are meant to grow there by the fertilizing of others and 
to help fertilize their growth. Christ comes to us in Word, in Sacrament, in the Community 
to teach, to encourage, to cajole, to nourish - so that we become saturated with Christ, feel a 
part of his Body, and can be encouraged by other members - all so we can influence the 
world. 

Who will you encourage this week? Who needs you to encourage their faith? 


